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Thank you to the students, faculty, and staff of Kent Denver School for 
taking the time to submit the thoughtful recommendations you will find in 
this guide. Use it to look for adventure, to challenge your mind, to go on a 

journey. Come get lost in a book.

“It is what you read when you don’t have to 
that determines what you will be when you can’t help it.” 

Oscar Wilde
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The Upper School Program:
The Freedom and Pleasure of Choice

Everyone is encouraged to read at least three texts of his or 
her choice, and the faculty acknowledges an expansive view of 
what constitutes a text. Books, of course, are texts but consider 
also newspapers, magazines and blogs. Read anything, as long 
as you care about it, you enjoy it and it makes you think.

Guidance is readily available by reviewing this booklet. When 
you come back from the summer, the faculty hope you will be 
rested and recharged. Be prepared to share in advisory and in 
your classes, your own reading experiences and recommenda-
tions. 

A note to students and parents: Students and faculty have sub-
mitted the following Kent Denver recommendations; these titles 
are suggested as a way of offering choice for students. The titles 
offer a wide variety of reading interests, levels and content.

Some inclusions have been edited for the purpose of clarity 
and space; however, we have tried to honor the student’s writing.
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Adams, Douglas                   The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy
Have you ever experienced your home being destroyed … twice? In The 
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams, the exceedingly av-
erage Arthur Dent wakes up to find bulldozers outside his house. The 
foreman tells him that his home will be demolished to make way for a 
bypass. Soon after, his friend, Ford, tells him that he is, in fact, an alien, 
and that Earth will be destroyed in a matter of minutes to make way for 
a hyperspace bypass. Arthur Dent must travel the galaxy with a mani-
cally depressed robot, a girl he once met at a party, and the under qual-
ified President of the Universe...while wearing nothing but his pajamas 
and his bathrobe. Nothing is ever quite as it seems on their intergalactic 
adventure. Don’t lose track of your towel in this witty and tongue-in-
cheek comedy. Discover the wonders of the universe for less than 30 
Alterian dollars a day. Most of all: Don’t panic.
—Teddy Noble, Class of 2020

Adams, Richard                Watership Down
Watership Down follows the journey of a group of rabbits who go off into 
the wilderness to find their families a new home. This novel is probably 
one of my personal favorites due to the different intervals in the pacing, 
it seems to speed up and slow back down at the perfect time to give 
the reader the whole perspective. Richard Adams, in my opinion, does a 
wonderful job of immersing the reader into the book through the details 
he puts into the setting of each of the stops the rabbits take. Watership 
Down causes you feel an emotional connection to each of the rabbits 
as each character is portrayed in different ways so almost anyone can 
relate. After reading this novel you will almost definitely never look at 
rabbits the same way.
—Matthew Getachew, Class of 2021

Adichie, Chimamanda        Americanah
I strongly recommend reading the beautiful story of Americanah. It tells 
the story of a Nigerian woman, Ifemelu, who goes to the US to seek fur-
ther education. The story emphasizes Ifemelu’s perseverance to keep 
her African culture even when she is pressured to be like an American 
woman. Through her experiences of racism, Ifemelu truly learns and 
studies what it means to be black in the US. Americanah is a powerful 
story that is eye opening to white americans as it shows the struggles 
that African Americans deal with each day. It shows the determination 
of an African woman to never let her culture disappear.
—Coby Gold, Class of 2019

Recommendations from our Upper School
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Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi          Americanah
Americanah follows the powerful story of characters Ifemelu and 
Obinze through their romantic relationship and lives of racial oppres-
sion. Through her highly honest and emotional characters, Chimaman-
da Ngozi Adichie tackles the issue of racism in America and its effects 
on African immigrants. Adichie allows her readers to dive deep into the 
universal human experience of what it is like to be an outsider. I highly 
recommend this book to anyone looking to expand their understanding 
of race in America and explore the harsh realities of racial discrimina-
tion. 
—Claudia Bautista, Class of 2019

Alexie, Sherman           The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part time Indian by Sherman Alexie cen-
ters around a boy named Junior who is forced out of his comfort zone 
from day one. Born onto an poor Indian reservation Junior is at a dis-
advantage and must strive to better his situation. Junior is forced to a 
new school outside of the reservation and forced to adapt. Throughout 
the book Junior struggles with finding a place to fit in. Sherman Alexie 
writes the book with enthusiasm and witty humor making it a must read. 
—Jack Dunne, Class of 2021

Alexie, Sherman          The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian by Sherman Alexie de-
picts the hardships for a Native American high schooler on the Spokane 
reservation adjusting to the culture of the United States. Arnold Spirit 
Jr. is a 14 year old high school freshman that goes through these expe-
riences firsthand. His destitute background and different culture make 
him a prime target to be ostracized and excluded by his peers, while 
he faces troubles at the reservation as well,”I’m 14 years old, and I’ve 
been to 42 funerals,” Arnold says.”That’s really the biggest difference 
between Indians and white people”. This novel is an excellent read for 
someone who is interested in the brutal reality of life on the reservation 
for many Native Americans, but can be very intense and emotionally 
charged.
—Gabe Moltz, Class of 2021

Alifirenka, Caitlin                I Will Always Write Back
I Will Always Write Back is a moving, true story about pen pals, one from 
America and the other from Zimbabwe. This story, told between both 
the perspective of the girl and the boy, explores the meaning of true 
friendship and shows readers how for some people, a little can go a 
long way. Readers are able to experience the growth of both these 
characters through the span of six years and how they are able to learn 
from each other’s culture and background. This book compelled me to 
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continue reading because because it was based off a true events. It was 
so hard for me to put this book down because I wanted to continue to 
read their letters and see how they impacted and influenced each oth-
er for the better. If you have a cup of tea, some spare time and want to 
immerse yourselves into the lives of two twelve year olds, I Will Always 
Write Back is the perfect book for you.
—Natalie Huttner, Class of 2021

Anderson, Laurie Halse       Speak
This novel follows the story of Melinda Sordino, a teenage girl who is 
beginning her freshman year at Merryweather High. She has a huge 
secret that she’s holding in, and the novel really shows the struggles of 
not being able to speak up about what is weighing her down. This book 
really captivated my attention because it allowed me to understand 
just how lonely traumatic events can make someone feel. I would rec-
ommend this book to anyone who enjoys coming-of-age stories and 
books that make you think. There isn’t actually a lot of action going on, 
but it is very psychological. Overall, this was an extremely interesting 
book that I think a lot of people would like.
—Alexa Moretti, Class of 2021

Andrews, Jesse   Me and Earl and the Dying Girl
Me and Earl and the Dying Girl was made into a movie in November of 
2015. It was the first movie I’d ever actually cried over, so naturally, I 
decided to read the book. The book is narrated by Greg Gaines, a high 
schooler who has a fantastic outlook on dealing with the complexity of 
having a social life, which is to remove himself entirely from it. He has 
one friend, Earl, and together they make terrible movies. Greg and Earl 
are coasting through high school with ease, until Greg’s mom forces 
him to meet Rachel, who has cancer. So Greg and Earl embark on a 
journey to make the best movie they’ve ever made, one that will help 
Rachel deal with the trauma that is cancer treatment. Me and Earl and 
the Dying Girl is a rollercoaster of emotions and plot twists, and I would 
highly recommend it to anyone who likes books that are enraging, 
tear-jerking, and utterly hilarious. 
—Nikita Resch, Class of 2021

Anna, Kendrick      Scrappy Little Nobody
This is an autobiography of Anna Kendrick, most famous for starring 
in the Pitch Perfect movie series. The book starts out as a little girl on 
Broadway and retells how she got famous and her path along the way. 
Anna struggled as she began creating a name for herself and describes 
some of the setbacks of being an actress in Los Angeles. The book is 
very enjoyable because she talks about her time filming some of her 
popular movies. Filled with humor and laughter, this is a funny and very 
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entertaining book, I felt very connected with Anna while reading this 
and I think many people will also. Anna makes herself vulnerable in this 
book, which makes her easier to connect with. I don’t think I didn’t laugh 
at least once per page. Anna has a great sense of humor and is able to 
convey it through her words. 
—Annie Manassee, Class of 2021

Anthony, Lawrence               The Elephant Whisperer
The Elephant Whisperer is a very engaging and entertaining story about 
Lawrence Anthony and his experiences with Elephants on an African 
game reserve. Anthony adopts a number of elephants, and throughout 
the book, he tells about all of his experiences with these elephants and 
how he raises them. When he first adopted them, they were rogue and 
wild, and were thought to be uncontrollable. But over time, Anthony 
describes how these elephants accepted him as apart of their family 
just as he accepted them as apart of his. This story expresses many life 
lesson such as loyalty and the freedom of life. I would certainly recom-
mend this book to anyone looking for a book with a lot of meaning and 
insight as to what it is like living with some of the largest animals in the 
world.
—Adam Stromberg, Class of 2020

Asher, Jay                 13 Reasons Why
The book 13 Reasons Why, is the story about teenage boy Clay Jensen 
and his struggles with the untimely death of his friend Hannah Baker. 
The cause of death? Suicide. When tapes from Hannah Baker arrive on 
Clay’s doorstep, the journey to discover why Hannah killed herself be-
gins. This novel is a conversation starter to some of life’s most difficult 
topics to talk about. Suicide, bullying at school, the abuse of alcohol 
and also how bad some kids lives are at their homes. Hopefully con-
versations about the book focus on those issues and also how to fix 
and prevent them. I would recommend this book for people who enjoy 
mystery, drama and sadness. The issues children and teens face grow-
ing up in this day and age is portrayed very realistically in this book. 
—Samuel Choi, Class of 2021

Atwood, Margaret        The Handmaid’s Tale
This is a great one for all dystopia fans out there! The Handmaid’s Tale 
is a true classic example of speculative fiction, and a quick read that 
will keep you guessing until the end. The setting is familiar and easy 
to comprehend and visualize. It weaves together a lot of recollections 
of the tragic experiences of the main character, so it requires careful 
reading to fully be enjoyed. This book will challenge your ideas of gov-
ernment intervention with gender roles in society, as well as freedom, 
basic human rights, and religion. Margaret Atwood’s work has been 
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adapted to an Emmy award winning television show featured on Hulu! 
—Mateo Manzanares, Class of 2018

Atwood, Margaret        The Handmaid’s Tale
The Handmaid’s Tale is by far one of the best dystopian books I have 
read in a long time. The eerie feeling of how real the book is makes you 
want to read the book cover to cover in one sitting. The Handmaid’s 
Tale places women into categories: the wives, the handmaids, and the 
Marthas. The handmaids are the women who are fruitful and are ex-
pected to birth children for the husband and wife that they serve under. 
The handmaids are named after the man in their house. For example, 
the main character’s name is Offred. I highly recommend this book to 
any person who loves dystopian literature! Enjoy :) 
—Lauren Murray, Class of 2018

Atwood, Margaret        The Handmaid’s Tale
The Handmaid’s Tale is a dystopian novel written by author Margaret 
Atwood that focuses on female rights and misogyny in society. From 
the first page, Atwood is effectively able to capture the reader’s mind 
through her use of vivid imagery and the striking parallels of the society 
we live in today. The plot follows the struggles of handmaid Offred in 
a dystopian United States society named Gilead. In this alternate uni-
verse, women are stripped of all human rights and are subjected to 
complete male dominance. The novel examines the effects of alt right 
political views, extreme christianity and the effects extreme misogyny 
can have on a society. This novel is a must read for every dystopian lit-
erature reader and for anyone looking for a nail biting plot.
—Matthew Romo-Nichols, Class of 2018

Austen, Jane            Pride and Prejudice
Do you love to watch Rom Coms with a strong female lead? Believe it 
or not Pride and Prejudice is the 1800 century Rom Com that will have 
you coming back for more. The main character is Elizabeth Bennet is a 
stubborn women who could cares less about the society she must live 
in. Yet the one of the most powerful men in the country falls in love with 
her. It is the gateway drug into Emily Brontë and Jane Austen. 
—Tori Harwell, Class of 2020

Auster, Paul            4321
4321 is an intricate, outstandingly written novel revolving around the life 
of one boy, Archie Ferguson. Although Archie is certainly an exception-
al boy, the book revolves around relatively normal themes of family, 
romance, sports, politics and beyond. However, what makes this book 
so expansively interesting is the fact that from baby boyhood up un-
til adult life, Auster paints four different pictures of Ferguson’s journey. 
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In some, the changes are subtle: Archie’s mother becomes a stay-at 
home mother instead a photographer or his father’s American Dream- 
style business takes root in a different retail area. However, throughout 
the intertwining storylines woven so seamlessly together, serious and 
life-altering changes also begin to take place. Archie is denied oppor-
tunities and simultaneously granted them in another story, experiences 
love, hardship, loss, and beyond-- and does it four times over. I would 
strongly recommend this book for anyone who is over the age of 13, as 
it does contain sexual content, but does not fixate on it. However, I can 
say from personal experience that this book is truly magical and mas-
terfully created, and a must- read for any self- described bookworm, 
sucker for heartwarming stories, or really anyone with an aptitude for a 
good read!
—Jeremy Gart, Class of 2020

Aveyard, Victoria            Red Queen
The novel Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard, touches on the topics of com-
ing of age, excess power, and adventure. In a world separated by blood 
type, Mare Barrow finds herself able to defy odds. The red-blooded 
represent the poor working class, while the silver-blooded are the elit-
ists with supernatural powers. Mare is a defiant seventeen year old girl 
and a master of pickpocketing, who steals to survive. Stuck in the red 
class, Mare struggles to get by until she finds herself working in a silver 
palace. While in the palace she discovers although she is red, she too 
holds the supernatural powers that a silver does. The silvers, fearful this 
could dismantle the balance of power, determine Mare the long lost 
silver princess. Shortly after Mare becomes engaged to the prince, but 
she has an agenda of her own which entails destroying the silver rule. 
This novel is thought provoking and keeps the reader interested from 
start to finish. 
—Ella van Kempen, Class of 2020

Ballard, Chris                Sports Illustrated
Every year around March Sports Illustrated puts out a new edition of 
their “March Madness” magazine. Each year they go over who they think 
is going to win, who they think could upset, and very general things 
about the March Madness basketball tournaments. If you are a college 
basketball fan, or even someone who just needs to pick their brackets, 
read this Sports Illustrated. It will give you all the information you need 
in order to have a good bracket or not sound like an idiot around your 
friends. The only thing I would have to say was bad about the this year’s 
edition was that they predicted Virginia winning, which was ironic be-
cause they lost first round and were the first ever one seed to lose to a 
sixteen seed!
—Spencer Thomas, Class of 2020
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Bardugo, Leigh                The Six of Crows
If you love books filled with adventure, suspense, and a little bit of ro-
mance then this is definitely a book for you. The Six of Crows takes place 
in a world where a select few people, known a grisha have certain ex-
traordinary powers, yet because they are so rare, many of these people 
have been forced into slavery. While their powers are usually fairly limit-
ed, the recent development of a drug which gives grisha unimaginable 
power (but then usually kills them soon after) was recently created and 
this has led nearly all major world governments to want to attain this 
drug for themselves. In order to prevent the world from falling into war 
and chaos, an unexpected group of skilled thieves is given the job of 
capturing the creator of this drug from the most secure and dangerous 
prison in the entire world. Will they succeed and receive their promised 
reward from their employers, or will they die trying? Read this incredible 
book and find out for yourself. 
—Jake Writer, Class of 2020

Barry, Max       Lexicon
Lexicon is a science fiction book set in the modern day. A talented 
con-artist gets recruited by a secretive school and trained how use 
words to manipulate people. She learns how to “persuade” people to 
kill, steal things and even destroy their own lives. Barry paints a truly 
captivating story of suspense, science, and romance bundled in by just 
enough facts to make the story almost believable. 
—Nick Payne, Class of 2018

Beah, Ishmael        A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier
A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah encaptures 
the emotions and struggles of a young boy in war-torn Sierra Leone. In 
the midst of the civil war, Ishmael flees the violence, only to become a 
part of it himself. When captured by the rebel force, the Revolutionary 
United Front, Ishmael is forced to do the unthinkable. After enduring 
numerous battles and massacres, Ishmael lives to tell his story. This 
book is a true and captivating tale. The reader learns about the real Si-
erra Leone civil war, while also getting an inside look on the fighters and 
how they feel after they escape the havoc. I would highly recommend 
A Long Way Gone for anyone who is looking to get captured by a true 
and captivating story. 
—Reese Fredericksen, Class of 2020

Benjamin, Ali              The Thing About Jellyfish
The Thing About Jellyfish by Ali Benjamin is a wonderful book full of cu-
riosity. In the book the main character is a young girl named Suzy. At the 
beginning of the novel her best friend dies from a tragic drowning ac-
cident. Before the accident Suzy and her friend had a falling out, leav-
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ing Suzy devastated. When Suzy got the news about her best friends 
death she won’t accept it. She knew her friend was a great swimmer 
and doesn’t believe that she could drown. She looks for ways to blame 
something for her death. She creates a theory that her friend died from 
a jellyfish sting. Throughout the book she looks for ways to prove her 
theory right and accept the reality of her friends death. 
—Abigail Wilkinson, Class of 2020

Benyus, Janine              Biomimicry
Biomimicry, by Janine Benyus, is a book that covers both nature and the 
environment and intelligent design. Benyus seeks to answer the ques-
tion of why nature works and how natural design can inform humans 
in their own design processes. Whether it’s designing climate control 
systems modeled after temperature management systems employed 
in termite mounds, shaping a bullet train based off of the beak of a 
kingfisher, or manufacturing a better needle by taking inspiration from a 
mosquito, Benyus demonstrates that there is much to learn from nature.  
Biomimicry is a perfect book for anyone interested in biology and bio-
technology, but also an amazing read for those who are passionate 
about design of any sort, whether it be industrial design, architecture, 
or anything else. Published in 1997 Biomimicry is, unfortunately, a good 
example of how poorly technological literature ages, but many of the 
teachings that Biomimicry preaches are more pertinent today than ever. 
Despite its age, this book remains informative and engaging.
—Gavin Rolls, Class of 2019

Boyne, John    The Boy in the Striped Pajamas
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne is a tragic World War II 
story in which eight-year-old Bruno and his family move from Berlin to 
a concentration camp where his father has just become a commander. 
At the camp, Bruno becomes bored and curious and wanders from his 
home to the camp. Bruno then meets Shmuel, a Jewish boy about his 
age. Although the fence separates them, the two boys still find a way to 
play. The way the book is written will keep you reading all day.
—Maddy McDonald, Class of 2020

Bradbury, Ray      Fahrenheit 451
Fahrenheit 451 is a quick read about a not-so distant dystopian future. 
In this future, books are outlawed by a government which fears an in-
dependently-thinking public, and they use the “firemen” to do their bid-
dings. As opposed to our modern conception of a fireman, the “firemen” 
in this story are the ones sent to seek out and burn all hidden books. 
This story follows one such fireman named Montag. His wife, like much 
of the population, has been sucked into the interactive world of modern 
television. However, be it his involvement with them through his daily 
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work, or his interaction with a young girl named Clarisse, Montag begins 
to explore the mysteries that lie within the covers of the very things 
he has been sent to destroy. Fahrenheit 451 explores the importance 
of free-thinking and how devastating a future such as this could be. 
The book shares many parallels with The Book Thief, by Markus Zusak. 
Aside from the obvious similarity of book burnings, both books discuss 
the power of words and the ability to possess an open mind. Fahrenheit 
451 is a great book for anyone looking for a quick, yet thought provoking 
read.
—Connor Capoot, Class of 2021

Bradbury, Ray      Fahrenheit 451
Ray Bradbury’s masterful book, Fahrenheit 451, truly serves as an epic 
work of dystopian fiction. The novel follows its protagonist, Guy Montag, 
as he works as a fireman, one who burns books for the government. 
Over the course of the novel, Guy’s eyes slowly open to the injustices 
around him, as he sees not only books get burned, but people as well. 
Bradbury’s novel acts as a critique of American society as mindless TV 
begins to grow in popularity and books lose their value to the average 
citizen. The novel warns of an apathy which may very well lead to the 
end of democracy in America. Bradbury’s novel is perfect for those who 
appreciate dystopian fiction. I absolutely recommend it.
—Rory Callison, Class of 2019

Bradbury, Ray       Fahrenheit 451
Fahrenheit 451 is a book that takes place in a dystopian future where 
books are forbidden. You follow a man named guy montag who is a 
worker who finds and burns books. This book enlightened me on the 
power of books and how in modern times we could stray from the mag-
nificence of books. The main character struggles with his mind through-
out the book as he becomes curious with books. The story is riveting 
and will make you feel like you need to read a good old book while you 
are already reading. Each page turn makes you more and more invest-
ed in this future world, making you crave every detail. Must read. 
—Michael Profenius, Class of 2020

Brontë, Charlotte               Jane Eyre
For Charlotte Bronte’s time, this book is futuristic, due to the book’s 
massive theme of feminism. Jane Eyre is the brilliant story of Jane Eyre, 
a young orphan, and the main events of her life. The novel is set in En-
gland’s strict rules of social hierarchy. People were either part of the 
elite or working class. Jane, however, is indeterminate. She seems to be 
in a position that is between the two social classes, and interacts with 
various people from servants, to noble individuals. As shown with her 
relationships with people of a higher status, Jane is able to adapt and 
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resist the class expectations that are placed upon her.
—Phoebe Wang, Class of 2021

Browder, Bill              Red Notice
Red Notice by Bill Browder is a true story about a young American man 
who moves to Russia to start an Investment fund. This book is for those 
of us who like action, scandal, and Russia. In his story Bill deals with the 
Russian’ presidents, Yeltsin and Vladimir Putin’, and the Oligarchs. When 
Bill finds out that 270,000,000 dollars have been stolen from his fund, 
there in only one place to look. Putin. What starts out as a money mak-
ing venture changes into a quest to expose the Russian government as 
well as their deep seeded corruption. What will happen to Bill and his 
relentless lawyer Sergei Magnitsky? Enjoy the heavy amounts of cor-
ruption, greed, and economic prowess in this truly great Novel.
—Charlie Decker, Class of 2021

Brown, Dan              The Da Vinci Code
The Da Vinci Code is a incredible adventure novel, examining secret 
societies throughout history and the origin of Christianity itself. It fol-
lows Robert Langdon, a Harvard professor of symbology, in his search 
to solve the murder of the curator at the Louvre. I enjoyed how realistic 
and intelligent this book felt. It uses a stunning amount of real world 
accuracy, providing non-fictionalized depictions of art and architecture. 
At times, it was difficult to tell what parts of the book were fiction and 
what was real. It drew important conclusions about our world today, 
while also presenting an interesting and engrossing plot, which made 
this book difficult to put down. If you want to read an absolute page 
turner, and are interested in religious history, this book is for you.
—Jack London, Class of 2020

Brown, Daniel James         The Boys in the Boat
The Boys in the Boat is about the nine US Olympic rowers during the 
1936 Olympic Games held in Germany. These games were special 
because the Nazis were rising to power. America, on the other hand, 
was suffering from the Great Depression. The story follows Joe Rantz 
around, one of the nine rowers that was left on the sidewalk by his par-
ents to live and take care of himself. It tells of the hardships and joys 
that he finds through his wife, his high-school sweetheart, Joyce Sim-
dars. He has to find work during a very low-paid time, and even find 
time to make money for college. This book progresses quickly to the 
Olympic races, where the team had to overcome everything to obtain 
the gold, including getting set in the lane with the strongest current 
This non-fiction book is a good, relaxing read that will keep you hooked 
throughout.
—Keith Oxenreider, Class of 2021
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Bryce, Courtenay              The Power of One
Power of One, by Bryce Courtenay, is about a young boy that endures 
humiliation and bullying at his school because of his differences. The 
novel occurs when Hitler cast his cruel shadow across the world with 
the seeds of discrimination taking place in South Africa, where the set-
ting takes place. The Power of One is a great read because of the boy’s 
innocent outlook on his hardships. During such a dark time for society 
and the young boy, his perspective remains positive. I strongly recom-
mend reading this novel. 
—TJ Gibson, Class of 2021

Bryson, Bill         A Short History of Nearly Everything
A Short History of Nearly Everything is a book about the history of our 
universe and the sciences that attempt to explain it. It is without a doubt 
the most engaging nonfiction book I’ve ever read, providing information 
with a sense of awe and wonder, and keeping the tone light with an-
ecdotes about the scientists who pioneered the fields that explore our 
planet and the universe beyond. It manages to be incredibly informa-
tive while reading with the engagement and ease of a comedy novel. It 
acknowledges that the universe is incredibly complex and may never 
be fully understood or explained, and embraces that fact as something 
that makes life worth experiencing and exploring. I fully recommend 
this book to anyone who loves science, history, or lays awake at night 
dreaming of what lies beyond the stars. 
—Aaron Alper, Class of 2019

Butcher, Jim                The Aeronaut’s Windlass
The Aeronaut’s Windlass is a fantastic novel although for slightly more 
mature audiences. It takes the reader to another world. The book is a 
fantasy steampunk novel set in a far future where the surface of the 
earth is uninhabitable, so people live on spires high in the sky. The novel 
is packed with action, adventure, and plenty of magic. From powerful 
mages to epic flying pirate ship battles, any fantasy or steampunk lover 
will enjoy this book. The book follows a conflict between two spires with 
the protagonists fighting for Spire Albion against spire Aurora. However, 
the motivations of the aggressor spire Aurora have a dark truth. The 
novel weaves together the perspectives of multiple characters includ-
ing a dishonorably discharged general, a warrior belonging to a clan 
of intelligent cats, and a mage apprentice. I feel like most people will 
enjoy this great read.
—Connor Malley, Class of 2021

Cargill, Robert              Sea of Rust
Sea of Rust is an impactful novel that challenges one’s conception of 
morality. Recounting the “life” of Brittle, sea of rust goes into the de-
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tails surrounding the technological uprising that led to the end of the 
world as we knew it. Following Brittle’s cold and inhumane existence, 
this novel explores the meaning of morality and ethics in a world that 
demands extreme brutality. Not only does the book make statements 
surrounding the meaning of humanity, and what truly constitutes an 
individual. This novel is a fast paced adventure which both entertains 
and asks important questions of the reader.
—Vaughn Ramsey, Class of 2020

Cass, Kiera         The Selection
The Selection by Kiera Cass takes the reality television show, The Bach-
elor, to a whole new level. It introduces 35 girls to the opportunity to 
marry a beloved prince and to become the princess of their kingdom. 
Following the main character, America, through her journey in the com-
petition and her interactions with the Prince Maxon, a beautiful image of 
the palace and life as a royal is depicted. This contrast from the original 
description of America’s life as someone in the lower class is stagger-
ing. Furthering the plot of the story is America’s forbidden romance with 
her on-again-off-again boyfriend, Aspen, a guard in the palace while 
she is in the competition. The story keeps you guessing about which 
relationship will make it and which won’t. As the first book in a series of 
five, this book is only the beginning of a long and complicated romance. 
A must read for anyone who loves the bachelor or any other dystopian 
romance novel. 
—Claudia Melendez, Class of 2019

Chack, Erin                This Is Really Happening
This is Really Happening is a collection of short essays written by a Se-
nior Writer at Buzzfeed. She reveals everything, from when she got 
hired at Buzzfeed to her adventures in Malta. These stories are perfect 
for reading one at a time or all at once. Some of her stories make you 
laugh, other make you shed a tear. Either way, Chack’s book takes you 
on an emotional rollercoaster that you will want to ride again and again. 
—Lauren Huttner, Class of 2020

