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Photography allows me to look deeply and connects me to my environment. I am forced to 
actually “see” and analyze the world around me. A photograph can tell a story or allow for a dif-
ferent perspective. A photograph can capture that exact moment when a musician is so lost in 
the piece they are playing that they are transported to another place and time. This is why since 
10th grade, I have been shooting images. 

In 10th grade, I took an Interim class offered by Steve Ericsson. It was winter and I remember 
shooting black and white images of fog at Washington Park, kids at play and storm-filled skies. 
I was hooked from the beginning. Armed with a camera I borrowed from my uncle, I went about 
learning this new craft. Mr. Ericsson taught us how to use our cameras, how to develop film and 
how to print our images in a dark room. He was patient and helped us understand this medium. 
Photography was not the only art class I took at Kent Denver. I performed in a play, made pots, 
produced a needlepoint pillow (that I still have), learned to draw and paint and sculpt. I also 
learned how to dissect and write poetry. My scholastic and art classes [at Kent Denver] devel-
oped me as a critical thinker who could imagine and explore my talents.

I am now an Environmental and Community Development professional who is also an artist. As 
an artist, I have been lucky enough to explore many mediums. While living in California, I along 
with some artist friends owned Empire Squared (E2), an art gallery for emerging artists. In Chi-
cago, I wrote a book, Zen Garden Transformation, a photography and poetry tome. I have been 
honored by Chicago’s Museum of Contemporary Art and the book is in a show, The City in the 
Twenty-First Century. My foray into art has enabled me to travel the world as witness to truths, 
falsehoods, the truly amazing and life changing serenity. 
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