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I first picked up a real DSLR camera at Camp Birchwood. Photography was offered as one of 
the activities. We were given our own [digital] camera and an hour to go out and take pictures 
of whatever our hearts desired, and then we were allowed to pick our favorite one to edit and 
print. It was such. a. good. time. That was the experience which probably motivated me to take 
film photography from Corky Dean once I reached high school, even though analog is such a 
different ballpark from digital. Best decision. 

I am a firm believer that everyone should begin with film and here’s why: you learn the basics 
(I wouldn’t have been able to shoot in manual mode without this training or at least be half as 
confident in it); you have a limited number of exposures, or photos, which you can take (forc-
ing you to think through what you’re using them on rather than taking a picture just to take a 
picture), you learn not to rely on instant gratification (you can’t immediately see the image you 
have just made, delete it if it is bad, and reshoot – you need to be focused on doing it right). 
While I have learned that not all of these points are realistic—especially when it comes to event 
photography and someone is paying you to have the photos turn out well, I think they provide a 
very fresh and healthy perspective to my relationship with the world and making photographs 
of it. 

One of the ways in which I have taken this forward—since I am lucky enough to be doing four 
years abroad and lots of traveling—is with my travel photography. With a limited number of 
exposures and the need to pay attention, I become much more observant of the world around 
me, the fleeting moments. I only travel with the 35mm Nikon that I used in Corky’s class. 

If you were to ask what I love about photography, it would be the way it impacts my interaction 
and observation of the people and the world around me. Kent Denver played not only an es-
sential role in my mentality, but also my artistic process. The projects from my Advanced Pho-
tography class, which I still remember the most, are those that focused on interpretation and 
individuality. Corky would give us a word and we would have to base an entire shoot off of that 
word without simply photographing it or an item that depicted it. It was much more symbolic 
than that. This taught me intention. To think and challenge myself to push beyond surface level. 
Without that skill I never would have been as successful with my work, not only in photography, 
but in every other component of my life. Nothing can be finished which hasn’t been properly 
started; every artist needs a process.
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