Chbosky, Stephen                The Perks of Being a Wallflower
The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky is about a young 
boy named Charlie who is beginning his freshman year of high school. 
The book demonstrates his struggles through his first year as he write 
about them to an unknown person. He talks about family, making 
friends, and his struggles in life. Each letter he writes makes you feel 
like he is writing to you personally, and you are along the ride experi-
encing all of the things he does. This story is a fast read that ends in an 
unexpected way. Although some of the topics in the book are mature, 
it is overall a great story. 
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—Amber Brooks, Class of 2020

Chiger, Krystyna       The Girl in the Green Sweater
The Girl in the Green Sweater is the true story of how young Krystyna 
Chiger, the narrator and the author, as well asher family, survive the Ho-
locaust. After growing up in a wealthy middle-class family in a beautiful 
apartment, the Chigers and other Jews are forced into cramped ghet-
tos, and they are isolated from society when the Nazis invade Poland 
in 1939. After suffering in the ghetto, the Chigers eventually move into 
the sewers beneath the city to escape deportation to the Nazi con-
centration camps. In this novel, Krystyna Chiger describes the unimag-
inable hardships of her family’s struggle to survive beneath the streets 
of Poland as they face discovery, starvation, and even death itself. This 
novel opened my eyes to the horrors Jewish people faced through-
out the Holocaust, not only in the Nazi concentration camps, but also 
in hiding. As a heart-wrenching story of survival, The Girl in the Green 
Sweater captured my attention, and transported me back in time as I 
experienced life in the sewers through the eyes of Krystyna Chiger, a 
Holocaust survivor.
—Carley Wiley, Class of 2020

Christian, Brian Algorithms to Live By: The Computer Science of  
                    Human Decision
Christian and Griffith’s interdisciplinary work explores the algorithmic 
foundation beneath everyday human decisions. It answers questions 
like: when do you stop looking for an apartment in a competitive hous-
ing market? How do you schedule a series of tasks to be completed 
as efficiently and as easily as possible? How do you sort your sock 
drawer by comparing the fewest number of socks? In what situations 
should we leave decisions entirely to chance? This thought-provoking 
read provides an extraordinarily accessible and human insight into the 
algorithms that make computers as powerful and useful as they are 
today, and a knowledge of computer science isn’t necessary to apply 
its teachings to everyday life. Algorithms to Live By is an intriguing and 
highly relevant read.
—Daniel Chao, Class of 2019

Christie, Agatha          And Then There Were None
If you are looking through a book where you want to place yourself in 
a complex crime scene, this is the one for you. Out of all the mystery 
novels that I have read, And Then There Were None falls as one of my 
favorites. Through the twists and turns through the minds of different 
characters, this book drops hints and tiny details that help you deci-
pher “whodunnit.” Stuck on a small island off the coast of Devon, nine 
everyday individuals all mysteriously meet as directed by an invite. All 
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the characters become fairly familiar with a children’s poem called “Ten 
Little Soldiers.” As the days go on, it is their job to work together in order 
to stay alive. This book was so intriguing to read because it was so ex-
citing to piece together all the events and try looking through the eyes 
of a detective. I would recommend this book to anyone who likes plot 
twists and confusion.
—Lauren Krauss, Class of 2021

Christie, Agatha          And Then There Were None
I read this book for the first time in 5th grade and was confused by it. 
However, when I read it again last year the mystery of the story intrigued 
me rather than confusing me. And Then There Were None is a mystery 
that keeps readers turning page after page. The book is set on an Island 
that is completely isolated from the rest of the world with 10 characters 
that are all contacted for various reasons to come to the island. While 
on the island the mystery unfolds and the characters morals are tested. 
This book will keep you guessing and will not let you trust anyone. It is 
a must read. 
—Matthew Redmond, Class of 2020

Christie, Agatha       Murder on the Orient Express
Murder on the Orient Express is an intense murder mystery that will keep 
you guessing. The book follows Hercule Poirot, a Belgian detective, and 
his trip through Europe by train. In the middle of the night a passenger is 
murdered, prematurely ending Poirot’s vacation. He immediately gets 
down to sleuthing and speedily uncovers clues through his investiga-
tion. Every additional clue keeps you turning the page. As soon as you 
think you’ve figured out whodunit, the book will throw you a curveball 
and change your opinion. I would highly recommend this book if you 
are looking for a real page turner. 
—Ellis Lawrence, Class of 2019

Christie , Agatha                    Murder on the Orient Express
Murder On the Orient Express is a novel that will keep you on your toes 
and thinking outside of the pages. The wondrous and mysterious Her-
cule Poirot, abordes the seemingly normal Orient Express, with a cou-
ple other passengers. When the train gets stopped by a blizzard, some-
one is murdered. Who was murdered? How was he murdered? Who did 
it? Follow M. Poirot’s train of thought as he examines every person on 
board and gets to know their deepest and darkest secrets. This exciting 
novel lets the reader be the detective and try to solve the case just as 
a real detective would. Will you be successful and find the murderer, or 
will you let the murderer strike again?
—Bobby Fraser, Class of 2020
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Cline, Emma                   The Girls
A word of warning with The Girls, it is a very risqué book that is only 
intended for a fairly mature audience. The story deals with a fictional 
Manson style cult and one girl’s slow decline into the world of the oc-
cult. Cline has an incredible ability to make the story and its characters 
come alive. All of the motivations and emotions of certain characters, 
no matter how abhorrent or extreme, seem to be justified. If you want a 
unique reading experience, this book is for you.
—Maxwell VanLandschoot, Class of 2019

Cline, Ernest             Reader Player One
Ernest Cline’s Ready Player One is a science fiction novel and new Ste-
ven Spielberg blockbuster film. In the Novel, it tells the story of Wade 
Watts, an 18-year-old and 80s pop-culture obsessed teen in 2045. The 
Book starts in Oklahoma City where Wade lives with his aunt in   “the 
stacks” a collection of once mobile trailer homes now stacked on top of 
each other in 20 story high complexes. Amongst the drug-filled, pov-
erty-stricken, global warming- affected dystopia Wade lives in he has 
one escape: the OASIS. The OASIS is a virtual reality world that Wade 
can escape the grim reality of the real world. In the OASIS Wade at-
tends school, hangs out with friends and most importantly hunts for the 
game creator’s famously hidden egg. The story follows his adventures 
while trying to solve the puzzles that could lead him to all of the fame, 
fortune, and power he could imagine. If he can find all the clues and 
solve the puzzle he has a way out of the reality he desperately wants to 
escape, but at what cost?
—Zea Ramirez, Class of 2021

Cline, Ernest              Ready Player One
It’s the books filled with competition and twists and turns on a seem-
ingly straight path that gets me on my knees begging the reading gods 
to give me more. Ready Player One by Ernest Cline completely satisfied 
this previously unquenched thirst in a way no other book ever has. As 
hard as it was to follow a book filled with subtle 80s trivia music, arcade 
games, and movies (no I was not born in the 80s), the mere idea of a 
virtual contest in a virtual world had me fascinated from the beginning. 
The book follows Wade Watts, a teenage boy from the ‘stacks’ (slums) 
of Oklahoma, in his everlasting quest to find James Halliday’s video 
game easter egg. Unlike most video games which are played on simple 
technology, such as the modern TV, in 2045, games are played on the 
OASIS, a full body immersive simulation, much like virtual reality. On his 
journey, Wade faces challenges one could only dream, and despise, 
of facing. He must choose between guaranteed money from a corrupt 
organization and keeping his morality. He fights for a level playing field 
in a time when the world is as binary as possible, and like most teenage 
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boys he must choose between love and himself. I would highly recom-
mend this book to anyone willing to become, like the OASIS, immersed 
in another world.
—Christopher Tsai, Class of 2020

Cline, Ernest               Ready Player One
Ready Player One is a dystopian novel set in a future where the people 
have given up on the real world and turned to virtual reality instead. 
When the creator of the most popular game dies, he leaves behind a 
hunt, the winner of which will inherit his company. The world instantly 
jumps into competition to complete the quest. Filled with 80’s pop cul-
ture references and characters who feel like they could be real people, 
it’s a fun read that anyone can enjoy.
—Rosie Clark, Class of 2018

Cline, Ernest               Ready Player One
Ready Player One is an homage to the world of geeks, and one of my 
favorite books of all time. It’s 2041, and the real world had been long 
destroyed by people. Now, the entirety of civilization functions within 
a global virtual reality system called the OASIS. It contains businesses 
and schools, is completely free to join, and is the center of life for nearly 
every person on earth. After the creator of the OASIS dies, however, 
he leaves the OASIS with a treasure hunt for the key to inherit his total 
wealth and control over the OASIS. Our main character and protagonist, 
Wade, becomes one of the millions of people racing towards a chance 
not to control the OASIS, but to save it. Full of random 1980s references 
and witty humor, this book is perfect for any geek looking for an enter-
taining book to read. 
—Sophie Carpenter, Class of 2021

Cline, Ernest               Ready Player One
Ready Player One is a very good book. While it is a work of fiction, the 
book comes alive as you turn the pages, constantly enthralling the 
reader with new twists and turns. The book takes place inside of a com-
puter program that disregards the laws of physics, meaning that what 
happens in the story is truly fantastic and amazing. As the characters 
search for the billions of dollars left behind by the creator of the pro-
gram after his death, wars and alliances are formed, murders take place, 
and lives are changed forever. Just like the characters of the book, as 
their avatars are killed and they must return to the real world, you will 
be very disappointed to put down the book when it comes to an end. 
Even for someone who has little interest in video games, this book was 
impossible to put down until I reached the end.
—Austin Jones, Class of 2020
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Coelho, Paulo      The Alchemist
Following your personal legend is harder than one imagines. The uni-
verse tests everyone and only the strong will follow through. In The 
Alchemist The main character Santiago is a lowly sheep herder from 
Andalusia, a part of Southern Spain, who walks the country, always 
seeking greener grass. This novel tells the story of how Santiago fol-
lows his dream to find his personal legend; learning of love, hatred, and 
the language of the world. On his journey to find his personal legend 
Santiago experiences a different world filled with thieves, tribal wars, 
and kings on his way to Egypt. The story of Santiago will give you insight 
into life and how you decide whether to follow or abandoned your per-
sonal legend and dream.
—Wyatt Terry, Class of 2020

Coelho, Paulo      The Alchemist
The Alchemist is an amazing book about following your own path and 
appreciating the journey as well. The book follows a shepherd boy 
named Santiago who has a recurring dream about finding treasure at 
the foot of the pyramids. Santiago sets off on a journey filled with set-
backs, but he manages to learn new things about himself as he pro-
gresses. While I was reading, I felt that the book started a little slow, 
but as I continued to read, I could not put it down! As you get farther 
into the book, you really get to know the character and I felt that I could 
sympathize with him. A primary theme I saw in this book was the pursuit 
of your own personal legend. The book effortlessly shows readers that 
if you find your calling, you should not let fear hold you back. 
—Marcus Tsuei, Class of 2021

Coffey, Wayne             The Boys of Winter
The Boys of Winter provides an incredible insight into the lives of the 
20 young men from the 1980 U.S. men’s hockey team. Many may know 
the story of the United States defeating the hated Soviet Union from 
the movie Miracle on Ice. As a hockey player, I have watched this re-
peatedly and was always curious about the lives of the players beyond 
this historic event. The Boys of Winter tells the story of each player, how 
players such as Neal Broten reached the Olympic team from a prairie 
town in Minnesota, as well as the careers of these iconic players after 
the games. Wayne Coffey’s novel is a must read for any hockey fan, and 
any sports fan, as it dives into the untold stories of a coach, a dream, 
and the 1980 U.S. Olympic Hockey Team.
—Ben Zimmerman, Class of 2020

Cole, August              Ghost Fleet
Ghost Fleet is a book that describes what the next World War would 
look like. I know it’s a book that certain people have to be interested 
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in, but if anyone enjoys war books I think they’d really like this book. I 
found this book really interesting because it includes all the strategy 
that would go into the next World War. It was really cool to me to see 
how the next World War would unfold and how the US would respond. I 
found the book to not be biased either, as it included different perspec-
tives from other countries. It also includes the strategies that China and 
Russia would use against the U.S., which was kind of scary, but really 
interesting. 
—AJ DiChiara, Class of 2020

Collins, Suzanne            The Hunger Games 
The Hunger Games is a dystopian novel that is filled with tons of action. 
The novel incorporates a little bit of everything such as romance, dra-
ma, and adventure. A girl named Katniss Everdeen is chosen to fend for 
her life against other boys and girls in the annual hunger games. Every 
citizen must watch as the youth fight to the death until only one re-
mains. Follow Katniss on her journey as is it is filled with heart stopping 
moments and action. If you are looking for a book that tells of a dysto-
pian future, I would highly recommend this book. This book is targeted 
for a slightly more mature audience; however, anyone can read it.
—Brandon Bergner, Class of 2021

Cooney, Caroline B.          The Face on the Milk Carton
The Face on the Milk Carton is a short, mystery novel about a girl name 
Janie who finds a picture of her from when she was little on the back of 
a milk carton. The letters on the milk carton read “Missing Child”. Janie 
tries to find the truth behind her past while hiding her secrets from her 
loving and supportive parents, who she is convinced did not kidnap 
her. Janie only tells her neighbor, Reeve, what she saw on the back of 
the milk carton. Together, they discover more information leading Janie 
to the truth behind who she really is. This book was so intriguing that I 
could not put it down.
—Lily Kim, Class of 2021

Corey, James                Leviathan Wakes
Leviathan Wakes imagines a world where humans have expanded be-
yond Mars. Mars and Earth teeter on the brink of all out warfare over 
the future of the solar system. The novel explores fictional interplane-
tary politics and warfare from a fast paced and exciting perspective. By 
telling the story simultaneously from multiple perspectives across the 
planets, the only breaks in the action don’t detract from the intensity. 
This novel is great for anyone looking for a Game of Thrones style read.
—Mark Walvoord, Class of 2019
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Crichton, Michael     A Case of Need
A Case of Need is a thriller and wonderful mystery. Dr. John Berry, a pa-
thologist with an intellectual mind, poses multiple questions through-
out the novel that keeps the reader constantly thinking. When a young 
girl dies from a failed abortion, people begin to point fingers at the per-
son who gave her this illegal (at the time) operation. The blame initially 
falls upon John Berry’s friend: Arthur Lee. Throughout the book, how-
ever, the truth is discovered, and there are more secrets behind the girl 
whose life was taken than the pathologist initially thought. This book is 
for readers who love a good mystery and puzzle. Even with complicat-
ed doctor terminologies, the book is easy to follow and is a page turn-
er. I recommend this book to anyone who strives to solve and unpack 
mysteries.
—Charlotte Hillary, Class of 2020

Cronin, Justin           The Passage
Justin Cronin’s The Passage sucks readers into a dark, but at the same 
time, colorful universe. While presenting itself as an action-packed sci-fi 
thriller containing monsters and drug-induced enemies, the novel also 
conveys a very peculiar upbringing of individual success. The author 
begins his adventure by introducing a character named Amy Harper, an 
orphan whose mother left her to a couple of strict nuns and places her 
in constant pain within an  exposed environment; however, as the novel 
continues, readers start to see a drastic transformation of this young, 
poor, and helpless orphaned child. Even in the midst of world annihi-
lation and government-imposed speculations, Amy Harper grows into 
a powerful revolution leader. At first I underestimated the power of this 
book; I looked at it as a type of movie, the stereotypical space movie 
that forces you to fall asleep within minutes. This book walks directly 
away from that plain, old, generic science fiction. Rather, The Passage 
offers readers, such as myself, a chance to stand side by side directly 
with the characters. Through the emotional struggles that appear in this 
nuke-stricken world, readers start to see that every scene, dialogue, 
and ending concur with the same struggles of our everyday lives. With 
the combination of real human emotion and constant action, this book 
is certainly going to provide one with the confidence to also make some 
change in our world. This book is highly recommended! 
—Andrew Park, Class of 2019

Darwin, Charles                On the Origin of Species
On the Origin of Species is a book well worth reading if you are interest-
ed in any field of  science. This book goes over the adventure of Charles 
Darwin on his research trip in the Galapagos. It was fascinating to be 
able to see the research that Darwin did and to see the differences in 
each of the species of finches as he went from island to island. Darwin 
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was able to justify his claims regarding how and why evolution takes 
place by giving clear and concise proof based off of the differences 
found in the finches on each of the islands he studied. It was truly an 
amazing view on how species over time are able, based on the neces-
sities for survival, to evolve to fit into their specific environments and 
become the best fit for their environment. Darwin’s ability to clearly 
state the finches adaptations specific to each island made this book 
well worth my time.
—Mckay Lindsay, Class of 2020

Dashner, James               The Maze Runner
The novel The Maze Runner is a thrilling read with a great plot. The book 
is set inside of a Maze. The main character Thomas wakes up one day in 
this Maze which the other kids around his same age call the Glade. They 
all have similar stories about how they got there, but no one knows how 
to get out. The few brave enough to explore the extremities of the maze 
are called the runners. They go into the maze not knowing what to ex-
pect but make sure to keep record of the maze to hopefully one day 
solve the puzzle. Thomas must face hardships between the people he 
loves, monsters in the maze, and betrayal of his friends in order to make 
it out of the maze alive. 
—Rogelio Martinez, Class of 2021

Dashner, James              The Maze Runner
The Maze Runner by James Dashner is a thrilling and suspenseful read. 
The book begins with the main character, Thomas, arriving in the mys-
terious glade with no memory except his own name. He wakes up 
surrounded by other boys whose memories are also gone. Thomas 
is extremely curious and has a countless number of questions for the 
leader, Alby. Alby has been in the glade for two years and created an 
environment where the boys can live safely. However, the boys aren’t 
really safe at all. In fact, they are surrounded by a maze. In this maze lies 
deadly creatures who aren’t afraid to kill. Thomas becomes so interest-
ed in the maze that he runs into it, hoping to find a way out. This book 
was the best book that I have ever read, and thankfully, it’s the first book 
in a trilogy. The amount of times this book gave me chills is countless. 
It will definitely make you not want to put the book down. The ending 
of The Maze Runner will surprise you, but throughout your journey of 
reading this book, always expect the unexpected.
—Bradley Frank, Class of 2021

Dashner, James               The Maze Runner
The Maze Runner is an intense, suspenseful book. It was one of the first 
books that I have read that I was almost glued to. At the beginning of 
the book, the main character, Thomas, wakes up in a steel cage eleva-
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tor, that had been moving upwards for the past thirty minutes. He had 
no knowledge of how he had gotten there, or any memory from his life. 
The only thing that he was certain of was his name. At this point I was 
already extremely excited to see what the rest of the book would entail. 
The awesome part about The Maze Runner was that this same level of 
suspense lasts throughout the entire book. When I started reading it, I 
couldn’t stop. I don’t consider myself to be a big reader as I would rath-
er be playing sports or doing something outside. With this book, I sat 
down for an entire day reading. I would highly recommend this book to 
anyone who likes futuristic reading or a plot that will keep you on the 
edge on your chair. 
—Jordan Davis, Class of 2021

Descartes, René        The works of René Descartes
Challenge your preconceived ideas of existence by exploring the Evil 
Demon Thought Experiment as well as many other exotic theories. At-
tempt to understand what true relaxation implies with a philosophers 
outlook on true peace. This book will push you to think outside the 
bounds of life and human thought. If you like a challenge this book is 
for you.
—Danielle Norris, Class of 2019

Doerr, Anthony           All the Light We Cannot See
All the Light We Cannot See is a really wonderful book about crossing 
paths during World War II. It traces the stories of a French girl and a Ger-
man boy whose lives eventually intertwine. The characters will make 
you feel deeply connected to the novel, and the story is beautiful al-
though sad. It was one of those books where I wouldn’t be able to put 
it down for hours at a time. I highly recommend it if you want a book to 
feel completely lost in.
—Kayla Robertson, Class of 2020

Donlea, Charlie               The Girl Who Was Taken
Nicole and Livia Cutty are sisters who live in Emerson Bay, North Car-
olina. One night, Nicole is abducted from a party on the beach, along 
with another girl named Megan McDonald. Megan is found running for 
her life a few weeks later along the highway after she escapes from a 
bunker in the woods. She is rescued and she instantly becomes a na-
tional hero, showered with love and publicity. She is the success story 
that everyone wants to hear, and after hearing so much about Megan, 
Nicole is soon forgotten by everyone except for her sister. Livia never 
gave up on searching for her sister, and with the help of unexpected 
people, she is able to uncover shocking things which were unforeseen 
by Livia or the reader. This mystery is full of surprising twists and turns 
and I couldn’t put it down. While it has bits of humor in it, this book 
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mainly has a thrilling and intense plot.
—Janet McDermott, Class of 2021

Donoghue, Emma         Room
Room is a thrilling story about a boy and his mother who have been 
trapped in a room for years. As the reader, I became attached to the 
characters and cared so much about what happened to the two in the 
end. As you continue reading, there are triumphs for the two characters, 
but the story doesn’t end there. The ups and downs in the story make 
this such an interesting and easy read. The descriptions in the book are 
so detailed, and I found myself not being able to put the book down. 
Room is the perfect book for anyone looking for a dark psychological 
thriller. 
—Campbell Patteson, Class of 2020

Draper, Sharon      Out of My Mind
In the novel Out of my Mind by Sharon Draper, eleven year old Melody 
has a photographic memory and excels inside the 5th grade classroom, 
as the smartest kid. The smartest kid with one disability, cerebral palsy. 
Melody isn’t able to walk, talk, or even write all of her thoughts remain 
in her mind as if she is trapped by them. Often those who are different 
stand out especially within young children, Melody is constantly bul-
lied throughout the novel. Everything changes when Melody is finally 
set free from her world, yet her classmates are not ready to hear her 
voice. However, she is surrounded by teachers, friends and family who 
encourage her to preserve and  become her best self. Sharon Draper 
takes you on a thrilling adventure where you develop more empathy 
and respect for those who overcome and have a disabilities. 
—Mariana Medeiros, Class of 2021

Dryden, Ken              The Game
The Game by Ken Dryden is an amazing read for any sports fan. The 
book was released in 1983, only a few years following Dryden’s legend-
ary hockey goalie career. The book has proved to be timeless through 
the last 35 years for hockey fans along with all sports fans. It goes 
through Ken Dryden’s last year as a Montreal Canadian in the National 
Hockey League. The team struggles to find its identity at the beginning 
of the season and it is a great story about the journey that is an NHL 
season. The Game by Ken Dryden is an amazing must read story about 
a legendary sports figure and his last season. It is a story of triumph and 
determination and is an amazing book for most readers.
—William Kandel, Class of 2020

Dumas, Alexandre           The Count of Monte Cristo
Don’t be intimidated by the size of this book. It is quickly paced, en-
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thralling, and anything but boring. It tells the story of Edmond Dantes, 
a young boy with everything he could ever want, until he is wrong-
ly convicted of treason and thrown into prison. The novel depicts his 
transformation from innocence to insanity as he becomes desperate 
for revenge. As his plot for vengeance unfolds, this book will have you 
wishing for revenge almost as much as Edmond is. The book develops 
many different subplots and characters and does a wonderful job of 
tying them all together into the most complex and incredible plot for 
revenge ever. 
—Ellie Sullivan, Class of 2020

Ebershoff, David     The Danish Girl
One of the most intriguing novels that I read this year was The Danish 
Girl by David Ebershoff. Inspired by the true story of Lili Elbe, the first 
transgender woman to undergo sex reassignment surgery, this nov-
el follows Lili, Einar, and his wife, Greta, through the journey of Einar’s 
transformation into Lili. This story brings up an interesting question: 
what makes a woman a woman? Although ultimately Lili determines 
that undergoing sex reassignment surgery will make her feel like a true 
woman, Lili’s journey through identity is a fascinating and enlightening 
thing to read as a cisgendered woman, and I do strongly believe that 
a person can identify with whatever gender they feel is appropriate for 
themselves, regardless as to what is between their legs. Additionally, I 
do not believe that there are only two genders, but through literary de-
vices, such as olfactory imagery and some recurring motifs, Ebershoff 
explores the stereotypes of the gender binary, thus causing the reader 
to question our perceptions of gender. While this piece does not shed 
light on being transgender in today’s society, it reminds us that trans-
gender is not a new concept, for many people throughout history have 
been assigned a gender at birth that they do not identify with. Overall, 
The Danish Girl is an intriguing read to explore not only what it might 
have been like to be LGBTQ+ in the early 20th century, but also what 
challenges one must face when once coming to terms with a person’s 
own identity.
—Kelly Brown, Class of 2019

Edgers, David                The Circle
The Circle is the best dystopia, realistic fiction, and young adult book I 
have ever read. The moment Mae joins the circle  you will get hooked. 
The power that the circle has over society is frightening and results in 
a great thrill for the reader. Also, the concept of “everything must be 
known” is something that you can relate to real life. This company has 
a lot of ideas and inventions that seem very realistic, so it is easy to re-
late this book to your everyday life. It is an easy read with a lot of twist 
and turns, but most importantly, it has you hooked until the end on the 
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question of what is going to happen to Mae. I highly recommend this 
book to teenagers because it is very relatable  and a fantastic read.
—Will Hennes, Class of 2018

Eggers, Dave                 The Circle
The Circle by Dave Eggers is a great science fiction novel. This book 
addresses a near future dystopia where everyone is connected through 
technology. This book addresses themes such as privacy, freedom and 
confinement, ethics and morals, greed, and control. This book is truly 
a page turner that will force a connection between the reader and the 
main character Mae. As she navigates taking a new job at the world’s 
most dominant tech company on the planet, The Circle. 
—TJ Love, Class of 2018

Eggers, Dave                The Circle
Encapsulating the potential dystopian future that could result simply 
from the technology that we have access to today, Dave Eggers’ The 
Circle tells a thrilling tale of a society dominated by a seemingly well-in-
tentioned tech and social media company, a tale made all the more 
terrifying by its proximity to our own society. Eggers ability to build the 
world of The Circle is astounding, from his invention of products within 
the company to the development of characters that both stand with 
and against The Circle’s intentions. The book’s ending will leave you 
questioning your own interactions with technology, making it a truly 
worthy read.
—Tyler Whitaker, Class of 2018

Faulkner, William       As I Lay Dying
As I Lay Dying follows a family’s journey to properly honor their mother. 
The formatting uses points of view from every character allowing the 
reader to understand as deeply as possible what is going on through-
out the story. As conflict ensues and tempers flare, the family grows 
closer and farther apart, and they struggle to stay on task. As I Lay Dy-
ing is an a great read for an intellectual reader looking to dig deep into 
characters and what they really want.
—Jack Frank, Class of 2018

Fitzgerald, F. Scott            The Beautiful and Damned
The Beautiful and Damned captures humanities’ obsession to be wealthy, 
loved, excited, and beautiful, while also showing how this desire can 
overtake us. At the beginning of the novel, the reader is introduced to 
the two main characters, Gloria and Anthony. Gloria is a gorgeous wom-
an who has been chased by hundreds of men because of her enticing 
appearance. Anthony is a Harvard scholar that is the grandson of one of 
the most wealthy men in New York. At first, the love of Gloria and Antho-
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ny is admirable and elegant, but as the characters grow up together, it 
becomes apparent that their relationship is a lot uglier than it looks. The 
two struggle to maintain their love for each other as they continuously 
put their own superficial desires above caring for each other. This is my 
favorite book by F. Scott Fitzgerald, and I recommend it to anyone that 
enjoys watching love transform from the beautiful to damned.
 —Lily Monsour, Class of 2019

Fitzgerald, F. Scott               The Great Gatsby
The Great Gatsby follows the lives of Nick Carraway who falls into the 
life of neighbor, Jay Gatsby. The book places you in the story alongside 
the characters, exploring the truths of wealth, class systems, and what 
it takes to stay afloat in New York during the Roaring 20’s. Fitzgerald 
uses the descriptions of his fantasies to draw you in and keep you con-
tent with every word. The story provokes you to figure things out for 
yourself, never truly giving you a straight answer.
—Leah Kim, Class of 2020

Fitzgerald, F. Scott                The Great Gatsby
The Great Gatsby is a novel told through the perspective of Nick Car-
raway who recently moved moved next to a mysterious millionaire 
known as Jay Gatsby. He learns about Jay’s secret obsession for Daisy 
Buchanan, the wife of Tom Buchanan who lives across the pier. Gatsby 
reaches for the green light on Daisy’s dock, but this reach causes lots of 
problems to be brought upon him. 
—Guillermo Garcia Tejeda, Class of 2020

Fitzpatrick, Huntley               My Life Next Door
My all-time favorite book is the perfect summer romance novel for any 
teenager. My Life Next Door follows Samantha and Jace, two teens who 
have lived next to each other for most of their lives, but whose paths 
have rarely crossed. This book is not your typical, ultra sappy romance 
novel as it manages to build in challenges to the principles and mor-
als of the characters. It is the ideal speed, allowing for detail without 
becoming monotonous. On top of that, the supporting characters add 
a certain touch to the novel that makes it an entertaining and amusing 
read. My Life Next Door is a fan favorite and worth the time of any teen 
who wants an easier level read over the summer. 
—Molly Miller, Class of 2020

Flores-Galbis, Enrique            90 Miles to Havana
This is a novel based on three boys who had to fly to Florida because 
of the Cuban revolution. They grow up in camps in Florida and bring to 
light the mistreatment and discrimination towards Cubans. The three 
boys have to deal with bullies and staying together. Through ups and 
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downs they face adversity while hearing about the collapse of the Cu-
ban government. They wonder if they will ever be reunited with their 
parents again or touch Cuban soil. 
—Nicholas Mayer, Class of 2021

Foer, Joshua             Moonwalking with Einstein
How does one memorize 83,431 digits of pi without having a photo-
graphic memory? In Moonwalking with Einstein: The Art and Science of 
Remembering Everything Joshua Foer recounts his journey from being a 
man with an average memory to becoming a finalist at the US Memory 
Championships. After a year of preparation with the nation’s top “men-
tal athletes” and researching various memory techniques, he begins to 
understand the unique intricacies of human memory. He attributes his 
success in memorization to the methods he employs. Fans of Sherlock 
Holmes will remember that the detective uses the memory palace as a 
technique to help him solve crimes. A memory palace involves remem-
bering one thing in order to recall another. At the same time, Foer draws 
to the reader’s attention to the history of memorization, highlighting the 
roots of modern memorization. At its core, Moonwalking with Einstein 
hopes to answer the following question: what is memory? If you are 
interested in learning about memory this book is a fast-paced read that 
will shift your understanding of the topic. 
—Joaquin Abarca, Class of 2021

French, Tana           In the Woods
An exquisitely written mystery, In the Woods is one of those books that 
sucks you in immediately, and never lets you go. The first book of the 
astounding Dublin Murder Squad series, In the Woods tells the haunt-
ing, yet beautifully spun story of young Katy Devlin; whose broken body 
was found in the same woods that main character, Adam (Rob) Ryan 
experienced the most traumatizing event of his childhood. Not for the 
faint of heart, or those younger than a mature 12, this book faces the dis-
turbing and incredible as it explores deeper into the twisted and mys-
terious circumstances of Katy Devlin. While there are some darker and 
often creepy themes, this book is worth it for a glimpse into French’s 
creative and enigmatic world.
—Lucy Fitez, Class of 2021

Friedman, Thomas              From Beirut to Jerusalem
From Beirut to Jerusalem gives a very interesting yet deep insight into 
the Middle Eastern conflict through the story of Thomas L. Friedman’s 
life as a reporter in the region. The first portion of the novel goes in 
depth about his experiences while living in Beirut and what he got see 
that was shut out to the rest of the world. The second part then de-
scribes his time while working in Israel. Having the same narrator/au-
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thor on both sides of conflict gives a one kind perspective to the reader. 
This book is a must read for anyone interested in the Middle East or 
international relations in general.
—Ari Diamond-Topelson, Class of 2020

Galceran, Jordi          El Método Grönholm
The play El Método Grönholm is a fascinating short play written in Span-
ish. While it is not entirely a mystery, the play makes the reader deci-
pher whether the characters are telling the truth or merely trying to win 
the challenges. Galceran throws curve balls to the reader on almost 
every page while also adding wit to the story to decrease the tension. 
While a basic understanding of spanish is needed if you want to read it 
in spanish, it has been translated to other languages, allowing everyone 
to read it. The play is a quick read and a great story to read if you have a 
little bit of time this summer.
—Matthew Grewe, Class of 2019

Galceran, Jordi          El Método Grönholm
El Método Grönholm by Jordi Galceran is a book about four candidates 
for a single job at a top technology company called Dekia, who have 
to go through a series of tests and games while being observed by an 
undercover spy who is among them. Throughout the story, there are 
many plot twists and changes, and when you think you have figured 
it out, there is a turn of events that shake everything up. This mystery 
book keeps the reader on their toes, while we uncover secrets of the 
candidates and exactly how the Grönholm method is used to select 
a candidate for the position. This book is suspenseful with something 
new and exciting on every page, and as the story unfolds, the reader 
can’t help but think about what they would do in this extreme and un-
comfortable situation. 
—Nicole Trujillo, Class of 2019

Galloway, Scott The Four: The Hidden DNA of Amazon, Apple,  
                     Facebook, and Google
The Four: The Hidden DNA of Amazon, Apple, Facebook, and Google, by 
Scott Galloway, gives an in-depth look at the four companies that hold 
an almost monopolistic hold over our current society. Galloway shifts 
his focus from one company to another, describing how they each ca-
ter to a deep human desire/need. For example, Galloway compares 
Google to God because nowadays, most humans are more honest with 
their Google searches than what they pray for. It is important to under-
stand the power of the four companies because they are becoming in-
creasingly powerful. For perspective, Apple’s market cap is larger than 
the entire Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the Netherlands. I would 
recommend this book for people who are interested economics, busi-
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ness, and technology. 
—Max Lewis, Class of 2019

Gantos, Jack           Dead End In Norvelt
Dead End In Norvelt is a book written by Jack Gantos about the story 
of Jack Gantos. One summer when his curious mind causes him to fire 
his father’s prized sniper rifle, it lands him in hot water. His punishment? 
Helping his elderly neighbor. His neighbor Miss Volker writes obituaries 
for the town’s newspaper, and Jack Gantos quickly comes to realize the 
elderly folks in Norvelt are dying quicker than they should. He becomes 
skeptical and leads him on an adventure to places like a bomb shelter 
in the search of thin mint cookies. 
—Jack Kenyon, Class of 2018

Gilman, Charlotte      The Yellow Wallpaper
If you are a fan of Stephen King’s It or Bram Stoker’s Dracula then you 
will definitely enjoy this gothic, creepy short story called The Yellow 
Wallpaper by Charlotte Perkins Gilman. Throughout the entire story I 
was not able to put it down as it was suspenseful till the end. It is a story 
about a woman who has postpartum depression, and her husband tries 
everything possible to get her better. They move to a house out in the 
country, and she is stuck in a room everyday with yellow wallpaper by 
the request of her husband. She implores him everyday to let her out, 
but he does not listen. As the story goes on readers are able to see her 
craziness and illness get worse and worse as her hallucinations seem 
to grow everyday. Shadows of a woman seem to appear in the yellow 
wallpaper and at the end of the story we later find out who the woman 
in the wallpaper is. 
—Celestial Barrera-Lopez, Class of 2018

Gladwell, Malcolm  Blink: The Power of Thinking Without Thinking
This novel is very thought provoking as its premise is to teach the read-
er how the unconscious part of the brain functions. It contains specific 
experiments done by scientists and psychologists and describes how 
our brains put things into categories and make judgements without us 
even knowing. The author comes to new conclusions about the actions 
you are prone to subconsciously do in a split second because of socie-
tal norms and things that you have witnessed previously. It is extremely 
well written and the author is very articulate about his theories and ar-
guments. It really opened my eyes to a lot of things that I did not notice 
before and I loved how I could relate it back to my own life. To read this 
book, you don’t necessarily have to enjoy reading about psychology 
because I think it would be interesting for all people. 
—Annie Mandava, Class of 2020
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Gladwell, Malcolm             David and Goliath
For anyone looking to find motivation and inspiration in their life, David 
and Goliath is the perfect book for you. David and Goliath is an inspiring 
collection of stories that changes your perspective about being an un-
derdog and its disadvantages. David and Goliath highlights how under-
dogs are able to turn disabilities and disadvantages into advantages. 
One of my favorite stories is how a man named Gary Cohn rose to be-
come the president of Goldman Sachs even though he is dyslexic. Da-
vid and Goliath argues that some of our greatest strengths can also be 
our greatest weaknesses. David and Goliath develops an appreciation 
for an underdog and brings out character qualities that are admirable 
and often not recognized in underdogs. David and Goliath also allows 
people to understand that setbacks can become setups and some of 
your greatest flaws can also be your greatest gifts. After reading the 
book I was inspired to think about my problems in different ways and 
provided me with a new way of embracing them and overcoming them.
—Henry Rogers, Class of 2019

Gladwell, Malcolm                   Outliers
In Outliers Malcolm Gladwell examines the factors contribute to the 
achievement of successful people. In the book, Gladwell examines 
studies across many subjects from the level of academic achievement 
in rural Chinese towns to the success of players in the Canadian Junior 
Hockey League. He explains each study in graspable language and in 
an easy way to digest. Between the studies Gladwell weaves the life 
stories of successful people related to the statistics and his anecdotes 
read well. 
—Laird Stewart, Class of 2018

Gladwell, Malcolm                  Outliers
The book, Outliers, by Malcolm Gladwell is a breathtaking book that 
challenges one’s perceptions about life and opportunities in life. Glad-
well explores different stories about people and phenomenons that are 
deemed “outliers” in society for challenging the ontological structures. 
Through these stories, Gladwell develops theories that try to rationalize 
these success or unsuccessful stories. All in all, Gladwell gives insight 
to the reader about characteristics necessary to succeed in life. I would 
100% recommend this novel to to one seeking a humbling and inspira-
tional story.
—Grant Ho, Class of 2019

Gladwell, Malcolm The Tipping Point: How Little Things Can Make  
       a Big Difference
The Tipping Point, by Malcolm Gladwell, is about how a trend, idea, or 
social behaviors can cross a certain point causing that idea to spread 
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throughout the world. The book uses statistics taken from many sur-
veys to explain why certain fashion trends grab hold, or a drop in crime 
rates spreads so quickly. Malcolm Gladwell analyzes many different sit-
uations where there is a sudden drop or increase in certain things to 
show how there is a tipping point that causes an epidemic. If you are 
someone who likes to learn about how or why things happen then you 
will like this book.
—Max Ho, Class of 2021

Glasgow, Kathleen          Girl in Pieces
This is the story of a girl who struggles to find her footing in the world 
after escaping from sex slavery. The girl, Charlie, who has struggled 
with self-harm and abuse all her life, discovers how to protect and re-
spect herself. The story begins in a mental health hospital, but she is 
released prematurely for financial reasons. She is thrown into the world 
and forced to find work, a place to live, and new friends all on her own. 
The story follows the challenges Charlie is faced with. The story is both 
exciting and heart breaking, and you won’t be able to set it down after 
you begin reading. 
—Claire Crossman, Class of 2019

Grann, David              Killers of the Flower Moon
Killers of the Flower Moon is an enticing and eye-opening novel. It is the 
story of the Osage tribe in Oklahoma during the early 1920s. This tribe 
had become incredibly rich due to the amount of oil on their land. This 
book completely exposes American racism as this tribe is completely 
taken advantage of. The book follows the mysterious murders of over 
20 Osage members in a historically accurately and exciting way. It will 
make you hate Americans, and wonder how you had never heard of 
these tribes before. 
—Declan Soane, Class of 2020

Grant, Michael             Gone
Gone is the first book in a six book series by Michael Grant. His writing 
has kept me on the edge of my seat throughout Gone and the rest of 
the series. The book takes place in Perdido Beach, California where a 
nuclear accident occurs and everyone above the age of 15 suddenly 
disappears. A large trabslucent dome has trapped the kids in Perdido 
Beach. Strange things begin to happen to the animals and kids inside 
the dome and everyday is full of danger and survival. People begin to 
choose sides in an impending war. The main character must find a way 
to survive and save the people who he values most. This is a great read 
and it will instantly grab the attention of the reader.
—Brooks Hauser, Class of 2021
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Grant, Wayne                 Longbow
The book Longbow is about a Danish boy who shoots a deer that a Nor-
man nobleman was hunting with a forbidden weapon, the longbow. 
Set in England in the 1100s, the nobleman’s men go up to the moun-
tains to hunt for the missing bow, and in the process, the boy’s father is 
killed. Distraught and enraged, the boy shoots all but the nobleman’s 
son who manages to escape. The boy is forced to flee, and through 
the process has adventures with a Norman knight, visits the great city 
of London, and has to deal with a relentless assassin on his tale. This 
action-packed book captivated me from start to finish and is one of the 
few books that gives depth to each and every character.
—Paul Kratter, Class of 2021

Greaney, Mark          The Gray Man
The Gray Man follows the story of Court, the best assassin in the world. 
When Gentry’s life gets turned around after a mission gone wrong, he 
is sent on the run forced to consider his values. I very much enjoyed 
reading this book, and the fast-paced action kept me engaged the en-
tire time. This book is a page turner with thrilling action; I could not put 
it down. While this book is not one for the faint of heart, I highly recom-
mend The Gray Man to anyone looking for an action-packed novel that 
will keep you on the edge of your seat.
—Will Coors, Class of 2019

Green, John          An Abundance of Katherines
An Abundance of Katherines by John Green is the most intriguing, excit-
ing, and unique book I have read in a while. I started it on a Friday night, 
and by Sunday morning, I was beyond sad to have already finished it. 
The book follows the life of Colin Singleton and his best friend Hassan 
Harbish as they travel to a town called Gutshot, Tennessee, where they 
search for new experiences, love (for Colin mainly of people named 
Katherine) and adventure and end up finding all of that and more. You 
will not be able to put down this book, and you will fall in love with each 
character. Whether you are looking for some motivation, or just a little 
fun this summer, this book will inspire you and make you laugh out loud. 
—Sydney Gart, Class of 2018

Green, John          An Abundance of Katherines
If you enjoy heart-wrenching, moving novels, I highly recommend you 
read An Abundance of Katherines by John Green. This adult teen nov-
el was a 2007 Michael L. Printz Honor book and a finalist for the Los 
Angeles Times Book Prize. Following Colin Singleton, a high school 
graduate who was once a child prodigy with an obsession for anagram-
ming, the novel highlights his growth as a young man. When it comes 
to relationships, everyone has a type. As the novel’s title suggests, Col-
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in Singleton’s type is girls named Katherine. He has dated, and been 
dumped nonetheless, by 19 Katherines. After his last relationship ends, 
he decides to venture into the unknown in search of love on a road trip 
with his best friend, Hassan. Ultimately as the scenery changes on their 
trip, both Colin and Hassan change as people. Through self reflection, 
Colin’s individuality is emphasized and he begins to learn who he truly 
is and what he wants in life–which may not include a Katherine. If you 
enjoy coming of age novels about growth, dreams and knowledge, you 
should definitely read An Abundance of Katherines by John Green.
—Caley Capoot, Class of 2020

Green, John              Looking for Alaska
Looking for Alaska follows a teen, Miles Halter, when he goes to Culver 
Creek Boarding School and is faced with new friends, new experiences, 
and a new girl. Alaska Young is witty, gorgeous, and mysterious. Miles 
has an obsession with last words, especially dead poet Francis Rabe-
lais’ “seeking a great perhaps.” Alaska leads him into a completely new 
outlook on the world and shows him life. Looking for Alaska is a great 
read because it shows you how much one life can affect another. If you 
have read any of John Green’s other books or are looking for a good 
teen romance with a twist, Looking for Alaska is the book for you! 
—Kelsey Shankle, Class of 2021

Green, John             Looking for Alaska
Looking for Alaska by John Green seeks to understand and elaborate 
on teen friendship and bonding. It highlights the lengths people will 
go to keep their friendships and the what happens when those friend-
ships are put to test and shattered. The plot follows Miles Halter as he 
attends Culver Creek Preparatory High School and the experiences he 
gains with his newfound friends. After reading this book, I reflected on 
my own friendships and wondered what would happen if tragedy stuck 
us. Whether we would stick together of fall apart. Overall, John Green 
has created a very relatable, and overall heart warming book, that lets 
you take a step back and view your own life through a new lens. I highly 
recommend this book to anyone who values friendship and compan-
ionship. 
—Jack Parkhouse, Class of 2020

Green, John             Looking for Alaska
Looking for Alaska by John Green is a fantastic book entailing the fan-
tastic life of a boarding school teenager’s experiences discovering him-
self in a new environment. In the novel, Miles, the main character, learns 
to cope with new adventures, new friends, a challenging school, his 
emotions, and a climatic event that the book seems to revolve around. 
As he meets Alaska, someone who will forever change his life, he learns 
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how to be confident, courageous, and learn how to cope with the inev-
itable. This was one of my all time favorite books, and I would definitely 
recommend it to anyone looking for a little bit of adventure. 
—Lilyrose Bahrabadi, Class of 2019

Green, John            Paper Towns
Paper Towns by John Green follows the totally average life of Quentin 
Jacobsen until one night when his long time crush and next door neigh-
bor, Margo Roth Spiegelman, asks for his accompaniment on a night to 
remember. They drive all around Orlando, wreaking havoc on the peo-
ple who have wronged Margo throughout high school. In the morning 
though, Margo is gone. What ensues is a wild, mysterious goose chase, 
following the clues that Margo left for him. The book is an easy read 
with laugh-out-loud moments along with moments of heartfelt sincer-
ity. Most of all, it is a taste of teenage life, and it possesses an authentic 
high-school-feeling that any teenager can appreciate. 
—Zachariah Schlichting, Class of 2019

Green, John           Paper Towns
Paper Towns is a captivating unique novel that follows the life of the 
Quentin Jacobsen who has been hopelessly in love with his wildly mys-
terious and beautiful neighbor, Margo Roth Spiegelman, for all of his 
life. Their friendship, by the time they reach high school, has deterio-
rated, until one night Margo sneaks into Quentin’s room and invites him 
to join her on a mission of revenge. The next morning, however, Margot 
is gone. The rest of the novel follows Quentin on a mission to find Mar-
got through the clues that she left behind for him. The book is divided 
into three sections: The Strings, The Grass and The Vessel. The name 
of each sections follows a certain theme (The Strings is about irrevers-
ible change; The Grass is about friends and memories; The Vessel is 
about journeys and destinations) and Green does an amazing job of 
tying unique and thoughtful metaphors into each element of the story.
—Taylor Graham, Class of 2020

Green, John        The Fault In Our Stars
The Fault In Our Stars follows the journey of a teenage girl named Hazel 
who is dealing with cancer. The author is able to strike the reader with 
emotions and develop a connection with the main character. When 
Hazel first learns of her disease she is distraught and tries to hide her-
self from the outside world, but when she meets Augustus everything 
changes. Augustus is another teenager dealing with cancer, except he 
has a very different perspective than Hazel. Together, along with an-
other friend, Isaac, live the remainder of their lives to the fullest, and do 
everything that they didn’t get the chance to experience before. Hazel 
finds a new side of herself through her disease and her new friends. 
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This book is great for everyone because through the romance and ad-
ventures almost every person can develop a personal connection to 
the characters in come way. It is an emotional read that truly gives the 
reader a different perspective on this disease. 
—Holly Shankle, Class of 2021

Green, John     The Fault In Our Stars
The Fault In Our Stars is a meaningful story about a girl who has to over-
come significant obstacles that could determine her entire future. The 
novel is written in a way so that people of all ages could comprehend 
the information and relate. It was a heartwarming, tragic, and moving 
story that kept you on your feet the whole way through, and it was real-
istic enough for people to actually relate to the characters. It forces the 
reader to think about your own being and how meaningful and lucky 
you are to even have a life. By the end of The Fault In Our Stars, I was 
brought to tears.
—Julianna Pook, Class of 2018

Green, John              Turtles All The Way Down
Turtles All The Way Down offers an intriguing blend of a mystery and de-
tective adventure with the relatable, high school plot lines often found 
in John Green books. The novel is told through the eyes of Aza, a 16 
year old girl who struggles with anxiety and OCD. When a mysterious 
businessman goes missing, Aza and her friend Daisy spring to action, 
hoping to claim a $100,000 reward. Throughout her journey to find out 
what happened, Aza simultaneously has to navigate the world of friend 
and boy drama and work to improve her mental health. The end result 
is a funny and, at times, sad story that is well worth the read.
—Kayla Tuchman, Class of 2018

Green, John               Turtles All the Way Down
This is by far the best book that I have read in a very long time. In my 
opinion, John Green’s ability to evoke every emotion under the sun 
through his writing is unparalleled. Additionally, he is able to give each 
character such a depth of backstory that the reader is able to relate 
on an incredibly personal level. The bare bones of the book follows a 
16 year old Aza who has severe anxiety and her best friend Daisy, as 
they attempt to discover the whereabouts of billionaire Russell Picket 
through the help of his son, Davis. However, the actual plot is so much 
more complicated and entertaining from the first word to the last pe-
riod. I would highly recommend this book, if nothing else than the in-
credible plot twist at the end!
—Sidney Chong, Class of 2019
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Haddon, Mark             The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime
Christopher Boone is a teenager living in England with Asperger’s syn-
drome. The curious boy finds his neighbor dead dog, Wellington, in the 
lawn. Always having respected Wellington, he wonders why anyone 
would want to kill the dog. Christopher has always been a fan of Sher-
lock Holmes, and decides to try some detective work of his own. He 
chronicles his works, and his journey to find the motive for the killing of 
Wellington leads him to a finish no reader will expect. 
—Lukas Thomas, Class of 2020

Haddon, Mark             The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime is one of the best per-
spective mystery books I have ever read. It follows the journey of Chris-
topher Boon, a fifteen year old kid who suffers from Asperger’s Syn-
drome. The tale is extraordinary at detailing the mystery along with 
following the narrative of his syndrome. The book places the reader 
in a persuasive and scared kid, trying to find his mother along with the 
culprit of the murder of his neighbors dog. Christopher’s lack of trust 
makes him vulnerable to the adults he meets along his journey, and he 
must learn how to persevere to find the truth. This complex story leads 
to many intriguing and exciting plot twists which leaves the reader and 
Christopher wondering who they can trust.
—Phillip Roseto, Class of 2020

Hand, Cynthia         My Lady Jane
I was hesitant to read this book because of the somewhat girly, prin-
cess-esque cover, but I’m very glad that I did. My Lady Jane is the tragic 
story of Lady Jane Eyre, who was decapitated after only nine days as 
Queen of England in 1553. This story, however, isn’t quite so morbid: in 
fact, only the first half of the historically fictional novel sticks to the true 
story, and only just. Instead of the non-consensual marriage and tragi-
cally short life of the real Lady Jane Eyre, Ashton, Hand, and Meadows 
construct a story with much more romance, magic, and humor. If you’re 
interested in a story that will literally make you laugh out loud and will 
not at all contribute to the growth of your historical knowledge, My Lady 
Jane strikes the ideal balance between the two.
—Olivia Cohen, Class of 2020

Harari, Yuval Noah  Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind
While not a love story or dystopian novel, Sapiens is perhaps the best 
book I have ever read. The nonfiction work by historian and professor 
Harari gives you an in-depth look at the inner workings of human evo-
lution and modern anthropology. If you have ever been the slightest 
bit interested in the human brain, the hominid Lucy, or the giant mam-
mals that lived alongside early humans (spoiler: 6,600-lb sloths that 
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we hunted to extinction), I would highly recommend this book. If you’re 
not interested, you will be after reading the first page. This book gives 
readers an incredible, coherent summary of human evolution, as well 
as chapters on theology, biology, and chemistry. If you want to learn 
about the foundation of humanity, civilization, religion, and even geo-
logic history, this is definitely the book for you. 
—Althea Cohen-Porter, Class of 2021

Hargreaves, Roger                 Mr. Bump
Mr. Bump, by Roger Hargreaves, is a classic diamond in the rough. It is 
a simple book and easy to grasp making it a pleasurable read, but the 
book hides a dark undertone. It is a story that follows the life of a social 
pariah who is outcast due to his unavoidable accidents. Mr. Bump is a 
young man who looks slightly disfigured due to the fact that he is con-
stantly getting hurt. The story depicts how luck can control and change 
someone’s life. This novel also has the power to immerse the reader in 
the vast world of the Mr. Men and Little Miss books. The powerful writ-
ing accompanied by the classic artwork makes this story a must read. I 
would give Mr. Bump a 10/10. 
—Stephen Kummetz, Class of 2018

Hawkins, Paula      Into the Water
Paula Hawkins, author of The Girl on the Train, delights readers with an-
other thrilling page-turner. In a small town, two people are found dead, 
both having met the same fate at the bottom of a cliff. Are the deaths 
related? Were they both murdered? Each chapter provides a change in 
perspective, bringing the reader closer and closer to the dramatic cli-
max. As the characters rely heavily on memory, Hawkins explores how 
memories can change, determining how the past affects the present.
—Julia Doyle, Class of 2018

Hawkins, Paula          The Girl on the Train
The Girl on the Train is a page-turning book you will not be able to put 
down. It is a mystery about a woman named Rachel who watches a 
couple from the train she rides each day. She witnesses their love and 
their affairs from afar but soon finds herself wrapped up in them. The 
book follows Rachel as she tries to pieces together her missing mem-
ories from the day the girl she has been watching goes missing. It is 
a fantastic murder mystery that will leave you wanting more pages to 
turn! 
—Sarah Mauger, Class of 2018

Hazlitt, Henry                Economics in One Lesson
In our modern world, which is dominated by Keynesian economic 
thought and government intervention, Henry Hazlitt goes against grain 
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of mainstream economic thought with Economics in One Lesson. Pub-
lished in 1946, in this classic, Hazlitt speaks on different kinds of gov-
ernment intervention in the economy such as subsidies, regulations, 
and taxes. In Economics in One Lesson Hazlitt goes over the most com-
mon economic fallacies plaguing the economic world some examples 
would be, “machines take away jobs from the working class,” “the gov-
ernment can create jobs by employing more people,” and “subsidies 
can help dying industries.” Hazlitt recommends in Economics in One 
Lesson that nations should decrease the amount of intervention in the 
economy and let the free market grow and thrive on it’s own. Some of 
these ideas have influenced leaders and economists around the world 
and this book’s ideas still has influence  our modern world. This book 
is a must read for anyone who is just starting to read about economics, 
free market economics in particular. 
—Jack Gowen, Class of 2021

Heatley, Michael        Dave Grohl: Nothing to Lose
This book is a great insight to the man, the myth, the legend, Dave Grohl. 
Michael Heatley digs deep to find very interesting and amusing infor-
mation in this biography about the powerful driving force behind Nir-
vana and the Foo Fighters front man. It covers all information from his 
humble beginnings to his rise of stardom. No information is left out and 
by using interviews and quotes from Dave himself, it is a great window 
into Dave’s life. To any musicians or fans of NIrvana or the Foo Fighters, 
this book is a great read. Even if you are not into those bands, Dave’s 
interesting life and organic rise will most definitely have you laughing 
and impressed.
—John Karns, Class of 2020

Herbert, Frank           Dune
Dune is one of the best science fiction books I have read in years. This 
book is unlike anything else, reaching a creativity level I have never 
read in a book before. Set on the desert planet of Arrakis, Dune follows 
the life of Paul Atreides who eventually becomes a powerful sign of 
rebellion known as Muad’ Dib. He avenges a disloyal plan against his 
royal family by unifying and changing the people of Arrakis. The alien 
society represented is more complete and complicated than other sci-
ence fiction novels, translating easily to modern civilization today. The 
detailed analysis of politics, religion, and philosophy by Herbert in this 
book was fascinating and enthralling. If you are looking for a captivating 
and gripping read, Dune will become one of your favorite reads. 
—Elsie Jacobsen, Class of 2020

Hillenbrand, Laura           Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, 
                  Resilience and Redemption
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Unbroken is an interesting, nonfiction novel by Laura Hillenbrand that 
highlights the life and character of Louis Zamperini who qualified for 
the 1936 Olympics. Unfortunately, Louis Zamperini can not compete in 
these Olympic games because of WWII, and instead decides to enlist 
in the military to fight the Axis powers. His internal strength and tough-
ness is tested later in the novel when Japanese fighter pilots shoot his 
plane down leaving him stranded in the middle of the Pacific ocean 
without food or any other sustenance. Even though it seems that things 
can not get worse, Louis Zamperini and his fellow servicemen are later 
discovered, captured, and placed in a prison camp by the Japanese. 
Louis Zamperini is tough and will not break no matter the severe condi-
tions he endures at sea and in prison.
—Rawson Welch, Class of 2020

Hinton, S.E.          The Outsiders
This novel The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton is quite an easy read, as it was 
written by a high schooler and was published when the author was 18 
years old. This novel is set in the ’60s in Oklahoma. In this book, two 
rivaling gangs, the socs and the Greasers, are in a conflict. Johnny and 
Ponyboy, two greasers, are approached one day by a few socs and the 
encounter results in Johnny killing one of the socs in an attempt to pro-
tect Ponyboy. This rest of the novel describes the conflict between the 
two gangs and involves both tragedy and redemption. The book ex-
plores the idea of teenage gangs and exemplifies true brotherhood. It is 
a great, easy read for anyone looking for a thrilling, action packed book.
—Charlie Wilkinson, Class of 2019

Hinton, S.E.          The Outsiders
The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton is a coming of age novel following the life 
of Ponyboy. Ponyboy does well in school, but because he’s a “greaser” 
he faces many challenges. From being jumped by a rival gang to deal-
ing with girls, Ponyboy’s narration is interesting and authentic. It tackles 
issues of classism and death all in one novel. I would recommend this 
book to students who want a thought provoking read. 
—Dorothy Pisula-Litoff, Class of 2021

Honnold, Roberts, Alex, David              Alone on the Wall
Alone On The Wall is a biography about Alex Honnold, written by Alex 
Honnold himself along with David Roberts, which carries the reader to 
the daring risks and emotions that a free solo climber faces. Honnold 
is a world-renowned climber famous for climbing some of the hard-
est routes around the world, all without a rope. The book recounts the 
risk factor analysis that Honnold goes through before every climb, and 
somewhat expected, he is very nonchalant about the risk of dying, 
which is crucial for him to remain calm on his strenuous climbing en-
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deavors. It can be hard for anyone to understand the appeal of free 
soloing, but through the book, Alex Honnold subjectively justifies his 
interest in this high risk sport. It is important to keep an open mind while 
reading this book because it brings up the idea of this sport that 99.99% 
of people would not consider doing; however, these athletes want to 
push the bar further in physical and mental ability. Alex Honnold has 
free soloed some impressive feats including El Capitan (5.13+) in Yo-
semite and Moonlight Buttress (5.12c) in Zion National Park. I would 
highly recommend this book for a climber at any level or someone who 
is interested in the limits of human capacity in relation to the outdoors.   
—Andrew Goldblatt, Class of 2019

Hosseini, Jhaled                  The Kite Runner
The Kite Runner is a truly great read that flashes back to the childhood 
of Amir Khan. Amir Khan grew up in Kabul, Afghanistan to a wealthy 
family. Amir is best friends with his servant’s son, Hassan. They both 
grew up together and share a passion for kite flying, but come from two 
different ethnic backgrounds. 20 years later, Amir is in America when 
he gets a phone call that reveals his whole life to him. The Kite Runner 
is full of suspense,, and brotherhood. It is a powerful and moving novel 
that you can’t put down. The book shows the power in our actions and 
it truly has a great ending. The Kite Runner is filled with different “aw” 
moments and will give you a new point of view in life. 
—Jonathan Seyoum, Class of 2021

Hosseini, Khaled           A Thousand Splendid Suns
A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini is a page turner that fol-
lows two woman, Mariam and Laila, and portrays the reality and op-
pression women endure in Afghanistan. This novel appears to be long 
and can seem overwhelming; however, it captures your attention from 
the beginning with the heartbreaking stories and creative writing. As 
well, the book never gets boring since it is full of plot twists that will 
leave you speechless. The unimaginable stories told combined with 
the eloquent writing allows the reader to become attached to each 
character. Alongside the engaging story, this book also educates you 
about Afghanistan’s history and, more specifically, the treatment of 
women. Overall, this book is compelling, beautiful, heartbreaking, and 
important. 
—Megan Elmer, Class of 2019

Hosseini, Khaled             A Thousand Splendid Suns
A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini is an intriguing and fast 
paced novel that will keep you flipping pages. Set during war time in Af-
ghanistan, A Thousand Splendid Suns follows the journey of two women 
who end up married to the same man. The novel follows these women 
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through abuse, tragedy, and war, chronicling the lessons they learn and 
relationships they have. A Thousand Splendid Suns combines an inter-
esting story with important historical context that will make you reeval-
uate your preconceptions regarding the Middle East. I highly recom-
mend this book; although somewhat intimidating in volume, it is well 
worth the read. 
—Caroline Caplis, Class of 2019

Hugo, Victor      Les Miserables
Does everyone deserve a second chance? Or should one’s past stain 
their future? These are among the many questions put forward by Vic-
tor Hugo in Les Miserables. Les Miserables follows an ex-prisoner who 
turns his life around to become a beneficiary, devoting his entire life to-
wards helping others and redeeming himself from the guilt of his past. 
On his path, he seeks redemption and peace amidst the French Revo-
lution. For any french speakers, I highly recommend reading the book in 
its native tongue, as no translations can ever weave the words together 
like Victor Hugo did. 
—Hunter Lindsay, Class of 2018

Ilibagiza, Immaculée              Left to Tell
Coming home from college seems like a blessing, getting to spend 
time with your family, but instead it was the opposite. After the Presi-
dent’s plane was shot down, all hell broke loose. It was a war with two 
tribes fighting against another, but with one tribe amounting to 83% of 
the population called the Hutus, and the other to 15% being Tutsi, there 
was no chance. The main character Immaculee tells us the horror and 
trauma that was going through her head, along with the constant fear 
of being hunted down and gruesomely slaughtered by the Hutus. But 
along her journey she uses God’s guidance to escape her imminent 
execution. This was a great read, but also very upsetting. It makes you 
contemplate life and thought that you might not be as safe as you think 
you are.
—Alex Baum, Class of 2020

Ilibagiza, Immaculée              Left to Tell
Left to Tell is an autobiography of Immaculee Ilibagiza that tells the sto-
ry of her family and growing up during the Rwandan Genocide. Through 
the genocide she shares her story and allows the reader to empathize 
with her and feel the true tragedy that she tries to convey. Her story is 
one that inspires fear, sadness, and hope in everyone and is a fantastic 
representation of the Rwandan genocide as a whole. For those going 
into Revolution and Conflict or those that want to read an inspiring sto-
ry, this is the book for you.
—Isiah Manzanares, Class of 2019
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Jackson, Joshilyn               The Girl Who Stopped Swimming
The Girl Who Stopped Swimming is an enthralling murder mystery about 
a young girl found dead in her friend’s pool. While the cops try to solve 
the mystery, main character Laurel is visited by the girl’s ghost, who 
helps her solve the mystery of her death. This book shows the bitter 
side to family dysfunction and provokes empathetic emotions towards 
the victim’s family. Jackson excellently displays the struggles of life, 
touching on topics such as death, family, and making decisions, giving 
them angles which need to both be brought to the surface and worked 
through. Overall, I would recommend this book for anyone looking for a 
good summer mystery read.
—Elsie Hauser, Class of 2019

Johnson, Maureen         Truly Devious
If you have any interest at all in true crime and mysteries, Truly Devious 
is a must read. Stevie Bell, a true crime enthusiast, is accepted to the 
highly prestigious Ellingham Academy where tuition is free and the only 
application is to write an essay about why you think you should be ac-
cepted, showcasing a true passion for something. However, Ellingham 
Academy was also the scene of a grisly kidnapping of Albert Elling-
ham’s wife and daughter, the wife later found dead and the daughter 
never found. As Stevie Bell unravels the decades old cold case, she 
struggles with anxiety and panic attacks as well as an unexpected 
event that turns her whole new life at the school, upside down. Has 
Truly Devious, the one responsible for the kidnappings so many years 
ago, returned? If so, who’s next?
—Flynn Zook, Class of 2018

Kaufman, Kenn              Kingbird Highway
Kingbird Highway is the true story of a 16-year-old high school dropout 
Kenn Kaufman hitchhiking across North America for his 1973 big year 
attempt. He spends the entire year trying to see as many bird species 
as he can in the United States and Canada. Along the way he not only 
finds hundreds of birds and a few friends, but stumbles upon an entire 
birding community. A report of a rare bird sends him across the con-
tinent in hopes of seeing a Loggerhead Kingbird or a Common Red-
shank. During his year-long sprint across North America, he begins to 
realize that he is not truly seeing what is right in front of him. In this odd 
coming of age story, Kenn Kaufman manages to describe in great detail 
birding and the life of a young birder. 
—Santiago Tabares Erices, Class of 2021

Kaur, Rupi       Milk and Honey
Milk and Honey by Rupi Kaur is a powerful and haunting read which 
serves to empower and comfort readers. It provides insightful reflec-
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tions about the life of a modern day woman. Short poems and doodles 
keep readers flipping pages for hours on end. Poetry is made acces-
sible to all through her short insightful reflections and playful but poi-
gnant energy. Placing a magnifying glass on the understated inequality 
of the modern era, Milk and Honey powerfully preaches self love. While 
not for the faint of heart and rich with saddening detail, the collection 
ultimately provides a wonderful collage of personal experiences, les-
sons, guidance, and humor with some political undertones. It is a quick 
read, but one that draws you in over and over again. 
—Izzy Hurley, Class of 2019

Kaur, Rupi                The Sun and Her Flowers
Rupi Kaur is well known for her beautiful and thought-provoking po-
ems. This book of poems is split into five core focuses: wilting, falling, 
rooting, rising, and blooming. For those who enjoy reflecting on the past 
and feeling a rush of emotions, The Sun and Her Flowers, is a book for 
you. Kaur reflects a lot on her experience growing up as a woman. The 
book begins with the struggles she has faced, and she uses her voice 
through poetry to depict her hardships. The book ends on a more pos-
itive note about Kaur “blooming” and how she has come to accept her-
self in various ways. 
—Cleo Hamlet, Class of 2019

Kesey, Ken             One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest
Although it was a book I read for English class, One Flew Over the Cuck-
oo’s Nest by Ken Kesey offered a fascinating and in-depth look at power 
imbalances that were prevalent within mental institutions during the 
late 20th century. The book’s story evolves to the point where patients 
attempt to overthrow their orderlies, and the conflict that ensues is not 
only comedic, but suspenseful and dramatic.
—Caden Joseph, Class of 2019

Kesey, Ken              One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, by Ken Kesey, follows the life of sev-
eral patients in a mental hospital. When the main protagonist, Randle 
McMurphy, is admitted to the hospital, he inspires a rebellion in the 
patients to revolt against the powerful and controlling dynamics of the 
institution and its staff. Through their thrilling rebellion, the patients of 
the hospital improve drastically with their illness and become more 
confident, eventually leading them to feel more like normal people. The 
book is interesting, exciting, and insightful, and I would highly recom-
mend it.
—Tucker Joseph, Class of 2019
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Kesey, Ken              One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey is a book that takes place 
in a mental hospital in the late 1950s  through early 1960s. Placed in a 
life of monotonous routine, a Schizophrenic American Indian named 
Broom Bromden recounts the events that occur in the hospital. The 
patients’ and hospital administration’s lives are turned upside down by 
the arrival of Randle McMurphy. Although he claims to be a psycho-
path, there is suspicion around this diagnosis due to the fact that he 
seems “normal.” McMurphy challenges the Big Nurse and helps bring 
together the patients in the hospital, but he also brings life back into 
the institution. This well written novel brings up interesting questions 
about society’s stigma of mental health. Although it is graphic at times, I 
would suggest this to someone who is interested in learning about how 
mental health treatment has evolved into present day. 
—Bella Kemp, Class of 2019

Kesey, Ken              One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
If you are someone who loves a novel that changes the perspective of 
the narrator and makes you feel out of your comfort zone while you also 
learn a lot, then One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest is for you. In the novel, 
Ken Kesey digs into the lives of mental patients in an asylum in the mid-
dle of the 20th century. The novel describes how poorly the patients 
were treated as they tried to make their extremely tough lives a little bit 
better inside the ward. This book was so interesting to me due to the 
fact that the narrator had mental disabilities, which really changes how 
the book was written in comparison to a regular book. His vivid descrip-
tions of his treatment at the ward are both fascinating and terrifying at 
the same time. This book teaches the reader that despite very subtle 
differences, people with mental disabilities are just that, people. They 
have thoughts and opinions on things and they are capable of doing 
great things.
—Michael Bowler, Class of 2019

Keyes, Daniel          Flowers for Algernon
Flowers for Algernon is one of the most captivating books and is un-
like any other. It is narrated by a developmentally disabled man named 
Charlie Gordon. The writing of the novel reflects Charlie’s intelligence, 
with many words being misspelled and grammatically incorrect. How-
ever, he takes part in this trial that promises to help him gain intelli-
gence, it only proving successful on a lab rat named Algernon. As he 
narrates and words become clearer to the reader, trouble arises Charlie 
remembers his past and complications of the trial begin to show with 
Algernon. This book is hard to put down and is one that will keep you 
guessing. 
—Emmy Hedges, Class of 2020
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Kiely, Brendan             All American Boys
The book All American Boys by Brendan Kiely and Jason Reynolds fo-
cuses on police brutality and the fairness of the American justice sys-
tem. Two young boys that go to the same school meet each other in an 
unexpected way. One boy, Rashad, is falsely accused of shoplifting and 
assaulting a woman in a corner store. He is then beaten by a local po-
lice officer. Another boy, named Quinn, witnesses this brutality and pre-
tends that he hasn’t seen it. Quinn faces many moral dilemmas while he 
tries to decide what to do with what he saw. I found it inspiring how the 
students began a protest in honor of Rashad against police brutality. I 
enjoyed this book because it included thrills, action, and drama. It also 
touched on real life problems such as police brutality. It is an inspiring 
book that will keep you on the edge of your seat and make you think 
twice about our justice system.
—Thomas Corbett, Class of 2021

Kincaid, S.J.            The Diabolic
With the futuristic world of The Diabolic, prepare to get sucked into the 
story of Nemesis, a diabolic who exists only to protect Sidonia, the one 
and only child of Galactic Senator von Imperyan. When the senator dis-
pleases the emperor, Sidonia is called to Chrysanthemum, the capi-
tal of the galaxy. The only way for Nemesis to save her is to go in her 
place. I was immediately captivated by the multiple levels to this story 
as Nemesis struggles to fit in with the elite members of society when 
she grew up as property to the Imperyan family. Every chance I had, I 
wanted to grab the book and discover what was going to happen next. 
As a huge fan of the dystopian and fantasy genres, I believe anyone 
who enjoys action, complex relationships, and a couple of plot twists 
will find this novel extremely interesting.
—Maylin Pollack, Class of 2021

King, Stephen                  It
Have you ever wished to be back in the days where life was simple? 
Where your mind had an absence of stress, of worry? The novel It by 
Stephen King encompasses the not so ordinary lives of several chil-
dren with each of their own unfortunate backstories that come togeth-
er under unique circumstances. The novel offers an accurate lustrous 
nostalgia of childhood anyone can reminisce about. The children come 
across an entity known as “It” that threatens the lives of all the youth in 
their town, Derry, Maine. Together, they attempt to put an end to this 
entity before it kills them all.
 —Vincent Tran, Class of 2021

King, Stephen                 The Dark Tower: The Gunslinger
The Dark Tower: Gunslinger, by Stephen King, is an action, adventure, 
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mystery story that takes place in a mysterious and strange world. The 
Gunslinger chases a man in black through towns, deserts, and moun-
tain ranges. The man in black has power to control people and wants 
to harm the Dark Tower, which the Gunslinger wants to protect. The 
Gunslinger has given up everything to catch the man in black. The gun-
slinger is close, but he is always a day or so behind. The Gunslinger 
has to face many different physical obstacles and foes throughout the 
book. He uses his two revolvers to mow down his enemies as he con-
quers the physical challenges. The Gunslinger has a mix of traits. He is 
smart, aware of his surroundings, and really strategic, but he trusts no 
one, and is cold and hostile. This book is an in-depth read about how he 
got to be a gunslinger and how he continues to be the last gunslinger. 
The book is a new outlook on his world and on our own world too, as 
the Gunslinger encounters many questions we ask about our own ex-
istence.
—Justin Mayer, Class of 2021

King, Stephen                 The Dark Tower: The Gunslinger
This fiction book is the first book in the Dark Tower series by Stephen 
King. It follows the gunslinger, a man named Roland, with a mission: to 
catch the Man in Black. Follow him on his journey across the desert, 
see him overcome obstacles and meet new people, and see whether 
or not these new friends are as important to him as his mission. Slowly 
get a look into his past and discover why he is chasing the Man in Black, 
and if he ever catches him. This book is perfect for people who like a 
fast-paced book full of action and and adventure. It keeps you inter-
ested until the end and make you want to read the rest of the series 
immediately. 
—Nathan Avis, Class of 2021

King, Stephen      The Green Mile
The Green Mile is one of the few books by Stephen King that is not hor-
rifying. This book addresses how kindness is able to form bonds that 
bridge drastically different people. The book is about a prison guard 
Paul Edgecomb that meets John Coffey, a death sentenced prisoner, 
that was accused of a crime that he didn’t commit. Through various 
interactions with John Coffey, Paul slowly believed John Coffey and his 
story. John Coffey’s special powers saved multiple people in the book 
softening everyone’s heart. This book really does drive home on how 
first impressions can lead to severe consequences. I highly recommend 
this book for anyone that is looking for a book to really connect with. 
—Emma Lu, Class of 2020

King, Stephen                The Running Man
I was wandering up and down the bookshelf in my mom’s room when 
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a bright blue cover caught my attention. I pulled it out to see a black 
stick figure of a man with a red target across him. Intrigued, I flipped 
the book over and read the summary on the back. Little did I know, this 
summary would lead me into one of the better dystopian society books 
I have ever read. Before the era of Hunger Games or Divergent, Stephen 
King creates novel way ahead of its time. The story brings the reader 
into a somewhat unlikely future of America. The majority of the popula-
tion is sick and poor, and overall health is degenerating. A game show 
network has taken over, and all people do is live in self pity and watch 
the games. However, this isn’t your classic Jeopardy or Family Feud. The 
stakes of this game; live or death. Ben Richards’ ill daughter drives him 
to the gaming facility in the hopes of earning money. He is selected for 
the most high risk and high reward game there is; The Running Man. No 
one has lasted more than 8 days, and you must last 30 to receive mon-
ey. The story traces Richard’s run across America as he is being hunted 
by the most skilled marksman alive. With a twist at every chapter and 
not a moment without excitement; I recommend this book to anyone 
who loves a page turner and a futuristic novel. 
—Charlotte Mauger, Class of 2020

King, Stephen             The Shining
Do you think you know things before they happen? Or even think that 
some people might be able to? This book is for you. An amazing thriller 
of the Torrance family, Wendy, Jack, and Danny who stay at a hotel over 
the winter. All alone and nothing to do, the hotel takes the wheel on this 
incredible adventure. Will they live, or will Jacks inner demons kill them 
all? Who’s to say as Stephen King takes you on a wild ride and explains 
exactly what the ‘Shine’ is, and how it works. Don’t work all summer 
long, because you know what they say about all work and no play....
—Rorrik Holmes, Class of 2021

Kirkpatrick, David          The Facebook Effect
The Facebook Effect is a phenomenal book by David Kirkpatrick on 
one of the most influential companies of our time. Originally published 
in 2004, the book is still as or more relevant and captivating in every 
sense of the word, as even our government begins to raise concerns 
about Facebook’s seemingly boundless influence. The Facebook Effect, 
written with the full cooperation of founder and CEO Mark Zuckerberg, 
explores how Facebook came to be and the unique position it holds 
in society. Facebook and organizations like it have changed our ways 
of communication, socialization, and through these, our way of life. As 
controversy surrounds this world famous company and its founder, this 
book helped me and will help you understand not only the role of this 
company, but the role of social media, in 21st century society,
—William Bernstein, Class of 2021
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Kline, Christina Baker          A Piece of the World
A Piece of the World, by Christina Baker Kline, tells the mysterious sto-
ry of the iconic young woman in the Andrew Wyeth painting, “Christi-
na’s World.” A story of art, determination, and friendship, Kline imagines 
Christina’s world: stuck on her family’s remote farm in the small town of 
Cushing Maine. Increasingly incapacitated by illness, Christina seems 
destined for a small life. Almost 20 years later, however, artist Andrew 
Wyeth, knocks on her door and asks if he can stay and paint on the 
farm, where Christina and her pain become the subject of one of the 
best known American paintings of the twentieth century. 
—Cordelia Lowry, Class of 2018

Knight, Phil                 Shoe Dog
Shoe Dog is written by the creator of the wildly popular company known 
as Nike. Phil Knight writes about the story of his life and for the most part 
how with the help of a bunch of misfits he struggled through countless 
difficulties to revolutionize shoes across the world. While everything he 
writes about is true, it is told as a story, and since his company has to 
face and overcome struggle after struggle in the book, it is told as a 
very fun-to-read story. Phil Knight not only talks about the company he 
founded, but also throughout the book does an excellent job explain-
ing his philanthropy on the world. Shoe Dog is a great book for anyone 
interested in starting a business, anyone who is fascinated by struggle, 
and anyone who wants to read a non-fiction book told as an excellent 
story.
—Manny Adelstein, Class of 2021

Knowles, John               A Separate Peace
A Separate Peace, by John Knowles, is a multi-faceted story that ex-
plores the dark side of adolescence. It is set at a boarding school on the 
East Coast, during World War 2. Gene Forrester, the protagonist, comes 
back to his school 15 years after graduating and relives his years at the 
Devon School. He wanders around the campus and describes what 
happened--in particular, the conflict he had with his daredevil friend 
and roommate, Finny. If you like non-fiction stories that are ominous, 
dark, and contain many symbols that deepen the plot, then this is the 
book for you.
—Alina Popova, Class of 2021

Knowles, John              A Separate Peace
A Separate Peace is a novel about two high school students in a board-
ing school, Devon, in New Hampshire. One is Gene, the narrator, who is 
very intelligent yet unacknowledged. The other, Finny, is his friend who 
excels athletically beyond all others in the school. Finny gets in and out 
of trouble constantly and drags Gene with him. They form a secret soci-
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ety when they jump out of a tree into a river. Gene begins to envy Finny, 
and he believes a rivalry has begun. This novel is a coming of age novel 
that explores the competitive teenage mind. It is mysterious, exciting, 
and gripping.
—Alec Romo-Nichols, Class of 2020

Krakauer, Jon             Into Thin Air
I have not finished reading this book, but I am flying through to see what 
happens. The book is set on a climber’s journey and the preparation 
that he endures in order so that he can climb mount everest. The de-
scription of the trek makes you truly respect the dangers that everest 
holds and you can also see why some people get obsessed. 
—Oliver Jack, Class of 2018

Krakauer, Jon           Into the Wild
Into the Wild, by Jon Krakauer, is a touching story about a young man 
named Christopher McCandless. Christopher is a college drop out who 
seeks a different lifestyle than the average student. He leaves his life 
behind him and changes his identity. The novel follows Christopher 
through his hitchhiking adventure into the Alaskan wilderness. The 
touching journey is very insightful about issues surrounding identity. 
I recommend this novel to anyone and everyone. This novel is for all 
those people who love adventure, the outdoors, and a thrilling story. 
—Luke Bosick, Class of 2019

Kyle, McEwen, DeFelice, Chris, Scott, Jim              American Sniper
The story of American Sniper follows an American hero and his retelling 
of traumatic stories from his time in the Middle East. Chris Kyle explains 
his journey going from a cowboy within Texas to one of the most deco-
rated and known snipers within American History. His detailed explana-
tion of his journey to becoming a U.S. Navy SEAL shows just how hard it 
is to be the very best. His wife, Taya, explains the hardships she endures 
being away from her husband and his emotions after his tours within 
Afghanistan, Iraq, and Pakistan. American Sniper was an amazing book 
that showed me how hard war can be in the moment and the physical 
and mental toll it takes on a person. The book is an amazing glimpse 
into the life of a U.S. SEAL. However, there has also been a movie creat-
ed, which I believe is not as good as the book. While I believe the book 
is better, in the end of American Sniper the movie, the film honors Chris 
and shows his memorial while the book did not (because it was pub-
lished before he died). I recommend reading the book then watching 
the movie. American Sniper is the true story of a highly decorated and 
respected man within the U.S. Navy, this is a truly an amazing book and 
I would recommend anyone to read this. 
—Delaney Cain, Class of 2020
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LaCour, Nina           We Are Okay
Marin ran away from everything to escape not only her old life, but her 
old self. When one of her friends comes to visit her for three days, Marin 
is forced to face all the unanswered questions she left behind in Cal-
ifornia. Along the way, Marin must come to terms with who she is and 
what exactly her identity means to her. A tender portrayal of friendship 
and love, this book will have you turning pages until that very last page.
—Kate Bleyle, Class of 2019

Lahiri, Jhumpa     Interpreter of Maladies
Interpreter of Maladies is a collection of short stories that have a com-
mon theme. Many of the stories are about love and relationships and 
the reality of marriages. The novel takes place in India and America, and 
explores the differences between the culture and life in each place. 
The stories are quick and intriguing once you become invested in the 
characters. 
—Lucy Egan, Class of 2019

Lahiri, Jhumpa     Interpreter of Maladies
In her collection of moving short stories, Jhumpa Lahiri explores the 
meaning of home, culture, and belonging. Focusing on the oftentimes 
strained interactions between east and west, Lahiri’s stories capture the 
nature of the immigrant experience and a deep understanding of be-
ing the cultural black sheep in a relatively homogenous environment. 
Though all of these stories are unrelated in plot, they all contain sim-
ilarly complex expressions of identity. The characters and stories that 
Lahiri depicts feel human in the purest form possible, making this book 
an enjoyable and emotional read.
—Tyler Whitaker, Class of 2018

Lahiri, Jhumpa     Interpreter of Maladies
Interpreter of Maladies is a collection of brilliant short stories discuss-
ing topics such as migration, gender roles, relationships, marriage, and 
what it means to be an American. The short stories are easy to follow, 
intriguing, and are able to provoke important discussion. Each story fol-
lows different characters and plots, but they are also able to be looked 
at as a whole. One of my favorite stories follows a family as they travel 
to India. The trip is expected to be a family vacation in order to sight see 
and learn about the Indian heritage, but with the help of a chauffeur it 
turns out to be an eye opening experience for the mother who holds 
some dark secrets.
—Jayne Fraser, Class of 2018

Laiz, Jana                Weeping Under This Same Moon
Weeping Under This Same Moon is a beautiful tale based on a true story 
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about a Vietnamese refugee and and American teen girl whose paths 
cross. Mei is on a boat to America and we see her struggle and her 
hope for a new life after the war. Hannah is a misfit at school who learns 
about the plight of the Vietnamese immigrants and is compelled to 
volunteer to help them. Hannah and Mei may not understand the oth-
er’s language or culture at the start but they become friends. We see 
their completely separate journeys come together in a story of love and 
friendship during this uncertain time in history.
—Rachel Wagner, Class of 2021

Larson, Erik  Dead Wake: The Last Crossing of the Lusitania
Dead Wake is an in-depth narrative nonfiction story focusing on the di-
sastrous 1915 maiden voyage of the Lusitania, a luxury ocean liner that 
was sunk by a German U-boat in an unprecedented maritime disaster. 
It draws from a variety of historical accounts, ranging from the various 
governments at the time to the passengers on the boat, to even the 
crew of the German U-boat that so infamously sank it. Though non-
fiction, the narrative is gripping and well-written. I was thoroughly en-
tertained by this book, and could not put it down until the final page. 
This is a must-read for anyone who enjoys history, or simply wants to 
know more about one of the most impactful disasters of the early 20th 
century.
—Emily Amspoker, Class of 2021

Larsson, Steig    The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo
How long does it take to solve a murder, the murder of a daughter of 
the wealthiest businessmen in Sweden? Not that long, right? Wrong. 
Forty years later, Harriet Vagner is still missing. Everyone has given up 
but her beloved uncle who has enlisted the help of Mikael Blomkvist, 
owner of the recently-on-trial Millenium newspaper, and a girl with a 
dragon tattoo. Thrilling, gripping, and sometimes scary, the novel is full 
of family drama, a murder mystery, financial fiascos, and just the right 
amount of swoon. This book is often given a bad rap for the amount of 
sexual violence it contains, which has been gratified my the movies. In 
reality, it sorely lacks in any truly lewd scenes. So try it, if you dare. 
—Jolie Kim, Class of 2021

Lasky, Kathryn      Guardians of Ga’Hoole
The Guardians books are the best books I read in middle school, they’re 
relatively short, so not a big time commitment. I remember and there 
are about 10 or more of these books and they all make for a pretty good 
dystopian future ruled by sentient owls kinda book, if you’re into that 
kind of thing. It follows a little baby barn owl after he got pushed out 
of his nest by his older brother and he gets sent to a camp where they 
brainwash other baby owl orphans with moonlight, honestly that’s all I 
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remember, but there are some epic owl fights later, so you have that to 
look forward to. 
—Rhys Zoldi, Class of 2018

Lee O’Malley, Bryan            Scott Pilgrim vs The World
Scott Pilgrim vs The World by Bryan Lee O’Malley is a clever and fun sto-
ry about true love and the chaos of life. The book is about bass player, 
Scott Pilgrim, who is unemployed and dating a high schooler. All of a 
sudden he meets and immediately falls in love with Ramona Flowers, a 
rollerblading manic pixie dream girl with weird powers. The only issue is 
that in order to date Ramona, Scott must defeat her seven evil ex-boy-
friends. I personally love the Scott Pilgrim series. This book is a funny 
quick read that keeps readers engaged and laughing throughout. The 
art is great, although it takes a back seat to Bryan Lee O’Malley’s clever 
writing. The characters are all interesting and memorable, and the plot 
has all sorts of unexpected twists and turns. I would recommend this 
book to anyone who wants a quick and fun, yet memorable story.
—Sloan Woodberry, Class of 2020

Lee, Harper          To Kill a Mockingbird 
To Kill a Mockingbird is an interesting book. This book is very thought 
provoking. Scout Finch is a young girl who lives a normal life with her 
brother Jem. They live with their dad and their housemaid. The siblings 
walk to school every day and pass Boo Radley’s house while their dad 
works as a lawyer for a colored man who was accused of raping a wom-
an. This storyline turns the book into a mystery/action book. Overall, 
this is an easy read that is very captivating, keeps you on your feet, and 
is a good look into what the Great Depression was like.
—Koa Wong, Class of 2021

Lee, Harper          To Kill a Mockingbird
To Kill a Mockingbird is a historical fiction novel set in the 1930s during 
the Great Depression. This story is told through the eyes of a young 
girl named Scout and focuses on the battle between good versus evil. 
Scout’s father, Atticus Finch, is a lawyer in the Jim Crow south who de-
cides to defend a black man accused for raping a white woman. This 
book also illustrates Scout’s growth and change of character from 6 
years old to 9 years old. This is a story that can make you feel every-
thing the characters go through, happy or sad.
—Imani Andoh, Class of 2021

Lee, Harper          To Kill a Mockingbird
Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird is an American classic intertwined 
with social, racial, and moral themes under a deep plot. Set in the 1930’s 
during the Great Depression, racial tension is high in the small, southern 
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town of Maycomb, Alabama. Narrated by Scout Finch, a little girl who 
lives with her older brother Jem, her father Atticus, and a black house-
keeper named Calpurnia, Scout retells a story of three years. In these 
three years, Scout shares her coming of age and exposure to discrimi-
nation within her community. Scout and her brother Jim are initially na-
ive to the racial prejudice within their town. However, after their father’s 
decision to represent Tom Robinson, an innocent black man accused 
of raping a white woman, the children are quickly exposed to racial ten-
sion. Under the moral teachings of their father, Atticus, Scout and Jem 
challenge the racial prejudice in their community. To Kill a Mockingbird 
is a longer read with a complex plot that challenges the reader to re-
flect on racial and moral issues. I would encourage everyone to read 
this novel, as its powerful themes are thought-provoking and relevant. 
—Matias Alberola, Class of 2020

Lee, Harper           To Kill a Mockingbird
To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee, is one of my favorite books for the 
amount of detail in the book. The book is set in Alabama in the early 
1900s. The book talks a lot about racism and how unfair the court sys-
tem was. Jean Finch is the main character, and her dad is a lawyer who 
defends an African American man who is thought to have raped a girl. 
This story talks about the people who come after Atticus Finch (the 
dad) who is defending Tom Robinson who is the black man. This book 
is worth reading because of the story line and the amount of detail in 
this book.     
—Kyle Nowak, Class of 2021

Lewis, Michael  Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair Game
Sports fans, this is a book for you. Moneyball goes in depth into baseball 
management and how the Oakland A’s manager, Billy Beane, changed 
the way people looked at baseball forever. The Oakland A’s become 
the first professional baseball team to implement mathematics into tal-
ent evaluation, and the book follows as their formulaic approach helps 
them rise the ranks to become one of the best baseball teams in Major 
League Baseball. The blend of story telling, baseball, and mathematics 
makes Michael Lewis’ novel a must read.
—Jack Moldenhauer, Class of 2018

Lewis, Michael         The Blind Side: Evolution of a Game
The Blind Side: Evolution of a Game by Michael Lewis helps a young read-
er explore the evolution of football and how the game has changed, as 
well as the story of Michael Oher who grew to become a football play-
er himself. Michael, when first adopted by an a privileged Evangelical 
family, did not know his father, his birthday, or how to read and write. As 
he grows as a person, an adopted brother, and a football player, many 



58

doors open for him that were not there before. Michael plays the most 
important position on the field with the job of protecting the quarter-
back’s blind side. During the football season he overcomes many phys-
ical and mental challenges. Read The Blind Side: Evolution of a Game for 
the intriguing story of an aspiring football player as he battles his way 
into becoming an NFL prospect while learning how the game of foot-
ball has developed and changed.
—Jack Loudermilk, Class of 2021

Liu, Cixin                The Three Body Problem
The Three Body Problem is a Chinese science fiction book that is one 
of the most popular Chinese science novels ever. When it was pub-
lished in the United States with an English translation, it won the Hugo 
Award for best novel in 2015. The story follows Wang Miao, a Chinese 
Nanomaterials researcher when one day, he starts having mysterious 
hallucinations. Soon after, he starts playing a VR game called Three 
Body, where players have to help a mysterious civilization figure out the 
pattern between Orderly and Chaotic eras. During Orderly eras, civili-
zation prospers, but during Chaotic eras, the planet reaches scorching 
temperatures and society is nearly annihilated. However, the story ap-
pears to connect much closer to reality and Earth than it first appears. 
This is a very dense book, with references to modern technology and 
advanced scientific principles. However, science and astronomy geeks 
will appreciate this great read.
—Connor Erickson, Class of 2021

Lockhart, E.        We Were Liars
The book We Were Liars, by E. Lockhart is a good book for young adult 
and kids. The story is being told from the main character’s point of view. 
The book is about a girl that get massive migraines because of an acci-
dent that she doesn’t know happened. Throughout the book the main 
character is trying to find out why she gets these brains migraines . This 
book is a mystery and a very adventurous book. This is more of an infor-
mal book and this is more of an easier read with not very much vocab. 
I enjoyed the book but there is a huge plot twist at the end of the book 
that I was very surprising but before the plot twist the book was very 
repetitive and and slow. 
—John Roode, Class of 2020

Lockhart, E.         The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks
In the novel, The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks, Frankie 
is a sophomore attending a prestigious boarding school that both her 
father and older sister attended as well. She is fifteen when the book 
takes place, and has grown up dramatically since her freshman year. 
She lands herself a senior boyfriend and feels like she is finally being 
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noticed in her school. However, she starts realizing that her boyfriend 
has been sneaking around with his friends and keeping secrets from 
her. She does some sneaking of her own and discovers he is part of 
the same all-male secret society that her father had been a part of 
many years prior, called the Loyal Order of the Basset Hounds. Being 
the cunning and witty individual that she is, she manages to infiltrate 
the society and trick all of its members into doing anything she asks of 
them. This book is a funny, interesting, and relatable read, and I would 
suggest it to anyone who enjoys teen fiction books like We Were Liars, 
Eleanor and Park, and the Divergent series.
—Tate Ham, Class of 2021

Lockhart, E.      We Were Liars
We Were Liars by E. Lockhart is the story of a girl who got in an acci-
dent one summer, in which she hit her head on a rock. This accident 
resulted in her losing her memory of what else happened that summer. 
She lives a privileged life in Vermont with her family. The summer she 
turned fifteen was when the accident occurred, and they had traveled 
to her family’s private island. The only thing she can remember from 
that summer was the accident itself, leaving her traumatized. When she 
eventually returns to the island a year later, the memories start to come 
back to her, but the people that were there for the accident are reluc-
tant to tell her what really happened that summer. 
—Greer Henderson, Class of 2021

Lockhart, E.      We Were Liars
We Were Liars is a suspense novel that portrays a girl named Candace 
who undergoes a traumatic brain injury. She forgets how she got into 
the accident that caused it, and as the story goes on, the reader gets 
to further figure out the mystery along with her. If you enjoy a good 
page-turner with mystery and a major twist, then you will love this book. 
—Daniela Felman, Class of 2021

Lore, Pittacus              I am Number Four
This novel is about John Smith, an alien sent from the planet Lorien. He 
and eight other aliens were sent down to earth when they were chil-
dren to escape the Mogodorians destroying their planet in search of the 
source of their mythical powers. The Mogodorians follow them down to 
earth to find the last of them and wipe out the entire Loric population, 
but there’s a catch. A charm cast on the escapees makes it so they can 
only be killed in a certain order, from 1 to 9. Years later, when the story 
begins, John is living in Paradise, Ohio, and the first three were already 
killed. He is next. He is number four. The story then continues as John 
and the rest of the Loric fight for their lives while the ruthless, cold, Mo-
godorians never cease to chase them. This book is the first in a series 
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of seven.
—Arianna Aalami, Class of 2021

Lorentz, Dayna        No Safety In Numbers
No Safety In Numbers takes you through a story full of excitement and 
action. The book is about a biological bomb going off in a shopping mall 
air vent. This causes the government to close down the whole mall and 
imprison all the shoppers inside. More and more people become sick, 
and people start going crazy and mentally unstable. Over the course of 
the book, four teens, each with their personal story, look for ways to get 
out and to avoid this disease that spreads slowly throughout the mall. I 
recommend this novel for people that like books that are action packed 
and full of excitement.
—Tinius Klaveness, Class of 2021

Lupica, Mike      The Underdogs
The Underdogs is about boy named Will Tyler who doesn’t let anyone 
stand in his way. He may not be the biggest running back in his town, 
but once he has the ball, no one can touch him. No one can match the 
love that Will had for the game. But once the season got cancelled he 
didn’t know what he would do. With no funding for equipment needed 
for the sport, it is up to Will to rally up the town and give them some-
thing to believe in.
—Caitlin Nemecek, Class of 2021

Luttrell, Marcus        Lone Survivor
The book, Lone Survivor, by Marcus Luttrell, takes place in 2005 during 
the height of the American military involvement in Afghanistan. The 
book follows Seal Team 10 and recounts The story of Operation Red 
Wings, where four Navy Seals were secretly inserted deep into enemy 
territory to eliminate key Taliban leaders. When their cover is blown, the 
mission turns into a full out fight for their lives as a group of more than 
400 Taliban fighters swarm upon them. The book details the true cost 
of war, not just through statistics, but through the stories of those who 
fight them. The story shows how much brothers are willing to do for one 
another and the resilience of the human spirit.
—Jack Hascall, Class of 2018

Maclean, Norman    A River Runs Through It
Set in a mountain valley in Montana, Maclean takes us through his 
young adult life in the early 1900’s on the mighty Blackfoot River in 
vivid detail. A competent fisherman in his own right, Maclean’s skills 
are greatly overshadowed by those of his brother, Paul, a master in the 
art of fly fishing. Below its surface, the story explores complex matters 
such as brotherhood and Western identity. This is a quick and beautiful 
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read that I return to time and time again. Regardless of whether or not 
you are a fisherman, you will be sure to appreciate its beauty and pro-
foundness.
—Kohl Terry, Class of 2018

Malory, Sir Thomas               Le Morte d’Arthur
Le Morte d’Arthur, Sir Thomas Malory’s reworking of the legends of the 
knights of King Arthur, enchants and delights with its detailed portrait 
of these mythic heroes and their adventures. The Arthurian legend fas-
cinated me as a child, and Malory’s version provides a rich rendering 
for adults who still love King Arthur and his knights of the Round Table. 
Written in Middle English, the language is certainly challenging. Still, 
it is a beautifully written and rewards the reader who is not deterred. 
Once immersed in reading, the language becomes more accessible 
and even fun. Malory’s version of King Arthur deepened my under-
standing of the myth, itself, and of the man. Malory portrays King Arthur 
not merely as the “once and future king,” as many authors do, but more 
convincingly and tenderly as a man, who, “here in this world . . . changed 
his life.” 
—Eliot Hodges, Class of 2020

Marlantes, Karl              Matterhorn
Matterhorn is a thrilling story following a marine rifle platoon during the 
Vietnam War. The book provides a painful description of the war show-
ing the true horrors of war. The book follows bravo companies struggle 
to control Matterhorn (a fire support base). None of them truly under-
stand the war. The book is hard to put down and goes into great detail 
allowing to picture what is happening. While the only way to know what 
it was really like would be to be there, the author provides in depth de-
scription of all of the horrors during the war. The lead protagonist is the 
ambitious Ivy league graduate Lt. Waino Mellas. The book follows him 
as he learns that no decision will have a perfect outcome and how he 
has to learn to sacrifice some things for the greater good. 
—Alex Barker, Class of 2021

Marshall, Tim      Prisoners of Geography
In this book Marshall explores “Ten Maps That Tell You Everything You 
Need To Know About Global Politics.” By exploring both international 
affairs and people’s everyday lives across the world, through geogra-
phy Marshall is able to make a powerful statement. He comes to the 
conclusion that Geography is the human limiting factor, a barrier—even 
a prison. Ideologies and rulers come and go, yet Geography is slow to 
change, almost constant. It has defined society, shaped cultures and 
beliefs since the beginning of time as humans adapted to their environ-
ments. Like a God, Geography has covered the earth, constantly influ-
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encing decisions and actions, changing the course of history. This book 
was eye opening to me, as it turned my perception of society and its 
ideologies upside down. It made me aware of geography’s crucial role 
in politics even today. Geography and natural resources are the final 
restriction on human and political potential.
—Timea Ryan, Class of 2020

Martel, Yann                   Life of Pi
Life of Pi is an enchanting and thought-provoking novel that follows the 
life of a boy named Pi Patel as he is lost at sea. After a dramatic storm, 
Pi is separated from his family and thrown on to a life boat with a ti-
ger named Richard Parker that was being transported on the boat. The 
story continues to explain the details of his survival with the tiger and 
the psychological struggle of drifting at sea. I found myself lost in the 
vivid and almost dream-like description of the sea and animals on the 
boat. This novel offers an exciting balance between the peril of life as a 
castaway and a beautiful appreciation for all things natural and related 
to nature. This book provides the perfect relaxing summer read for any-
one who is looking to escape to the dream-like world of nature’s beauty 
and power.  
—Eleanor Gillett, Class of 2020

Martin, George R.R.              A Game of Thrones
A Game of Thrones is the first book of 5 in the series, A Song of Ice and 
Fire. The book features many plots happening all at once and does a 
very impressive job organizing them with each chapter being from a 
different character’s perspective. It is a work of fiction, taking place in 
the medieval ages when Kings and Queens ruled, but when one par-
ticular Mad King is slain, there begins a game of thrones between pow-
er-hungry lords and rightful heirs. The descriptive language in this book 
makes it difficult to pull away and any ready feel a part of the story. I 
would recommend this book to any reader above the age of 13 that is 
looking to become immersed in a fantasy world, as it has some slightly 
mature scenes, but nothing too flagrant. 
—Courtney Hancock, Class of 2020

Martin, George R.R.              A Game of Thrones
The novel, A Game of Thrones, is the first in a series of fantasies by 
George R.R. Martin. The novel is centered in Westeros, a fictional me-
dieval world with constant, power-hungry conflicts. Similar to the TV 
series, Game of Thrones, the book is full of violence, magic and poli-
tics. However, George R.R. Martin’s books are highly detailed, follow-
ing hundreds of well-developed characters throughout many years, all 
of whom play a crucial role in Westeros. If you are at all interested in 
learning more about the world of Game of Thrones, you should definite-
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ly consider picking up the first of this written series. If you enjoy the first 
book, you will have plenty to read for years to come, as they are not only 
long, but also full of details that you can pick apart as you try to predict 
how the series will end. 
—David Laney, Class of 2021

Mathews, Francine               Jack 1939
John F. Kennedy was a historic president whose presidency tragical-
ly ended by assassination. This book is not about his presidency, but 
instead of a WW2 story, highlighting Kennedy, hired by Roosevelt, to 
embark to Europe on a secret mission. This book is an adventurous and 
fast paced novel that hard to put down. I would highly recommend this 
novel to any history buff, and Kennedy fans. 
—Jackson Wells, Class of 2020

Mayle, Peter           The Corsican Caper
The Corsican Caper by Peter Mayle is a mature novel which follows bil-
lionaire Francis Reboul as he romances his way through Southern Fran-
ces’ coastal estates. One afternoon, as he basks in the sun on the balco-
ny of his incredible villa, he spots a yacht owned by notorious Russian 
tycoon Oleg Vronsky. While his motives remain unclear, Vronsky will 
stop at nothing to obtain Reboul’s massive estate. This mystery-like 
thriller forces the reader to anticipate and creates an involved, unpre-
dictable plot line that makes the book impossible to put down. 
—Mika Fisher, Class of 2020

McCarthy, Cormac               The Road
Taking place in a post-apocalyptic setting, The Road by Cormac McCa-
rthy, illustrates the story of a father and a son trying to survive in a dev-
astated world with few resources and the extreme competition for what 
remains. The two face many challenges along their journey, including 
other people who are willing to do anything to survive. This allows the 
book to be suspenseful and action packed at times and leaves the 
reader wondering what will happen next. McCarthy uses simple prose 
to depict the relationship between the father and the son and the heart 
wrenching challenges they face. This spare style of writing allows the 
reader to draw on their own experiences in order to interpret the raw 
emotions of the two characters. The story truly allows the reader to 
imagine themselves in the place of the characters making it a moving 
story and an important book for everyone to read. 
—Logan Schmidt, Class of 2020

McManus, Karen              One of Us is Lying
One of Us is Lying is a good book for people who like mystery and fic-
tion. It is an easy read while also keeps you on the edge of your seat. 
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The book follows five strangers as there lives come together after they 
met in detention. One of the students in detention dies and a murder 
investigation begins. The four students have many secrets that come 
out throughout the book. The book keeps you wanting to read more as 
it intertwines the lives of four unsuspecting students. My favorite part is 
the twist at the end. This is a good book for anyone looking for an easy 
and engaging read. 
—Natalie Gendelman, Class of 2020

McManus, Karen               One of Us is Lying
One of Us is Lying is a mystery novel about a murder at Bayview High 
School. One afternoon, five students walk into a detention session. Sev-
eral hours later, only four of them walk out. Simon, the outcast, was 
killed during the detention. He was planning on posting gossipy news 
about the other kids the next day, making them all suspects in the case. 
This story leaves readers curious about who did it, and has the reader 
trying to solve the murder as the plot deepens. This is the perfect book 
for someone who enjoys mystery novels! 
—Caroline Shay, Class of 2020

Meyer, Carolyn  Diary of a Waitress: The Not-So-Glamorous Life  
       of a Harvey Girl
The Harvey Girls are the It Girls of the new American frontier. They work 
on the railroad lines heading out to the Wild West in eateries dreamed 
up by the American entrepreneur, Fred Harvey. In this Historical Fic-
tion novel, Kitty Evans is a young American girl who leaves home after 
landing a job as a Harvey Girl. This is a great book for learning about a 
fascinating piece of American history and getting a great read at the 
same time. Diary of a Waitress can be read by middle school ages and 
up making it an enjoyable read for even adults. The author uses her 
research of the Harvey Girls to create a realistic world with events that 
are easily imaginable for the reader despite their old-timey feel. Diary 
of a Waitress: The Not-So-Glamorous Life of a Harvey Girl shows the grit 
and determination by the women who pioneered the West leaving you 
wanting more from this stand-alone novel. 
—Molly Miller, Class of 2020

Meyer, Stephanie                    Twilight
Although Twilight will never be remembered for being an example of 
‘literature,’ it represents and incredibly enthralling read and a valuable 
insight to the cultural phenomenon that swept the nation. It catalogues 
the heart-wrenching journey of Bella Swan through her small town of 
Forks, Washington. The book begins with a many a boy competing furi-
ously for her attention, but beware, as not all boys are as they seem. Her 
relationships with both Edward Cullen and Jacob Black progress furi-
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ously throughout the book, and will make anyone who enjoys romance, 
drama, or thriller novels begging to read the second installment in this 
epic four-part series. 
—Jack Landgraff, Class of 2020

Montgomery, Sy    The Soul of an Octopus
The Soul of an Octopus is a love story between a writer and the three 
hearted, nine brained, master of camouflage; the octopus. This book 
examines the wonders of the underrated cephalopods through the 
authors beautiful connection with Athena the octopus. This non-fiction 
book is simultaneously factual and entertaining. The behaviors, emo-
tions, and intelligence of octopuses are absolutely remarkable. By the 
end of the book you are transported from your anthropocentric world, 
into the oddity, mystery, and beauty of elusive creatures under the sea.
—Sophia Wagner, Class of 2020

Moore, Alan               Watchmen
The Graphic Novel, Watchmen, provides a deep and meaningful sto-
ry. This is one of the few graphic novels that allows a reader to have 
a deeper experience than just superheroes and villains. Watchmen is 
a noir type mystery, with deep conspiracy themes set in an alternate 
universe very similar to ours. The graphic novel focuses on murder, pol-
itics, and philosophical ideas that just aren’t present in other books of 
this genre. A great novel to read over the summer; I could not put it 
down!
—Noah VanSickle, Class of 2018

Moore, Alan              Watchmen
Watchmen is a graphic novel written by Alan Moore and illustrated by 
Dave Gibbons. This comic strip style novel focuses on an alternate his-
tory in which masked heroes arose in the 1940’s and 50’s changing the 
course of United States history as we know it. The story takes place 40 
years later when vigilantism has become illegal and masked heroes 
must work for the government, or be considered outlaws. As the United 
States edges closer to World War III, and a government sponsored su-
perhero is murdered, these heroes come out of retirement to get the to 
the bottom of the murder which may have larger implications. 
—William Verneris, Class of 2018

Moore, Wes         The Other Wes Moore
The Other Wes Moore, by Wes Moore, is a true story about two different 
boys both named Wes Moore. The author shares his story of how he 
grew up and the path he took that eventually led him to attend Johns 
Hopkins. The author also writes about the story of the other Wes Moore 
who went down a path towards drugs and is now serving a lifetime 
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imprisonment for killing a police officer. Both Wes Moores lost their fa-
thers at a very young age and both grew up in Baltimore, but one was 
very successful while the other was not. The book is very interesting 
as each chapter has a short story of each Wes. It is interesting to see 
their lives diverge as the book continues. It also makes it really easy to 
compare and contrast both Weses’ lives and paths. I really enjoyed this 
book and thought it gave me a great insight into how seemingly small 
decisions can completely change and shape people’s lives and futures. 
I would really recommend this book to anyone who wants a shockingly 
true story about two people with the same name but two very different 
fates.
—James Chrisman, Class of 2019

Morpurgo, Michael        An Eagle in The Snow
An Eagle in The Snow is a adventure book based on a true story about 
a man who could have stopped World War II  from happening. Barney 
and his Nan are on a train headed to the countryside after their house 
is destroyed in a German air strike. While they are on the train, German 
fighters attack the train. In order to protect the passengers the train 
hides in a tunnel. While in the close confines of the train in the dark, a 
mysterious stranger tells them the story of his friend Billy Byron, who 
was one of the most decorated veterans of World War II. Billy elabo-
rates on the time he was face to face with the worst war criminal of all 
time and how he had the opportunity to prevent it all from happening. 
—Adam Slosky, Class of 2020

Morrison, Toni                   Beloved
Toni Morrison’s Beloved shows the hardships of an African American 
woman in the post-Civil War era. It depicts the journey of the main char-
acter, Sethe, as she navigates the relationships in her life while suffering 
from the lingering effects of slavery. Based on a true story, Beloved 
is raw in its depiction of the hard realities of slavery and provides the 
reader with a inside look into stories of slaves that are not typically told. 
I would recommend this book to anyone who is interested in the lives 
of slaves after the Civil War and wants to learn more about their lives 
after being freed.
—Emily Wilson, Class of 2019

Moyes, Jojo         Me Before You
Me Before You, by Jojo Moyes, is an emotional, heartbreaking tale of an 
unlikely couple: Louisa Clark and Will Traynor. Due to a tragic incident, 
Will becomes paralyzed and requires a wheelchair as well as constant 
assistance. When Louisa first takes on the role of his caretaker, Will is 
insolent and resists her help, but throughout the course of the novel, 
their hatred for each other develops into a powerful relationship. When 
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Louisa discovers Will’s plans, she devotes the next half of the year to 
attempt to change his mind, and show him that despite his disabilities, 
his life is still worth living. This novel is a timeless, tear-jerking story, that 
is easy to read, and definitely worth your time.
—Charlotte Charlton, Class of 2021

Murakami, Haruki           1Q84
1Q84 is the most utterly confusing book I’ve read for a while, perhaps 
ever. Murakami’s masterful use of language leaves us with far more 
questions than answers. As I neared the end of the book, I found myself 
wondering how he could tie the many plot strings all together, only to 
realize that he didn’t. Yet despite his bewildering plot, the book is still in-
credibly enjoyable. The characters are incredibly complex as they nav-
igate a parallel universe that is both incredibly similar and yet different 
from ours. The purpose of the book, is to allow the reader to develop 
their own answers, something that Murakami accomplishes with more 
dexterity than any other writer I have ever read. 
—Will Halverson, Class of 2020

Nadal, Carlin, Rafael, John         Rafa
Rafa is one of the most interesting bibliography, about a Profession-
al Athlete, ever written. The book follows Rafael Nadal, arguably the 
greatest tennis player, through his early years into his life as a top pro. 
His decision between Tennis and Soccer, his extremely strict uncle, and 
his struggles with self confidence during the beginning of his career, 
will keep you on the edge of your seat, and help you understand the life 
of a pro tennis player. Moving into his professional career he talks about 
his endeavors of injuries and his rivalry with Roger Federer. Not only 
is this book an interesting story to follow, but it also has many useful 
things on sports sociology, and physical training. This book is an easy 
read that follows one of the most interesting people on the pro tour, but 
will also teach you a couple things about perseverance and overcom-
ing obstacles. 
—Trent Beckman, Class of 2020

Nelson, Jandy            I’ll Give You the Sun
In I’ll Give You the Sun, by Jandy Nelson, twins Jude and Noah have to 
find their way back to each other in this heart-wrenching novel. The 
two siblings take you on a different journey throughout different years 
of their lives. Something happened to make them alienated from each 
other, but after each going through a different adventure on their own, 
something wonderful leads them to find each other again and bring 
themselves to reconnect and face what happened in their past.
—Siena Whitaker, Class of 2020
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Ness, Patrick      More Than This
I don’t read many books, and I was hesitant when a friend recommend-
ed this book to me, but within the first chapter I couldn’t put the book 
down. It keeps you constantly on edge, and I ended up reading the 
book in two days, an all-time record for me. It suspensefully and in de-
tail walks the reader through when a boy wakes up in the real world, 
after committing suicide in the fake world. As the book goes on, he un-
ravels the horrors of the real world and the reasons why the fake world 
was created. I would recommend this book to anyone looking for an 
intense book and prepared to pull an all-nighter trying to finish it. 
—Grace Hayes, Class of 2021

Ng, Celeste     Little Fires Everywhere
Little Fires Everywhere is an endearing novel about what it means to be 
a mother and how family defines who we are as people. Based in the 
Ohio suburb of Shaker Heights, Little Fires Everywhere follows moth-
er-daughter duo Mia and Pearl as they move into the affluent suburb 
and navigate their way through the triumphs and struggles of parenting 
and growing up. The Richardsons, a very wealthy Shaker Heights family, 
grow very close to Pearl and her mother and as a family, they struggle to 
define their personal relationships with both of the women. Intertwined 
with the story of the Richardsons and the Warrens is a brutal custody 
battle, which allows the reader to ponder the notion of motherhood. 
The McCulloughs, a wealthy Shaker Heights couple who were gifted 
an abandoned infant fight the child’s biological mother, Bebe Chow, 
for the right to the baby. Little Fires Everywhere is an eye-opening and 
incredibly important novel that I recommend for those who are looking 
for a book they can’t seem to put down. 
—Willa Sobel, Class of 2018

Ng, Celeste      Little Fires Everywhere
Little Fires Everywhere is a must read! The novel follows the dramatic 
stories of several families from Shaker Heights, a historically wealthy 
suburb of Ohio, as their complex identities are uncovered to the reader. 
The novel tells the story of a distressed woman trying to regain custody 
of her daughter, children navigating their teen years, and an overpro-
tective mother as she medals in her children’s complicated lives. There 
is never a dull moment in this book! Every character develops through-
out the novel as they overcome their personal struggles. 
—Sophia Rase, Class of 2018

Nielsen, Susin       We Are All Made of Molecules
Susin Nielsen’s We Are All Made of Molecules is both an emotional yet 
humorous novel about an academically gifted but socially challenged 
13 year old boy and a popular 14 year old girl who isn’t very intelligent. 
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Both are from different families, and their parents get married, forcing 
them to live together. Although they first have sibling rivalries, they be-
gin to bond and help each other through tough instances in their lives. 
Not everyone closely relates to the characters and their personalities; 
however, there are many times where their interactions closely parallel 
those of high schoolers. Additionally, the meaning of the book is to treat 
everyone equally, find similarities, and build friendships, all of which are 
very important skills to have in high school and life. Overall, the book 
was very relatable and I would highly recommend reading it.
—Jamison Poate, Class of 2021

Nijkamp, Marieke         This Is Where It Ends
This Is Where It Ends, by Marieke Nijkamp, is a book that takes place in a 
school auditorium during a shooting. It focuses on the fifty four minutes 
that these students were trapped in the auditorium of Opportunity, a 
school in Alabama, where nothing ever happens. After a speech from 
the school principal, students find that the doors to the auditorium have 
been locked, and that they are trapped. The question of how the shoot-
er decided to act out is explored through the fact that every narrator 
has some connection to the shooter and all know him differently. I en-
joyed this book because it does not avoid talking about a problem that 
is present in our world today, like many other books do. The author’s 
writing permitted me to really empathize with students who have been 
present at a school shooting. Once starting this novel, you will not want 
to put it down.
—Taya Breda, Class of 2020

Nijkamp, Marieke         This is Where it Ends
Harrowing and heartbreaking, This is Where it Ends is especially poi-
gnant in the wake of the Parkland shooting and the March For Our Lives 
movement. Told from the perspective of four different students, each 
with connections to each other, the book follows a school shooter’s 
rampage with the entire story taking place in under an hour. While 
shootings are a topic often danced around, Nijkamp takes the issue 
head on, and executes the story almost perfectly. An intriguing and ad-
dicting story, I read this book in one sitting over spring break, and I rec-
ommend it to anyone. The topic of this book is fairly graphic, so younger 
readers may not enjoy it as much.
—Gabriella Zane, Class of 2021

Niven, Jennifer          All the Bright Places
All the Bright Places is a masterpiece for readers who love romance, 
mystery and adventure. Throughout the book, the reader develops a 
deep connection between the main characters Finch and Violet, who 
go on a journey both together and separately. They run into each other 
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on top of the school’s bell tower, both there for different reasons, and 
form an unbreakable bond. They find the happiness in each other that 
they didn’t know they had. The reader goes through a journey of angst, 
love, death, and tears. The book is filled with tear-jerking scenes and 
unpredictable turns. I recommend this book to someone who is willing 
to have tears in their eyes and unable to but the book down.
—Berit Sharrow, Class of 2021

O’Brien, Tim                 The Things They Carried
After taking Revolution and Conflict my sophomore year, I found that 
The Things They Carried offered the perspective of a soldier during the 
war, which I enjoyed. This book focuses on a platoon of soldiers, each 
enduring stress on a daily basis and carrying the trauma of killing. This 
book challenges the reader to move from present to past as most of the 
book occurs in individual flashbacks from each of the soldiers, detail-
ing frightening encounters while at war. The war stories are different in 
this novel, as there is no true hero, which enables the writer to truly go 
through each soldier’s dealing with his emotions and how they stayed 
sane while at war. After I finished the book, I became more aware of the 
issues and was able to understand the possible side effects of a soldier 
must face when returning from war, such as PTSD.
—Joseph Coors, Class of 2019

O’Brien, Tim                 The Things They Carried
I read this book as an assigned English book, and while it started off 
slowly, it quickly became a book that I couldn’t put down. I enjoyed this 
book so much that it didn’t even feel like an assigned English reading, 
but rather a book that I would like to read in my free time. With each 
chapter came a new story that perfectly encapsulated what it was like 
to be a soldier in the Vietnam War. These stories are written in a way 
that makes the reader feel like he is actually a part of the war. Once 
done reading this book you will be left with countless questions you 
would have never previously pondered related to truth, death, and so 
much more. 
—Joey Licht, Class of 2019

O’Brien, Tim                 The Things They Carried
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien is a book for people who are 
open to reading about the gruesomeness of war and its lasting effect 
on soldiers. This novel is separated into different sections which dis-
cuss being drafted, killing people, guilt, and the change from civilian to 
soldier. If you like learning about soldier and civilian experiences in the 
Vietnam War, then this book is perfect for you. Use caution though, as it 
includes gory details about death, loss, and guilt. 
—Josie Schaffer, Class of 2019
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O’Brien, Tim                 The Things They Carried
The Things They Carried is one of the better books that I have ever read. 
Reading a book about the Vietnam War, I expected a dark novel that 
was full of stories about guys getting their legs blown off. Despite this, 
what you get is a book that explores the minds of men during times of 
war and how they cope with the depression and PTSD that they end up 
carrying after the war. The book is broken up into smaller stories and 
flashbacks that don’t have a coherent timeline. Even though this might 
sound confusing or strange, it makes for a book that keeps you con-
stantly entertained. The characters are interesting and all have vastly 
different outlooks on life, making for some comical scenes and interac-
tions. All in all, it’s a very entertaining and quick read. I’m a big fan. 
—Will Morris, Class of 2019

O’Reilly, Bill      Killing Kennedy
I was always interested in John F. Kennedy’s having been one of the 
most popular presidents of all time, and having been on the receiv-
ing end of one of the most high-profile assassinations in history. Killing 
Kennedy, by Bill O’Reilly, goes into Kennedy’s past, following his time 
in World War II, to all the intricate details of his and Marilyn Monroe’s 
relationship, and even that he wore four different dress shirts a day--
freshly starched, of course. Also following the story of Jackie Kennedy, 
Lee Harvey Oswald, and Lyndon Johnson, the book recounts each indi-
vidual event and decision each person made more than half a century 
ago. The book is written like a story, but accurately shows each ma-
jor point in the history of the Kennedy administration leading up to the 
infamous assassination. It is easily one of my personal favorite books, 
fiction or not.
—George Fahey, Class of 2019

O’Reilly, Bill   Killing Reagan: An Assault That Changed a Presidency
This biography highlights the presidency of Ronald Reagan in new ways 
that I had not discovered prior to reading this page-turning novel. Born 
in a small town in Illinois, Ronald Reagan was able to pursue through 
many life challenges and become a two-term President of the United 
States of America. Many credit him with his ability to compromise and 
ending the treacherous Cold War with Russia. However, only months 
into his presidency, he suffers an assassination attempt by John Hinck-
ley Jr. Will he ever be able to return to his former self after this attack on 
his life? Killing Reagan will give you this answer and much more. 
—Enrique Myers, Class of 2020

Oppel, Kenneth          Half Brother
If you are interested in science, Half Brother, by Kenneth Oppel is for you. 
This book got me hooked almost right away. Though a work of fiction, 



72

this realistic book emphasizes the struggles a teenage boy can have. 
The main character hates his brother, who is an ape, and his parents’ 
science projects. The ape gets all the attention, which frustrates the 
boy. The family has just moved, and the boy is struggling to find friends. 
He makes some bad decisions, and he starts to lose the few friends he 
has. At the same time, the ape is taken. To help save his brother, the boy 
has to repair his mistakes and fight to save his brother. If you have no 
biases, and you are willing to let the book change your thoughts about 
events that may affect you in the future, read Half Brother, by Kenneth 
Oppel. 
—Sander Sveen, Class of 2021

Orwell, George            1984
Have you ever wondered what a world ruled by a complete totalitarian 
government would look like? With George Orwell’s 1984, the reader is 
dropped right into the life of Winston Smith in Oceania’s truly dystopian 
reality. This book holds all the suspense of an Agatha Christie murder 
mystery, the romance of Romeo and Juliet, and the undying spirit of 
Unbroken. It’s a true page turner with a decent pace and great back-
ground. It even created its own language and has a full addendum to 
help the reader understand it and possibly speak it! So, are you ready 
to experience a dystopian world full of revolution?
—Jackson Christman, Class of 2019

Orwell, George            1984
The classic dystopian novel 1984 is a must read. Through satire, Orwell 
cleverly takes the reader on a journey through a totalitarian society.1984 
provides valuable narrative about the trajectory of politics. Especially 
in a society of alternative facts, questionable leadership, and ques-
tionable media, Orwell’s novel provides an interesting commentary on 
government and its role in our lives. People on all sides of the political 
spectrum have found parallels between their ideas and this novel, and I 
believe this is a result of it being so fun to read. Even if you’re not a fan of 
political or historical novels, the book’s presentation as a fictional story 
makes it an interesting and easy to read text.
—Nicholas Krauss, Class of 2018

Orwell, George          1984
1984 is a gripping novel that tells the story of a futuristic totalitarian gov-
ernment that rules its citizens through fear of the all-knowing godlike 
figure of Big Brother. Set in the fictitious Oceania, the Party watches its 
citizens and controls their minds through the Thought Police. The novel 
follows the story of Winston, as he tells the story of the Party and dis-
covers his feelings toward their rule. Through following his journey, the 
reader is forced to consider the possibility of a future world like this one. 



73

I would recommend this novel to anyone who enjoys dystopian fiction 
such as The Hunger Games or Divergent.
—Reagen Haecker, Class of 2019

Orwell, George           1984
Written in 1949 during the anxiety and uncertainty of the Cold War, Or-
well’s seminal piece 1984 was written to envision a dystopian future 
that warned of powerful centralized government control over the free 
will choice of the individual. Protagonists Winston and Julia live in the 
megastate of Oceania, in which all individual expression is repressed 
under the all seeing eye of Big Brother. Even nearly three quarters of a 
century after its’ original publishing, 1984’s cautionary tale of the threat-
ening power of the collective over individual choice remains relevant 
to this day. As contemporary debate rages on regarding the power of 
centralized social media platforms to control increasing aspects of ev-
eryday society, 1984’s central thesis serves as a powerful reminder of 
protecting the free will of individual choice.
—Carson Cowden, Class of 2020

Orwell, George         Animal Farm
Animal Farm is a very accurate portrayal of Joseph Stalin’s oppression. 
An allegory involving animals, the book by George Orwell, perfectly 
personifies the piteous situation of the poor Russians that were ruled 
by Stalin. Animals in animal farm represent different people and groups 
of people during and after the Russian Revolution. Orwell perfectly por-
trays the events of the time period. He starts the book with the ani-
mals revolting and driving out a tyrannical farmer (who represents Czar 
Nicholas II) who abuses the farm animals and drinks uncontrollably. 
The farmer is driven out and two ambitious pigs seek to lead the farm. 
Snowball (who represents Leon Trotsky) makes very innovative plans 
that help the whole farm, but selfish Napoleon (who represents Joseph 
Stalin) makes plans that help only the pigs. Napoleon drives Snowball 
out of the farm and becomes absolute dictator of the farm. Everything 
goes downhill from there for the farm.
—Dhruv Sharma, Class of 2021

Orwell, George       Burmese Days
Burmese Days is a different kind of story then what typically comes to 
mind when you think of George Orwell. Instead of a gloomy look into 
the future, we the readers get a glimpse into the past. This story fo-
cuses on the lives of U Po Kyin, Dr. Veraswami, and Flory, three men 
living amidst the rampant racism in the British dominated India of the 
time. The book tackles themes of racism, discrimination, and sexism 
- all while maintaining a gripping story that will keep you entertained 
throughout.
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—Will Gonnella, Class of 2020

Ovenden, Mark              Transit Maps of the World
Transit Maps is a great read for any graphic design or transportation 
enthusiast. It covers the transit systems form the world’s biggest cities 
to the smallest. While there are a lot of maps in this book, there is also 
plenty of historic information on each city. The author does a great job 
of explaining the factors in each city that lead the transit to change. He 
also expands on how each city uses its transit system uniquely to ben-
efit the citizens. This book is definitely not a normal read, but it is great 
for the time between dense novels.
—Ulysses Atkeson, Class of 2019

Palacio, R.J.                    Wonder
Wonder is great heartwarming book that takes the viewpoint of multiple 
characters. This book will make you laugh and cry, and at same time 
will keep you entertained throughout. This book is about the life of a 
boy, August Pullman, with a severe facial deformity who’s for the first 
time attending school. Like everyone who starts at a new school August 
is nervous, but because of his deformity he’s even more worried about 
what people will think and what they will say. August overcomes the 
struggles of bullying and discrimination, but as the book progresses 
August is able to make long lasting friends that see him as more than 
just a boy with a deformity. This book takes the viewpoint of multiple 
people who are in August’s lives and they each express their own opin-
ions on what is going on. I recommend this book to anyone that likes a 
feel good story and enjoys books that take on multiple views. 
—Adrian Doerr, Class of 2021

Palacio, R.J.                     Wonder
In the novel Wonder by R.J. Palacio, a ten year old boy who is born with 
a facial deformity has trouble with his life outside of his home. This boy, 
August Pullman, has been homeschooled, but in 5th grade he decides 
to strive for a new start at a new school. On this heartwarming journey 
that August takes, we can see how the world reacts to people who are 
different. The characters are wonderfully constructed and we can see 
their impact on August from his perspective. From the bullies to the 
people who are kind hearted and very welcoming, we are able to see 
how much of an effect kindness and acceptance can have on some-
one’s life. His school days are full of love and kindness that will make 
your heart melt. 
—Jun Huh, Class of 2021

Patterson, James       Kill Alex Cross
Kill Alex Cross is one of the most thrilling action-stories I have read. My 
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affinity towards mysteries and stories about espionage first attracted 
me to this book sitting on the shelf of the library. James Patterson’s 
writing is a classic style that captivated me and spurred me to finish the 
book in a single day during spring break. The plot follows the journey 
of detective Alex Cross while he tries to solve a conspiracy against the 
President of the United States and the kidnapping of POTUS’s two kids. 
He accomplishes this task with style a lot like Tom Cruise in Mission 
Impossible. The book is very captivating and interesting, and i recom-
mend this book to anyone who is looking for a fast-paced, high-strung 
adventure.
—Ethan Wang, Class of 2020

Pattou, Edith            East
Based on an old Norwegian folk tale, East is about a rural Norwegian 
town where there’s an ancient belief that a child’s personality is de-
termined by the direction they are facing when born. When a poor 
mapmaker marries a superstitious woman, they have seven children, 
one for each of the cardinal and ordinal directions, excluding north. If a 
child is born facing north, they are considered to be uncontrollable, to 
bring bad luck and be destined to break their mother’s heart. On top of 
that, the couple receives a prophecy that if she has a child to the north, 
their child will eventually die, crushed by ice. But when their east born 
daughter dies, they decide to have another child to replace her. In an 
accidental mix up, their new daughter, Rose, is born facing north. In an 
attempt to save Rose from her destiny, her parents lie, saying she was 
born to the obedient and flexible east. One day a talking polar bear 
shows up at their house to claim Rose’s birthright, taking her with him. 
He takes her to his home: an enchanted hidden ice castle where silent 
servants wait on Rose hand and foot. She weaves on a loom in a secret 
room all day and waits for a stranger to climb into her bed each night. 
In this magical fantasy she must break a curse, overcome her fate, and 
save the drugged slaves that wander the castle. A beautifully worded 
tale, great read, and unique story filled with romance, excitement, and 
mystery! A funky Norwegian twist on Beauty and the Beast!
—Anna Veltri, Class of 2020

Pearl, Matthew      The Dante Club
The Dante Club is an absolute must-read for fans of historical fiction. A 
series of murders based on Dante’s Inferno turns a group of poets into 
impromptu detectives as they race against time to find the killer before 
it is too late. At the same time, they must finish their English translation 
of Inferno before the public sees the truth behind the horror and con-
demns Dante forever without really knowing him.
—Mira Subramanian, Class of 2019
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Peterson, Jordan     12 Rules of Life
Written by award-winning clinical psychologist and professor of psy-
chology Jordan Peterson, 12 Rules of Life outlines simple yet deeply 
effective actions that a person can take to make their life happier and 
more meaningful. Peterson is a brilliant storyteller who combines my-
thology, philosophy, science, and personal anecdotes to explain how 
seemingly small, insignificant actions (“stand up straight with your 
shoulders straight, ”be precise in your speech”) can have remarkable 
effects. This book will teach you more about yourself and the human 
mind.
—Ashley Kim, Class of 2020

Picoult, Jodi            My Sister’s Keeper 
My Sister’s Keeper tells the story of a girl who was born to be a donor for 
her sister as she fights for the freedom to live for herself. When Anna 
Fitzgerald decides that she wants to be finished feeling as though she 
is sick when her sister has a cancer relapse, she decides to sue her 
parents for medical emancipation. In this heart wrenching story, Jodi Pi-
coult explores the theme of what is right and what is wrong through the 
difficult decisions the characters make. This book allows you to exam-
ine the story of Anna and her family from many different perspectives.
—Eve Karmozyn, Class of 2021

Pistorius, Martin                Ghost Boy: The Miraculous Escape of a Mis- 
        diagnosed Boy Trapped Inside His Own Body
Ghost Boy is a moving autobiography of a boy’s experience at home 
and in a care center. When diagnosed at the age of 12 with an unknown 
degenerative disease, Marin Pistorius quickly falls into a disabled state, 
unable to communicate, move, or have any control over himself and 
his life. Everyone believes that he is gone, that his mind has degener-
ated to a state of nothing, but unbeknownst to the world, Martin is fully 
aware and watching. The recounts of Martin’s memories will leave a 
permanent mark, haunting you for a long time.
—Finn Hagerty, Class of 2020

Plasencia, Salvador          The People of Paper
The People of Paper by Salvador Plasencia is unlike any book you’ve 
ever read before. The author writes the narrative from the perspective 
of a higher being looking down on his home town, which inhabited by 
characters he has created. Eventually, the characters realize they are 
being watched, and they start to rebel against the author. The tools of 
magical realism, a popular writing strategy in Latin American fiction, 
shape a story that is real enough to place yourself in the story, but fic-
tional enough to seem like a fantasy story. The People of Paper is simply 
too much to describe in a short book recommendation, and even too 
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much to describe in an essay. The story will take your mind on loops: 
if you try too hard to understand it, you will be forced to put it down. 
Nevertheless, opening your mind and allowing the book to dictate your 
imagination makes Plasencia’s book very fun to read. The People of 
Paper is a great entry into the genre of magical realism, and may inspire 
you to read more magical realism books after it.
—James Dahlen, Class of 2019

Plath, Sylvia            The Bell Jar
Sylvia Plath’s The Bell Jar is a must read. This book deals with the issue of 
mental depression. Esther Greenwood, the main character, has mental 
depression and does not know how to deal with it. She attempts suicide 
a couple of times, but she backs down because she knows that she 
could crawl out of the rabbit hole. Her mental depression was caused 
by the hectic environment of New York, her demanding mother, and 
social norms. This book is wonderful, and you will not regret reading it.
—Venus Montesinos, Class of 2019

Plath, Sylvia            The Bell Jar
This is a book that dives deep into the truths of mental illness. It follows 
Esther Greenwood through her adventures in New York as she studies 
journalism as an intern. She feels like she is fading away the further into 
summer she goes. I like this book because it shows us some of the per-
ceptions that are held around mental illness. It does have some extreme 
scenes that show the hardships of mental illness. It really pushed me 
as a reader and made me think about the intensities involved in mental 
illness, which is something you wouldn’t necessarily think about in your 
everyday life. I would recommend this book to anyone who wants to 
learn more about mental illness and see the struggles of everyday life. 
—Lindsay Garner, Class of 2019

Pollan, Michael              The Omnivore’s Dilemma
The Omnivore’s Dilemma is an informative book about our health choic-
es. The book focuses on a man who travels around the country visiting 
farms, hunters, and gathers. The author spends a total of one year trav-
eling and interviewing people and their different ways of consumption. 
The book will make you question what you eat and open your mind to 
alternatives how to eat healthy and ethically, by using statistics and real 
life experiences. Overall it’s a very interesting and fun read.
—Chris Christmas, Class of 2021

Punke, Michael        The Revenant
The Revenant, by Michael Punke, is a book that takes readers on a jour-
ney of grit and vindication. Based on a true story, Hugh Glass is a fron-
tiersman working everyday with other men like himself to sell beaver 



78

pelts and chart new territory. After fights with Native Americans and vi-
cious wildlife, Glass’s party is desperate to return home. Glass’s son, who 
is half-white and half-native american, is deeply hated by a man named 
John Fitzgerald, an evil, racist, murderer. When Glass is attacked by a 
bear and nearing death, he is left in Fitzgerald’s company. After days of 
trying to keep Glass alive, Fitzgerald gives up, burying him alive. Glass’s 
son retaliates against Fitzgerald, but is quickly killed. Somehow, Glass 
is able to survive the burial and sees his son murdered. Even though he 
is in mortal condition, Glass promises himself he will find Fitzgerald and 
vindicate his son’s death. The passion, perseverance, and the incredible 
will of mankind is incredibly moving and riveting in this story, making it 
hard to put down. After reading this book and seeing what people had 
to endure years ago when first exploring this country, it’s easy to be 
grateful for how easy our lives are now in comparison.
—Jacobo Arango, Class of 2020

Riggs, Ransom        Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children
Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children brings fantasy into reality. 
The book follows a boy who discovers an unfound power. Along with 
the other “Peculiars,” they must take down the forces of evil. This book 
is an amazing read if you’re into fiction and adventure. It is also a trilogy, 
but the first book isn’t the best. The books get better and better as they 
go on, adding unexpected twists and turns throughout the journey. I 
rate the book 11/10
—Brian Wittmer, Class of 2018

Riordan, Rick           The Sea of Monsters
The Sea of Monsters by Rick Riordan is the second book in the Percy 
Jackson series that mixes Greek mythology into a reality the reader can 
relate to. In this book, the half-human half-god, or “half-blood” Percy 
Jackson, son of Poseidon, has saved the world once before. However, 
he’s recently been feeling like he’s lost his touch of being a hero. When 
the enchanted borders that keep camp half-blood safe from monsters 
start to dissolve from a mysterious poison, Percy has to travel on a jour-
ney with his friends and his new cyclops brother through the Bermuda 
Triangle, or what they call the Sea of Monsters. On his journey he will 
form a strong relationship with his new cyclops brother that Percy has 
trouble being proud of until it may be too late. They will travel find the 
cure to save camp half blood, and Percy will return his feeling into his 
heroic self. 
—Will Mattingly, Class of 2021

Rivera, Naya      Sorry Not Sorry
Naya Rivera’s autobiography is a tell-all about her successes and mis-
takes made throughout her life. The Glee cast member leaves nothing 
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out as she talks about many subjects other actors are hesitant to talk 
about. These include her unspoken feuds with other cast members and 
her eating disorder as a teen. Through all of it, she encourages the read-
er to keep moving forward without letting their past hold them back. I 
would recommend this book to anyone who enjoys a good inspirational 
story. 
—Logan Gloude, Class of 2021

Ross, Edward       Filmish
Are you the type of person who enjoys movies and wants to know more 
about some of those classic movies, such as Indiana Jones or Termina-
tor? If so, then Filmish is the book for you. Filmish is a graphic novel by 
Edward Ross that is all about famous movies and how they made it big. 
Filmish even includes some insight into how some of those mind-blow-
ing movie effects were created and some of the struggles movie pro-
ducers go through to make sure that their movies make it big. I enjoyed 
reading this book because I love movies, and this book gave me more 
information about some of my favorites. Filmish is an easy read and 
has really nice visuals to go along. This book truly is “A graphic journey 
through film.” 
—Brandon Nelson, Class of 2021

Roth, Veronica                 Divergent
This book, which takes place inside a make believe society, follows the 
main character Beatris into her adult life, as she has to choose what 
she wants to do with her life. The society that she lives in is split into 
five factions: Dauntless, Amity, Erudite, Abnegation, and Candor. Under 
the guidance of both her parents, society, and herself, Beatris has to 
choose one faction, which she will stay in for the rest of her life. This 
books takes you through what it is like to live in this type of society, 
and what struggles Beatris has to go through in order to stay alive. The 
author, Veronica Roth, uses mystery and power to keep the readers on 
the edge of their seats in this thrilling novel, Divergent.
—Kaya Patel, Class of 2021

Rothfuss, Patrick    The Name of the Wind
This is, by far, my favorite book I have ever read. Patrick Rothfuss’s world 
building skills and incredible writing style serve to draw every reader 
into the story. The story follows the   journeys of Kvothe, a young boy 
whose run-in with a shady magical entity upends his entire world and 
sets him on a path of rebellion, education, love, and revenge. The level 
of detail in this story breathes a whole sense of life into the characters 
and as you listen to the tales of Kvothe the bloodless, the arcane, the 
Kingkiller…you will be unable to put the book down.
—Flynn Zook, Class of 2018
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Rothstein, Richard                The Color of Law
The Color of Law, by Richard Rothstein dives deep into the origins and 
history of housing segregation, exploring how it developed and how 
it flourished in the way it did. The book examines governmental poli-
cies from post-World War I all the way to the present era and theoriz-
es about how these policies segregated America. Rothstein debunks 
previous myths about segregation and exposes the injustices that the 
government wrought on minority communities. Not only is this book 
informative, but it is also enjoyable to read, making it the perfect book 
to read when time allows. 
—Ian Rolls, Class of 2019

Rowell, Rainbow               Eleanor and Park
Eleanor and Park by Rainbow Rowell follows the lives of two teenage 
outsiders, both from very different households, who struggle to navi-
gate their way through high school. Eleanor, a large redheaded girl who 
dresses oddly, meets Park, a half-Korean boy who likes to wear eyelin-
er, on the bus one day and the two soon build a quirky, heartwarming, 
and oftentimes hilarious romance with one another. Together, they face 
the challenges of teenage love, family hardships, and trying to be ac-
cepted in society. Rainbow Rowell’s observational writing style capti-
vates readers and her use of gender roles throughout the novel sheds 
light on a very important issue in today’s world, giving readers insight 
on the battles that often come with one’s journey to self-expression. If 
you like tear-jerking, heartfelt novels about love and acceptance, this 
book is a perfect match for you. 
—Rocky Schaffer, Class of 2021

Rowell, Rainbow                Eleanor and Park
Eleanor and Park is based on two tenth grade students who are polar 
opposites. Park comes from a happy, loving family. But Eleanor does 
not. She lives with her mother and abusive, alcoholic stepfather. She and 
her four siblings live in constant fear of what her step-father, Richie, will 
do next. Eleanor has trouble making friends because she is constantly 
made fun of for her looks and weight. The book begins with Eleanor and 
Park meeting for the first time on a bus to school. From this day, their 
relationship blooms and is beautiful, until they have to overcome yet 
another problem. Can they do it? Eleanor and Park struggle because 
of their difference of backgrounds and privileges in life, but this book 
shows the difficulties of a complicated high school relationship. Will El-
eanor and Park be able to overcome their pasts and continue on in their 
relationship? Reading this book was  a wonderful experience, and if you 
enjoy books that are relatable, dramatic and even a little romantic, this 
book is for you! 
—Lizzie Waters, Class of 2021
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Rowell, Rainbow               Eleanor and Park
Eleanor and Park is a novel that explores the struggles of fitting in at 
a new high school and the unique relationship between two “outsid-
ers.” They find sanctuary in one another through their ability to relate 
to each other’s adversities in life, within their families and social lives. 
Throughout the story, they are able to connect through listening to 
music together on the bus and eventually their relationship develops. 
As Eleanor’s life continues to become more and more miserable and 
challenging for her, Park becomes an escape from it all. This story is a 
unique and emotional adventure of overcoming fear, friendship, sup-
port, and more. It shows life through a new lens that allows the reader 
to see how aspects of the characters’ lives impact them, and ends with 
a curious cliffhanger leaving the reader to imagine their own ending to 
the story of Eleanor and Park’s lives. 
—Avery Munn, Class of 2020

Rowling, J.K.     Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows by J.K. Rowling is the final book in 
the Harry Potter octalogy. It is a page-turning, easy reading book that 
encaptures you from the beginning to the end. The book follows Harry, 
Ron, and Hermione on their search for “horcruxes”- the keys for destroy-
ing Voldemort. The book is a classic Harry Potter novel, painting vivid 
pictures in your head and instilling a feeling of wonder and magic in 
your mind. It is the perfect end to the Harry Potter series, and it leaves 
you with a feeling of curiosity and awe.
—Nicholas Fenton, Class of 2020

Rowling, J.K.       Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone is a book that I would recommend 
to anybody. It’s a great story with loads of amazing characters who you 
grow to love and hate throughout the book. It is action packed enough 
to the point that you’re constantly interested and intrigued but there is 
still a story behind everything. J.K. Rowling transports the reader into 
another world when reading this book. All of the made-up creatures 
and magic create a fascinating setting for a novel. Best of all, if you re-
ally enjoyed the first book there are 7 more to work through, so the fun 
doesn’t stop after the first read. There are also great movies made after 
the books, which are even more enjoyable after reading the novel. 10 
out of 10 would recommend. 
—Charlie Bragg, Class of 2019

Rowling, J.K.      Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone
Although most people have read Harry Potter, you can always read it 
again. If you haven’t I would highly recommend it. The story can start off 
slow, but if you persevere through the first chapter you will not regret it. 
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The story follows a young boy, named Harry, who lives with his abusive 
aunt uncle and cousin. On his thirteenth birthday, a mysterious giant 
named Hagrid tells him that he is a wizard. This is the start of a seven 
year journey where the reader follows Harry and his two best friends 
through his years at Hogwarts, the local wizarding school, here is plenty 
of action and adventure throughout the novel. 
—Jack Mahoney, Class of 2021

Ryan, Carrie               Daughter of Deep Silence
In the wake of the devastating destruction of the cruise ship Perse-
phone, only three people lived to tell the tale, and two of them are 
lying. When she was 14, Frances Mace embarked on a cruise with her 
family and her friend, Libby, only for it to be brought to an abrupt end 
when everybody was slaughtered. Afloat at sea for seven days after the 
destruction, Frances is finally rescued to find that the rest of the world 
has been told the Persephone was hit by a Rogue wave and lost at sea. 
With no home to return to, Frances adopts the identity of her friend, 
Libby, who was killed on the ship. She adopts every habit that Libby 
used to have while plotting her revenge. Years later, Frances is final-
ly ready to avenge the murders of everybody she held dear, even if it 
means taking down the boy she once loved. This book is a suspenseful 
mystery with a hint of a love story that will make you want to read it in 
one sitting. 
—Austine Jobe, Class of 2019

S.E., Hinton        The Outsiders
The Outsiders is a story about a boy name Ponyboy Curtis and his ad-
ventures throughout two weeks. The book takes place in 1965 in Tul-
sa, Oklahoma. Ponyboy and his brothers were what people back then 
called Greasers. The Greasers were the poor kids that lived in the east 
part of town, and their enemies, The Socs for the West.The Socs were 
rich snobs that just liked picking on people. This beef between the 
gang’s is very serious, In the first scene it shows ponyboy walking home 
from a movie when he gets attacked by a group of Socs. They beat him 
up and threaten to kill him and almost do. In one of the later scenes 
Ponyboy and his brother Johnny get attacked by a group of Socs; they 
are outnumbered and ponyboy starts to get beat up the most. His 
brother Johnny then panic and kills one of the Soc’s. As you can see this 
book is not for the faint of heart, but if you love an action packed teen 
book then this is for you.
—Will Klein, Class of 2021

Sachar, Louis          Holes
Holes, by Louis Sachar, is a book about a very unlucky boy named Stan-
ley Yelnats, who seems to always be in the wrong place at the wrong 
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time. Holes is a relaxing, and comedic read. The book follows Stanley 
Yelnats and his adventures at a camp for delinquents, while also div-
ing into his deep, cursed past. While at camp, many mysteries unfold 
involving the history of the camp and the camp’s hidden motives. Holes 
is an interesting and enjoyable read for all ages. 
—Pace Billings, Class of 2020

Saint-Exupéry, Antoine                The Little Prince
This book was so beloved by the French people, that when they still 
used Francs, it was proudly featured on their 50 Franc bill. Not only that, 
the book has been translated into over 250 languages. It has darling 
little illustrations and it is a charming tale as it can be read as in depth 
as one likes. Its purpose and moral intent are vague, but its impact it 
profound: it leaves you feeling something in your heart. It is my favorite 
book, and I hope that you enjoy it as well.
—Cecily Coors, Class of 2019

Salinger, J.D.              Catcher in the Rye
Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger follows a rebellious sixteen year old 
boy named Holden Caulfield through his life experiences. After being 
notified of his expulsion at his boarding prep school, Holden heads off 
to Manhattan and carries on his journey. The book tackles subjects of 
childhood innocence, growing up, and free will. This book is an easy 
read, but evokes important and interesting conversation. I recommend 
Catcher in the Rye if you like to read novels that make you question life 
and everything around you.
—Olivia Baglieri, Class of 2018

Sanderson, Brandon               Steelheart
Twenty years ago a star appeared in the sky. This star, widely named 
Calamity, caused the people of Earth to develop superpowers. The 
public dubbed these special people ‘Epics’ and looked up to them. But 
instead of using these superpowers for good, the Epics used them for 
evil and destruction. One such villain killed a man who was trying to 
stand up for the good of the people. David Charleston, the son of the 
man who was killed, grows up an orphan on the streets of ‘Newcago,’ 
one city that has been taken over by an Epic. Ten years later, David joins 
the Reckoners, a group that fights the Epics and intends to bring peace 
back to the world. After joining the Reckoners, David must fight against 
the odds to defeat the ruler of Newcago and find his dad’s killer.
—Tobias Faro, Class of 2021

Schneider, Robyn                 Beginning of Everything
The Beginning of Everything is a teen coming-of-age novel. The main 
character, Ezra Faulkner is the varsity tennis team captain and a stereo-
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typical jock, but that was before his girlfriend cheated on him and his 
leg was shattered in a car accident. He thinks his life is over until he falls 
in love with new girl Cassidy Thorpe. I usually don’t read ‘romance’ nov-
els, but this book is a perfect mix between friendship, drama, mystery, 
humor, and much more. Throughout the book, Ezra learns that new be-
ginnings can come from tragic endings. I would definitely recommend 
this book to all high schoolers.
—Alexandra Pook, Class of 2021

Schwab, V.E.                A Darker Shade of Magic
Four parallel worlds with four parallel Londons; Red, White, Grey, and 
Black. Follow Kell, one of the last magically gifted Antaris with the abil-
ity to travel between the worlds, and his antithesis, Delilah Bard, a pick-
pocket and thief living in poverty in Grey London. V.E. Schwab writes a 
beautiful and intricate book that will keep you on the edge of your seat. 
This is the first book in the Shades of Magic trilogy. 
—Olivia Chandler, Class of 2020

Schwab, V.E.                  A Darker Shade of Magic
A vastly underrated addition to the YA fantasy canon, A Darker Shade of 
Magic is the first of three books in the Shades of Magic series. The book 
follows Lila Bard, a ruthless, gritty nineteen-year-old, who grew up an 
orphan on the streets of 19th century London. Unbeknownst to her, 
her London is one of three Londons—common points between three 
realms of magic: White London, an anarchical wasteland; Red London, 
a thriving magical community; and Grey London, Lila’s London. When 
she steals what she thinks is a trinket from Kell, a powerful magician 
known as an Antari, and the last of his kind, she accidentally sets in mo-
tion events that will drag her from Grey London to Red London-and be-
yond. It’s fast-paced and unexpected. The characters are coarser than 
in most YA, but ultimately likeable. Kell and Lila do have a love story, but 
it is a secondary plot. In addition, the world- building of Red London and 
the role that magic plays in its infrastructure and politics are interesting. 
The writing is skillful and the secondary characters are well-developed 
and often scene-stealers. You’ll wish there are more than three books. 
—Hileena Channell, Class of 2018

Scott Card, Orson         Ender’s Game
Ender’s Game is a science fiction thriller placed in the future where 
planet Earth is in a hundred year war against an alien race called the 
Buggers. In this book, we see the development of the main character, 
Ender. This is one of the few books that has kept me glued to the page 
(besides the Guinness Book of World Records: 2008 Edition).
—Carter Harrington, Class of 2018
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Sedaris, David             Dress Your Family in Corduroy and Denim
Dress Your Family in Corduroy and Denim by David Sedaris is a collection 
of short stories that highlight the interesting childhood of David Sedaris 
as he interacts with his siblings, parents and friends from school. His 
self memoir touches base on several themes including wealth gaps 
amongst the different households in his neighborhood, technology and 
age gaps between his parents and his siblings, and short anecdotes 
about his large and chaotic family. David Sedaris’s collection of stories 
kept me engaged and made me think a lot about how families compare 
to others. I highly recommend this book as a summer read!
—Monica Royal, Class of 2018

Sedgwick, Chantele           Love, Lucas
Love, Lucas is about a girl who loses her older brother, Lucas, to can-
cer. Struggling with the loss of her rock and the fighting between her 
parents, Oakley has fallen into a dark place. When her mom suggests a 
move to California to live with Aunt Jo for the summer, Oakley is reluc-
tant to leave, but is willing to give the change of scenery a shot. Soon, 
Oakley finds comfort in her Aunt Jo’s beach house. It is at this point that 
Oakley’s mom gives her something that her brother had left for her be-
fore he died: letters. With each letter Oakley reads, she is challenged to 
something new, something that her brothers wants her to do: be a bet-
ter person. Just as things are beginning to settle down, Oakley is caught 
off guard by a surfer named Carson. He makes Oakley feel again, which 
is something she is hesitant towards doing. Using her brother’s letters 
as guidance, Oakley is able to start a new chapter in her life and hope-
fully feel truly happy again. 
—Abby Amann, Class of 2021

Sepetys, Ruta      Out of The Easy
The book Out of the Easy by Ruta Sepetys, offers something to anyone 
that reads it, as it provides mystery and murder, while still to alluding to 
the interesting realities of life in the 1950s. A young girl, with the repu-
tation as the prostitute’s daughter in New Orleans, dreams of escaping 
to a life far away, as she wants to achieve more than what she thinks 
the New Orleans can offer her. A mysterious death in her neighborhood 
leaves her torn between her ambitions and her curiosities. The New Or-
leans continues to lure her deeper, as temptation keeps her searching 
for the answers. This book offers a different perspective to the reader, 
as I had personally never thought about the honest life of a prostitute. 
—Allie Mandava, Class of 2020

Sepetys, Ruta             The Salt to the Sea
If you like historical fiction, this is perfect for you! Four different indi-
viduals share their stories of their struggles through World War II, and 
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Sepetys beautifully incorporates heart wrenching tales with much 
needed hope. Each narrative gives the reader a look into the world of 
several refugees, from Germany and Poland, as well as unsettling jour-
nal entries from a young Nazi. The characters journey across the unfor-
giving barren land, hoping to find themselves on a ship to America. This 
book, although sad, is my favorite story, and the most powerful piece of 
writing I have read in a long time.
—Ella Newcomb, Class of 2019

Seuss, Dr.     One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish
I recommend Dr. Seuss’s classic, One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish. 
The novel explores themes of individuality while still portraying that ev-
erybody wants to fit in and belong. Although the book is an enjoyable 
short read, the underlying meaning of the story is more important than 
its length. If you adore a graphic novel with nuanced themes that take 
thought to discover, I urge you to read One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue 
Fish.
—Sebastian Melendez, Class of 2019

Sharpe, Tess             Barbed Wire Heart
I read this book over spring break, and it was the perfect beach read. 
The narrator is a very strong and powerful woman who tells her story of 
growing up with a father who’s the leader of a drug cartel and how she’s 
raised to take over the family business. The story alternates between 
her flashbacks of growing up in this dingy town being the daughter of 
the county’s scariest man and current day how certain events lead her 
to being the leader of the cartel. Harley has a plan for the family busi-
ness and the safety of the town and isn’t afraid to step up to the men 
who don’t think she’s got what it takes. 
—Chloe Richards, Class of 2018

Shusterman, Neal                Challenger Deep
Challenger Deep is a gripping story about a teenage boy dealing with 
schizophrenia. The story is told in a very unique way, with some chap-
ters taking place in the real world, while others take place in his head. 
These two worlds blur as the story progresses, creating unforgettable 
characters along the way. It is a beautiful coming of age story that ex-
plores mental illness in a very real way, as the author’s son also suffered 
from schizophrenia. The message the book tells and the moments it 
creates are both heartbreaking and hopeful, and stay with the reader 
long after the final page.
—Katja Matter, Class of 2021

Shusterman, Neal      Unwind
In the not so distant future, America is sprung into chaos during the 
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Second Civil War when both sides come to a final agreement: the Bill 
of Life. The bill states that after the age of thirteen, a child could be un-
wound, meaning every organ, bone, and muscle in their body would be 
disconnected from the child and used to benefit people who have po-
tential to be something great. Unwinding means slipping into a dormant 
state while your body is used for the greater good, not death. When the 
troubled main character Connor Lassiter learns that his parents have 
secretly signed the order for his unwinding, he decided to run away and 
goes on a wild adventure running from the law, meeting new people, 
and trying to survive until eighteen, when he can finally be free again. 
Keep reading to find out if Connor stays whole, or can’t escape his fate 
of being unwound! This book is very interesting and part of a series, so 
if you enjoy this book I highly recommend that you follow Connor from 
birthday to birthday.
—Gabi Dani, Class of 2021

Silva, Daniel       House of Spies
House of Spies is a fictional novel, following the search by intelligence 
agencies for the world’s most infamous terrorist, Saladin. Two recent 
terrorist attacks on British and American soil spurs on the hunt for this 
man, who has a network that extends all around the world. It is up to Ga-
briel Allon, spy and vintage art restorer, to track down Saladin through 
the streets of London, to the doorstep of one of the richest men in the 
world, Jean-Luc Martel . With the help of Gabriel Allon, Jean-Luc Martel 
and his wife will aid in the capture of the world’s most notorious terror-
ists. A tale of deception and twists, House of Spies will have you unable 
to put it down.
—Gibbs Waxter, Class of 2021

Silver, Nate               The Signal and the Noise
This book is all about statistics, predictions, and big data. It delves into 
why we’re so good at predicting the weather or the future value of a 
baseball player, but we fail when it comes to predicting earthquakes or 
economic growth. The Signal and the Noise is a very interesting read be-
cause of the breadth of topics that it covers, giving a detailed treatment 
of each one. The topics range from economics and politics, to the hard 
sciences, and even sports and gambling. Within each of these topics 
it reinforces the idea that no amount of data can make up for a lack of 
fundamental understanding, as well as lending helpful, everyday tips 
relating to each field. It left me feeling more confident in my ability to 
reason about predictions, and more skeptical of the statistics that get 
carelessly thrown around in everyday life.
—Alex Oro, Class of 2018
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Silverstein, Shel             Where the Sidewalk Ends
This book is a collection of poems written by Shel Silverstein. This is a 
fun book to just pick up and flip to a random page and read the poem 
that appears. The poems in this book are short, a page at max. They 
are outrageous and funny and really exciting to read. This collection 
of poems can be read one at a time as you are falling asleep or just sit 
down and get absorbed in the language and excitement of the poems. 
—Liam Daniel, Class of 2018

Singh, Lilly           How To Be a Bawse
If you’re looking for a book that deviates from the normal novel stan-
dards, How To Be a Bawse is an inspiring book filled with great life les-
sons and stories. As stated in the title, the world known Youtuber, Lilly 
Singh (a.k.a Superwoman), talks about her life story and how she be-
came a “bawse.” Each chapter is filled with a different topic or teach-
ing. Some of these include time-management, confidence, risk-tak-
ing, goal-setting and so much more. Through her book she teaches 
people not to just survive life, but to conquer it. Filled with funny and 
thought-provoking stories, this book is sure to make you empathize and 
learn from Lilly Singh. She went from having nothing to living her dream 
and becoming an extremely successful person. If you’re looking for a 
book to help guide you through life, or simply have a light yet interest-
ing read, this is the book for you. After reading it you’ll re-enter the world 
as a new and improved person; and, of course, as a “bawse.” 
—Sydney Toffa, Class of 2021

Sirak, Ron                 Play Your Best Golf Now
This book is an interesting read for any aspiring golfers of any age. It 
explores an intricate stance on how the game should be practiced and 
played. The book looks past technique in golf, and it focuses on aspects 
of the game that are mental. It takes an approach to the mental game 
that is easy to understand, yet it strengthens it to an extent in which no 
other practice can do. It focuses on the process of playing golf. 
—Jeffrey Zhou, Class of 2021

Sittenfeld, Curtis           Prep
Prep by Curtis Sittenfeld is the story of a teenage girl and her journey 
throughout high school at a college prep boarding school. Each chapter 
is a new part of her high school career. In the beginning, she struggles 
to blend in and make friends at her new school. It is a coming of age 
story that demonstrates how her diverse background gets in the way 
of bonding with her classmates. I truly enjoyed the book and I would 
highly recommend reading it.
—Julianna Pook, Class of 2018
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Sittenfeld, Curtis           Prep
Prep is an American novel about a young girl going through high school. 
Her name is Lee, and she attends a boarding school. I would recom-
mend this book to high school students due to the fact that it is so relat-
able. It handles issues of friendships, relationships, wealth and school. 
This book is truly a story about growth. The main character Lee starts 
the book in freshman year and progresses until graduation. Each year 
has unique problems. I rate this book an 8/10 due to its readability and 
character growth.
—TJ Love, Class of 2018

Sittenfeld, Curtis           Prep
Prep by Curtis Sittenfeld is a coming of age story about the main char-
acter Lee. While she has some qualities that make the reader embar-
rassed for her, in the end, we have all been in her shoes. Her navigation 
of Ault, a private boarding school, is filled with many relationships and 
lessons for Lee and the reader. The challenges she faces are relatable 
to almost everyone, friend issues, grades, and so on. I recommend this 
book for seniors and juniors who have adjusted to the life of high school 
but can still relate to the awkwardness of being an underclassman.
—Linden Schaible, Class of 2018

Skloot, Rebecca      The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks is a very well written and engaging 
nonfiction novel. It is a perfect book for anyone who is interested in sci-
ence because it gives specific information on the growth and distribu-
tion of the infamous He-La cells. It also follows the story of the family 
of Henrietta and discusses many ethical scientific issues regarding race 
and what it truly means to get medical permission. If you love science 
or if you just love a really engaging story, this is the book for you! 
—Emma Billings, Class of 2018

Sloan, Robin           Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour Bookstore
How would you feel if your were a graphic designer who happened to 
stumble upon a job in a very strange, almost magical bookshop with 
a cult-like following? Well, that’s exactly what happened to Clay, the 
main character in Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour Bookstore, by Robin Sloan. 
This novel is great for any book lover and computer nerd alike! The nov-
el has a complex and beautiful plot, with the intrinsic values of a science 
fiction and a fantasy novel rolled into one. It’s also a very quick read; I 
read it in 24 hours, ironic to the title. I highly recommend this book, as 
well as reading Ajax Penumbra 1969, giving you an even greater look 
into this wonderful world.
—Ariana Aghevli, Class of 2019
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Smith, Betty                A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
This book is a semi-autobiographical novel written by Betty Smith in 
1943. The main character is a young girl named Francis Nolan who is 
struggling with growing up in Brooklyn, New York. The book’s main 
themes are poverty, drinking problems with the dad, death, struggling 
to be in elementary, middle and college school, and religion. A Tree 
Grows In Brooklyn explores all of these topics and helps you see how 
life was during the first two decades of the 20th century. As Francie 
grows older, she gets more responsibility and more freedom to explore 
her identity. Men ask to marry her, but she justs wants to be successful. 
During her adult life, World War II starts and we can see the new tech-
nology and how the people experience it.
—Sayuri Toribio, Class of 2020

Snicket, Lemony    A Series of Unfortunate Events
I would recommend A Series of Unfortunate Events by Lemony Snick-
et. This series is comprised of 13 relatively short books each centered 
around an unfortunate event that the Baudelaire children have to en-
dure. My favorite part of this series is the way in which Lemony Snicket 
narrates the story with humor and a clear voice. The first book in this 
series is titled “The Bad Beginning.”
—Melanie Hancock, Class of 2019

Sparks, Nicholas        A Walk to Remember
A Walk to Remember is a classic love story that makes you smile with joy 
as you read it. It’s about two high schoolers—one a pastor’s daughter 
and the other a senator’s son. While normally partaking in very different 
activities, somehow they both find themselves in the senior play to-
gether. After spending long hours and days together, they realize they 
are not so different from each other as they think they are and they both 
start to increasingly open their heart. It is a short novel and super easy 
to read—I finished it in a day—and it is bound to bring you some tears. 
I thought it was a great refresher book, and I recommend reading on a 
plane or by the pool this summer!
—Claire Hutchison, Class of 2018

Spinelli, Jerry                 Milkweed
Milkweed tells the story of a homeless Polish boy in the middle of a 
Nazi-controlled Warsaw recounting his experiences in the Holocaust. 
In a time where one’s identity can be a matter of life and death, the 
unnamed storyteller attempts to navigate his way through the Jewish 
ghetto, all the while searching for who he is. This novel not only ex-
plores life in Nazi Germany, but the dangers and experiences of living 
in the Warsaw Ghetto. This novel is great for anyone that enjoys an ac-
tion-packed coming-of-age story, as well as someone who wants to 
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learn the horrors of the Jewish ghettos. By using elements of real-life 
as well as fiction, the author manages to keep the reader in suspense 
for the entire novel. Milkweed, which I originally read in 6th grade, is 
to this day one of my favorite books of all time. Anyone that is looking 
to pick up a book and not put it down should read Milkweed, a tale of 
heartbreak, hope and survival during the Holocaust.
—Will Forbes, Class of 2021

Stein, Garth        The Art of Racing in the Rain
The Art of Racing in the Rain follows the perspective of a loving dog, 
Enzo, recounting his life as he eventually grows old. From his birth, he 
quickly becomes the lifelong companion of Denny, whose lifelong pur-
suit is to run competitively. As he watches a family grow together and 
split apart, he learns more and more about the perplexing  nature of 
humans. Stein’s book had me continuously wondering and question-
ing even the most mundane of subjects in life. Asking questions that 
range from stuffed animals to reincarnation, this book had me engaged, 
puzzled, and filled with wonder all at the same time. I’d recommend 
this book to anyone who loves dogs and wants a book that teaches us 
about loss, change, and the resilience of the human spirit.
—Jude Barakat, Class of 2020

Stiefvater, Maggie      All the Crooked Saints
For any reader interested in subtle magic folded into an intensely real 
world, this book is that. The book centers around three siblings who 
struggle with the world handed down to them and the strange magic 
that their family is known for. The descriptions are vivid and authentic, 
and it’s difficult not to relate to each character as they find their way 
through the twists and turns of the novel. Though the concept of the 
story is quite simple—a family able to grant miracles—the way the char-
acters handle it and grow together is anything but. The book encourag-
es introspection among the characters, and through them encourages 
the reader as well to look inside and ask many of the same questions 
the characters have to ask themselves. The book explores the idea that 
there are no minor characters—each character is given their own time 
to figure themselves out, and all of them feel profoundly honest, yet 
flawed. The reader ends the book with a grasp on each character as a 
human being, and finds comfort as each character finds their way out of 
the complex situation they unintentionally placed themselves in. 
—Jennifer Weiske, Class of 2019

Stiefvater, Maggie                  The Raven Boys
The Raven Boys, is the first of four in the series The Raven Cycle. Blue 
Sargent has been told for as long as she can remember that she will 
kill her true love. However, this book is not your typical young adult 
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romance novel. The characters felt as if they could be real people and 
were actually very likable. Stiefvater’s use of imagery and writing makes 
the mystical town of Henrietta come to life. If you enjoy novels about 
friendship and just a touch of the supernatural, then you will love The 
Raven Boys, and the rest of the series. 
—Dayne Collins, Class of 2021

Stiefvater, Maggie             The Scorpio Races
I never thought I would read a fiction book that would change my eating 
habits—but I did. Now I make Scorpio cakes as a dessert and drink my 
tea with butter. The small details, like this. attribute to the very personal 
feel of this book. In The Scorpio Races Maggie Stiefvater expertly crafts 
a personal, yet entirely alien book about the traditions and culture of a 
foreign Island. I believe everyone who is literate should read this amaz-
ing, fast-paced and personal book.
—Cooper Eisman, Class of 2021

Strogatz, Steven           The Joy of X
The Joy of X is a brilliant exploration of mathematics, unlike anything 
taught in a traditional classroom setting. It aims to give an intuitive sense 
of seemingly simple concepts, starting with the elementary ideas of 
addition and multiplication and leading up to complex unsolved math-
ematical theories. The writing style works to extract the exhausting, 
boring, or even tedious work experienced in a math class, leaving only 
the raw underlying theory. Each and every chapter can be read in a 
stand-alone format without a need for an in depth understanding of 
mathematics or even any content from the previous chapters. Overall, 
the book takes complex theories in mathematics, sifts out the boring 
and unattractive aspects, leaving only the product of interest, engaging 
the reader’s curiosity to dive deeper into mathematics.
—Grant Fitez, Class of 2020

Sullivan, Matthew  Midnight at the Bright Ideas Bookstore
Midnight at the Bright Ideas Bookstore is a compelling mystery that 
weaves into the trauma of the main character. This book was written by 
a Colorado native and includes little bits and pieces that Colorado resi-
dents will love. The novel explores the main character’s struggle to find 
her friend’s suicide notes and discovers incredible secrets about her 
community. The intriguing twists, connections and witty writing creates 
an incredibly fun and interesting read.  
—Juliette Watkins, Class of 2020

Sáenz, Benjamin Alire                        Aristotle and Dante Discover the 
      Secrets of the Universe
The story of Aristotle Mendoza and Dante Quintana’s struggle to figure 
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out how they fit into society as boys is impossible to set down. Aristotle 
and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe by Benjamin Alire Sáenz 
is a coming of age novel that explores acceptance and realization of 
one’s true self. There are few topics that it does not cover, from coming 
out to saving birds. The desert sky is the background, love is the narra-
tor, and the human mind is the story. 
—Avery Pitstick, Class of 2021

Tamaki, Mariko               This One Summer
If you ever read graphic novels, I would recommend This One Summer 
by Mariko and Jillian Tamaki. Being a teenager, I find myself wandering 
off in to my own thoughts, often wondering about the small things in 
life. But when I read this book, I could relate on a huge level to how 
being confused was ok. The main character, Rose, takes a trip every 
summer to Awago, a small town along the beach. Also, every year is 
the same. She visits her friend, Windy, hangs out with her Grandma, 
goes to the beach and has fun. But this one summer, everything seems 
weird and different. So, she has to figure what has been going on and 
she comes understand the sudden changes that have been affecting 
her life. What I like most about the novel is that it explores the hardships 
adolescents face and how they slowly lose their innocence and under-
stand the real world. While it does contain mature language and adult 
references, I think it is important at this age to understand why the au-
thor has included certain themes. Most importantly, I could empathize 
with the storyline. I feel that this book would suit a variety of people with 
different tastes and it is a good book to read to relax and enjoy. 
—Priyanka Ramurthy, Class of 2021

Taylor, Laini        Strange the Dreamer
Chances are, if you’re human, you have grand dreams of some kind, 
dreams that are unfortunately utterly impossible. Strange the Dream-
er narrates the realization of one such dream. Poetic, thoughtful, ad-
venturous, and magical, this book is the perfect late-night read! It is 
also completely its own story, with unique characters and just the right 
amount of, well, strangeness. Pick up this book. Your imagination won’t 
be disappointed.
—Grace Regnier, Class of 2020

Thomas, Angie                   The Hate U Give
The Hate U Give is a timely, funny, and well-written novel about Starr 
Carter, an African-American girl who lives two lives, one in her preppy 
and privileged private high school, and the other in a harsh neighbor-
hood. She has seen everything from police brutality to gang violence 
and everything in between in her neighborhood, but she learns valu-
able lessons from her experiences. After witnessing the death of her 
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friend at the hands of a cop, all hell breaks loose but Starr stays strong 
and becomes drawn to activism. The novel does a great job of not vic-
timizing Starr, instead making her a strong leader. I recommend this 
novel a lot as it is extremely timely and eye opening.
—Abiel Gebremedhin, Class of 2020

Thomas, Angie                  The Hate U Give
The Hate U Give follows the story of 16-year-old Starr Carter, an African 
American girl who witnesses the shooting of her childhood best friend 
by a police officer on their way home from a party. Unarmed and inno-
cent, her friend’s death sparks national controversy. As the sole witness 
of the incident, Starr is drawn to act, aiming to reveal the truth about 
her friend’s murder, much to the dismay of the local police department. 
While working to combat a complacent and indifferent police force, 
Starr also struggles to navigate her life split between her poor black 
community and her privileged private school. The story explores the 
tragic, yet pervasive issue of police brutality in our society today from 
the perspective of a character who lived through it. 
—Sofia Palumbo, Class of 2020

Thomas, Angie                  The Hate U Give
The Hate U Give was a bestselling book for a reason; it is thoughtful, 
insightful, and encourages the reader to look at the world through a 
different perspective. By telling the story of something as serious and 
tragic as police brutality in an accessible, interesting way, Thomas 
seeks to remove some of the apathy that often takes place with issues 
that a large contingent of America does not want to understand. The 
Hate U Give serves as a powerful reminder that while for some people, 
political events sometimes seem isolated or far away, they are closer 
than we think, and the narrative that we help shape about them can af-
fect our friends, acquaintances, and ourselves, and change the country 
that we live in. I would recommend this book for anyone who is inter-
ested in learning about their role in racial relations in the United States, 
or anyone that would like to read a book that will help them become a 
better citizen and person. 
—Sarah London, Class of 2019

Thomas, Leah       Because You’ll Never Meet Me
Because You’ll Never Meet Me is the story of two teenage penpals who 
could not be any more different–or similar. While one of the young men 
is a refined and intelligent German, the other is a nonchalant, whiney 
American with severe cabin fever. They both, however, share one thing 
in common: a shared life struggle. The German boy is blind and has to 
use echolocation to make his way around, while the American has a 
rare disease that makes him allergic to electricity, meaning he has to 
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live secluded from most other people. The kicker: due to their condi-
tions, they’ll never be able to meet each other. Told in the form of letters 
written by both young men to each other, this book is an entertaining 
and heartwarming quick read that any high schooler could enjoy. 
—Noah Wilson, Class of 2018

Tolkien, J.R.R.              The Fellowship of the Ring
If you want a book filled with trolls, magic, dwarves, hobbits and wiz-
ards, this is the book for you. The Fellowship of the Ring is the first book 
in a three book series, however it so thrilling that it could be a stand 
alone book itself. The book ties together the perfect mix of adventure 
and danger. The main character, a hobbit named Frodo, lives in a hole in 
the ground when his father bestows to him a ring with magical powers, 
and Frodo’s job is to destroy it so it doesn’t get into the wrong hands. 
While I read this book I always felt that the story kept dragging you in; 
you think nothing else is going to happen, then it happens, whether 
running into dead kings on horses or into man eating trolls, you won’t 
be able to put this book down no matter how hard you try. However, if 
you want a little background on the Lord of the Rings series, I would 
recommend reading The Hobbit, it too is a fantastic read that provides a 
little knowledge about what’s going on.
—Payton Lester, Class of 2020

Tolkien, J.R.R.             The Fellowship of the Ring
One of my favorite books I have ever read over the summer was J.R.R. 
Tolkien’s The Fellowship of the Ring, the first of the Lord of the Rings 
trilogy. The book takes place years after The Hobbit concludes. It fol-
lows the story of the young nephew of the previous book’s protagonist 
named Frodo. He is tasked with returning a cursed ring that had been 
stolen by his uncle years ago. He is joined in his quest by several of his 
hobbit companions, and later he is aided by humans: elves, dwarves, 
and even a wizard. The story follows Frodo and his comrades as they 
attempt to destroy the cursed ring, and combat a growing evil in their 
land. This book is extremely well written and well paced. It will keep 
even the most reluctant of readers engaged and is an amazing book to 
take on over the summer. 
—Griffin Batt, Class of 2020

Tolkien, J.R.R.              The Fellowship of the Ring
Written by the widely esteemed author J.R.R. Tolkien, The Fellowship 
of the Ring begins the story of a young hobbit named Frodo Baggins 
and his friends (including other hobbits, elves, men, and dwarves) on 
their quest to destroy Middle Earth’s greatest evil. The Ring of Power 
has been passed on to young Frodo, who has no idea about its great 
capability and corrupting spirit, and terrible creatures of darkness from 
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the evil land of Mordor have begun to hunt him down. With the help of 
Gandalf the Grey (a wizard), Sam Gamgee, and two other hobbit friends, 
he travels to the elf haven of Rivendell where their quest truly begins. 
Tolkien beautifully continues the story of The Hobbit with glimmering 
detail, wonderful language, and a twisting plot that will have you feel-
ing as if you were standing right there alongside Frodo and his compan-
ions. Although it may be at times hard to read, the characters make up 
for it in this iconic piece of fantasy. 
—Amelia Saffold, Class of 2021

Tolkien, J.R.R.              The Hobbit
J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Hobbit is a great read for those who love journey and 
adventure. In this wonderfully engaging piece, The Hobbit explores the 
conflict of inaction and complacency versus action and altruism. This 
creates tension between characters which keeps the reader engaged 
and anxious to find out what happens next. Additionally, the theme of 
character is intertwined in the book by exploring the challenge of do-
ing what is right instead of what is easy, which pairs perfectly with the 
conflict of the book. Through the perspective of a hobbit named Bilbo 
Baggins, the reader embarks on a quest with him and his company of 
dwarves to reclaim their homeland from Smaug the dragon. Bilbo and 
his company have many chances to give up and turn back, but they 
persist. While there are some slow parts spread intermittently through-
out the book, they are made up for by the extremely fast-paced action 
scenes and rich vocabulary. If you are looking for an action, fantasy, or 
adventure book, The Hobbit is for you.
—Ben Hawley, Class of 2021

Tolkien, J.R.R.               The Hobbit
The Hobbit is a great and easy summer read. It is a perfect book to 
read while lounging in the hot sun. The book starts out at the hobbit’s 
house. Twelve dwarves  come knocking on his door looking for his help 
on what will be and unbelievable journey. The dwarfs will fight side by 
side with Bilbo Baggins. They fight dragons and do other crazy stunts. I 
liked the book mostly because it was just fun to read. This brilliant book 
will make anyone’s imagination race. Whether its traveling through the 
forest by foot or racing around the planes with horses, there is never a 
dull moment. This book is one of my favorites!
—Spencer Garner, Class of 2020

Tolkien, J.R.R.              The Hobbit
The Hobbit is a book full of adventure, heroes, songs and laughter. This 
book has fantastic imagery and many beautiful landscapes including 
the Shire the Hobbits inhabit. This is a home that is somewhere in En-
gland but near the beginning is left by Bilbo. In this story he is the reluc-
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tant hero who encounters Dwarves, Elves, Goblins, Eagles, and Wizards 
as he passes through Rivendell, the Misty Mountains and Mirkwood on 
their way to the Lonely Mountain in order to take back a precious trea-
sure that has been stolen by a huge dragon that goes by the name of 
Smaug. I recommend this book to any student that loves exploration 
and adventure. It is always a timeless classic for all ages.
—Valerie Sandino-Murphy, Class of 2021

Twain, Mark     The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer is an exciting prequel to the Adventures 
of Huckleberry Finn, this book is from the point of view of Tom rather 
than Huck. One night Tom and Huck go to a graveyard and witness a 
murder committed by Injun Joe. While looking for treasure one day they 
see Injun Joe with a box of gold. This story includes action, drama, and 
adventure. By being from Tom’s point of view the reader gets a great 
look into his life that helps give insight and context into his actions in 
Huck Finn. This book is an incredible exciting read filled with lots of ac-
tion, this book is never dull and never gets boring and I would strongly 
recommend it.
—Miles Adams, Class of 2020

Tyson, Neil deGrasse              Welcome to the Universe
Welcome to the Universe’s goal is to cover everything in our known uni-
verse. It covers everything from the number zero, to the number of par-
ticles in our known universe just in the first 20 pages. Tyson utilizes a 
style of language that is humorous and easy to understand while still 
teaching about the most complex topics in our universe. It is an incred-
ibly easy read and still taught me more than any science textbook has 
been able to. I highly recommend this book if you have no previous 
knowledge in physics and astrophysics, but are looking for someplace 
to start.
—Henry Caulkins, Class of 2020

Van Draanen, Wendelin          The Running Dream
The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen is an emotional story 
about a teenage girl named Jessica who loses her leg in a car acci-
dent. Jessica was a track star and, because of the loss of her leg, feels 
as though she has lost her identity. Not only do her dreams of running 
seem to have disappeared, so has her spirit. The story follows Jessica 
as she struggles to learn to walk with a prosthetic leg. Jessica also be-
comes friends with a classmate named Rosa who has cerebral palsy. 
The unlikely friendship helps Jessica view the world with a new per-
spective. Together the two friends fight to achieve their dreams. The 
Running Dream is a touching, inspiring story, and I would recommend it 
to anyone who enjoys rooting for the underdog!
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—Adelaide Young, Class of 2020

Van Draanen, Wendelin         The Running Dream
In the novel The Running Dream, Jessica injures and loses her leg in 
a car accident which renders her permanently unable to walk again. 
Through the immense love from her family and teammates and by 
meeting Rosa, a girl with Cerebral Palsy, Jessica finds a way to perse-
vere and learn selflessness in the hopes of being able to run again. This 
novel will encourage you to examine your own life and privileges and 
inspire you to see how even those who are disabled can do anything 
when they have the right people supporting them.  
—Lena Branch, Class of 2020

Various Authors               The Bible
The Bible is one of the most popular books in the world. It was writ-
ten in the 6th century, B.C. which sometimes makes it hard to un-
derstand. However, the general lessons that are presented in the bi-
ble are very valuable. A common misconception is that if you aren’t 
Christian, you will not understand the Bible. But, you don’t have to 
be religious to dive into a different culture and period of time. I rec-
ommend this book because I respect someone who can sit down 
and read a type of literature that is outside of their box and comfort 
zone. So the next time you see a Bible in your hotel room, read a pas-
sage and realize the amazing morals and lessons that are before you.  
—Tara Lyons, Class of 2019

Venkatesh, Sudhir    Gang Leader For A Day
Gang Leader For A Day is the best non-fiction book I have ever read. 
This book is written by Sudhir Venkatesh about his experience as a 
graduate student at the University of Chicago. For his sociology class, 
Sudhir decides to survey black people in the projects of Chicago on 
their economic status. But as he finds the tenants’ unwillingness to par-
ticipate, he takes an alternative method to learning about the projects 
by becoming a member of a gang called the “Black Kings.” Sudhir’s 
thrilling story is about his experience shadowing J.T., the leader of the 
Black Kings, and learning all about the gang’s hierarchy and how they 
handle their business while maintaining a good relationship with the 
community.
—Oliver Greenwald, Class of 2019

Vonnegut, Kurt         Slaughterhouse Five
Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut is a fictional book based upon 
the author’s experience as a prisoner of war during the fire-bombing of 
Dresden. Dresden was a city previously untouched by World War II, oc-
cupied almost entirely by American prisoners of war and German hospi-
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tals filled with wounded soldiers. As an untouched city, the American Air 
Force decided it would be the perfect place to try out the effectiveness 
of a new type of warfare: high altitude fire-bombing. The results were 
devastating: Dresden went from one of the most beautiful cities in Eu-
rope to ash and rubble. This destruction of beauty is a common theme 
throughout the book, as the protagonist Billy Pilgrim struggles with 
the notion and attempts to rationalize the war and his life through any 
means necessary. While historical fiction, Slaughterhouse Five is in many 
ways one of the truest portrayals of what war is like on a psychological 
level and invokes thought on the subjects of violence and imagination.  
—Harrison Toll, Class of 2018

Vonnegut, Kurt              The Sirens of Titan
In this book Kurt Vonnegut is able to create an environment full of mythi-
cality and wonder. Through setting he is able to develop a certain mood 
that entices the reader to continue reading. Vonnegut is also able to cre-
ate a powerful dynamic between the reader and the characters in which 
the reader doesn’t really like the characters, but they do not hope for their 
failure. This makes for an interesting reading experience, which I would 
recommend to anyone in search of a mind bending science fiction novel.  
—Rhodes Fotopulos, Class of 2019

Wallace, David Foster                   Everything  and  More;  A  Compact 
                   History of Infinity
Have you ever thought about the concept of infinity? Of what infinity 
really is or what that word means? Whether you have been fascinat-
ed by the concept of infinity or you are simply looking for a satirical, 
surprisingly relatable read, Everything and More is the book for you. 
The book delves into the history of mathematics and focuses on the 
work of mathematicians who advanced our understanding of infinity, 
the primary being Georg Cantor. Do not fear: this novel is not a dense, 
esoteric book of mathematical theory but rather a quick, hilarious, and 
informative read that connects math to our daily existential musings.    
—Portia Tieze, Class of 2018

Wallach, Tommy              We All Looked Up
We All Looked Up is a classical high school story with a huge twist. The 
book emphasizes the cliqueness of highschool by writing chapters from 
different perspectives of the multiple characters that fall in a variety of 
social groups. The typical problems of the characters involve struggles 
with parents, friends, school, and other teenage pressures. The thing 
that makes this novel so unique is for the majority of the story an aster-
oid is coming towards earth, and it is a complete toss up whether or not 
it will hit. There are a multitude of reactions to this, involving riots, sui-
cides, and complete normality. Because there is both the chance that 
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the giant space rock could hit earth or not, it causes people to either live 
like there is no tomorrow or continue on living their average high school 
life. The classic social groups start to dissolve, and the real values of 
life begin to emerge as all the students bond over a common fear of 
destruction and the same hope of a future life. This coming of age story 
helps put high school problems in perspective and causes the read-
er to think about how he/she would react in a similar situation. We All 
Looked Up is a well written story that I would recommend to every high 
schooler looking for a good coming of age book that is easily relatable.  
—Alex Mayer, Class of 2019

Walls, Jeannette               The Glass Castle
The Glass Castle is a memoir by a woman named Jeannette Walls, doc-
umenting her turbulent childhood and life with her siblings and parents. 
Her childhood was anything but ordinary, and her interactions with her 
father, Rex Walls, allow the reader to decide for themselves what kind 
of father Rex was to her. Her stories and experiences from her child-
hood shaped her life in a way that no one would ever expect, but her 
ability to move past obstacles in her life is truly inspiring. It is a very 
moving read, and I would recommend it to anyone looking for an inspi-
rational non-fiction book.
—Claire Payne, Class of 2019

Walls, Jeannette                The Glass Castle
The Glass Castle, by Jeannette Walls, is a novel that not only sparks 
the interest of young readers who are struggling through their identity 
within or outside of their own families, but it also intrigues adult readers, 
who read this novel as an opportunity to reflect on their own lives--their 
struggles as well as their accomplishments. The Glass Castle recounts 
the unorthodox, impoverished childhood of four children growing up in 
a household that defies all the stereotypes of family life. In the start of 
this novel, Walls contrasts the idealistic approach of many other nov-
els that make the reader optimistic about the world. Rather, this novel 
takes on a realistic approach that centers the readers to the truth of not 
only the life of the Walls family, but also to the truth of every reader’s 
life. However, as the novel progresses and there is character and plot 
development, readers are able to see that regardless of the challenges 
that families or individuals face, that should not discourage one from 
setting and achieving goals, hopes, and dreams. 
—Amanda Schlatter, Class of 2019

Walls, Jeannette                The Glass Castle
If you are looking to find a book that teaches you about how to be a 
good parent, then the memoir, The Glass Castle is not for you. The 
memoir is told through the words of Jeanette Walls, a young girl who 
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is a victim of growing up in a household of instability. Her family lives 
in poverty and is constantly on the move from the FBI. Her father, Rex, 
was once her hero, but as she reaches adolescence she begins to un-
derstand the destructive nature Rex taints their family with. Jeanette, a 
victim of abuse and sexual assault, learns to become an independent 
woman and the primary provider for her family. She dreams of escap-
ing the disarray of her family life to create a life on her own, completely 
separated from the one she grew up in. I recommend this book be-
cause it is inspired by true events and really gives a look into a life of a 
family living in poverty. 
—Ben Filerman, Class of 2019

Weingarten, Lynn        Bad Girls with Perfect Faces
Bad Girls with Perfect Faces is an amazing book. It has amazing charac-
ters who are well developed and seem so real in every emotion they 
feel. this is the first book i have been so invested in that I stayed up 
one night and read the entire thing. Each character dealing with unique 
feelings that I haven’t, as a reader, ever seen a book put so much reality 
into them. Especially since you get the book in the different perspec-
tives of each character. I highly recommend this book to anyone who 
wants a book you don’t want to put down and loves suspense thrillers 
that take you all the way to the end. 
—Jaden Sheehan, Class of 2020

Weingarten, Lynn           Suicide Notes from Beautiful Girls
Shaken from the recent news of her ex-best friend’s suicide, June 
becomes determined to find out what really happened. Delia, June’s 
ex-best friend, burned herself to death, but June can’t believe that 
someone she thought she knew so well would do something so out of 
character. June sets out to find the truth and she finds herself in a web 
of secrets and lies. The title of this book captured my attention and I 
was fascinated until the last page. With every page, another layer is 
added onto the mystery and little by little, the truth is revealed. This is 
an easy read and is definitely the book for someone looking for a mys-
tery that never seems to end. 
—Olivia Choi, Class of 2020

Weir, Andy       Artemis
Weir’s better known book, The Martian, was a worldwide hit, mixing sci 
fi with very realistic possibilities for the future of space travel. Artemis 
builds off this model, taking it a step farther than traveling to Mars. The 
story follows protagonist Jazz Bashara, a smuggler in Artemis, the first 
and only colony on the moon. Artemis is a playground for the wealthy 
of Earth who vacation on the moon because they can. But what’s below 
the touristy surface is an underworld of backhand deals and smuggling 
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that makes the moon colony function the way it does. Jazz is part of this 
system until she gets caught up in a turf war between two corporate gi-
ants that operate off the moon. If you enjoy incredible worlds of science 
fiction where the possibilities seem endless, this is the book for you. It 
mixes crime with realistic equipment as you follow Jazz, attempting to 
break free of the underworld and to a better life. Welcome to Artemis, 
and I hope you enjoy your stay on the moon.
—Ben Carpenter, Class of 2018

Weir, Andy             The Martian
The Martian is one of my favorite books. It is about Mark Watney, an 
astronaut and botanist in 2035 who gets sent to Mars for a mission. He 
gets left behind on Mars after a storm and is presumed to be dead. He 
survives and manages to make contact again with Earth. Mark Watney 
improvises with the few things left behind by his crew members and 
tries to stay alive until he can be rescued. He has to overcome many 
challenges and hurdles throughout the book and each page made me 
want to read more and more. I enjoyed this book since it was quite re-
alistic compared to many science fiction books that I have read. The 
techniques he used to survive are all possible in real life. it is clear how 
much time was spent on the science aspect of this book. I recommend 
this book since it is able to stay fast paced and interesting even though 
it is about one man living alone on an empty planet.
—Syon Reddy, Class of 2021

Weir, Andy            The Martian
The Martian is a thrilling book that combines elements of science fiction 
with some comedy and even a sort of lonely, sad story. The storyline 
is about a mission gone wrong in which a determined astronaut works 
his way through the challenges of being alone and not having nearly 
enough resources to last him until the next ship arrives. Through a pow-
erful story of perseverance and positivity, this book that is also a great 
movie is entertaining and captivating to most readers.
—Joey Waldbaum, Class of 2020

Weir, Andy           The Martian
The Martian by Andy Weir is an incredibly clever novel that integrates 
elements of science, comedy, adventure, and suspense to create an 
exhilarating trip to Mars. Mark Watney and his crew of Johannsen, Mar-
tinez, Lewis, Beck, and Vogal live in a habitat on Mars until a sandstorm 
leaves Mark on the desolate planet by himself, while the others es-
caped on the ship. Mark is tasked to use his knowledge of botany and 
engineering in order to survive long enough to come back to Earth. 
This book is for anybody who loves science, as the scientific aspect of 
the book is incredibly accurate, while also entertaining the reader with 
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an incredibly funny and witty character in Mark Watney. As you follow 
Mark Watney’s time on Mars, it is easy to fall in love with this character, 
and I found myself on the edge of my seat often throughout the book. I 
would highly recommend that anyone read this book as it is not just for 
science lovers, or space fanatics. The comedy and suspense can draw 
anyone in, and it should be an enjoyable read for anyone who wants to 
get lost in a fantastic book. 
—Colin Chong, Class of 2021

Weir, Andy            The Martian
Andy Weir’s science fiction novel, The Martian, is an intriguing story 
about astronaut Mark Watney who becomes abandoned on Mars and 
must figure out a way to survive. Following Watney every step through 
his journey, readers get to experience the frustration of being alone on 
another planet without any resources, but also the excitement when he 
begins to improvise and figure out how to obtain basic necessities of 
life. As well as this, Weir’s style of writing throughout the novel is easy 
to read and includes some humor from time to time during Watney’s 
experience on Mars. This book gained recognition following the release 
of an Oscar-nominated adaptation of the story and certainly did not dis-
appoint my experience of reading it. I would recommend this novel to 
anyone who is looking for science fiction that is entertaining, suspense-
ful, and follows an interesting plot line. 
—Megan O’Donnell, Class of 2020

Whitehead, Colson           The Underground Railroad
When my dad recommended this book to me for Spring Break, I was 
apprehensive about reading a historical novel, due to their often bor-
ing nature. However, I was pleasantly surprised by The Underground 
Railroad, as its thrilling chases and clever plot covered up any hints of 
boredom the underlying message threatened to expose. After finish-
ing the novel I found myself not only entertained, but enlightened and 
empathetic around the journeys thousands of slaves made to escape 
their imprisonment. I would highly recommend reading this book for 
any occasion, as it is sure to captivate any reader.
—Harrison Davies, Class of 2020

Wiesel, Elie          Night
Last year, during our WW2 unit, we read the book Night. It is an autobi-
ography about a boy struggling to survive in a German concentration 
camp. He loses his home, his family, and at times even himself as he is 
swept into the physical and mental torture the Nazis placed upon the 
Jews. The boy becomes a man soon after arriving in camp with an in-
jured father and himself to look after, feed, and most importantly keep 
alive. It was a really powerful book that will make you feel the pain that 
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so many Jews felt, from a gated community, to the long train ride, to the 
dreadful camp and all its horrors, and finally to freedom. As the author 
recounts this time in his life, his experience moves you to empathize 
with him and so many others who lived and died in the German con-
centration camps of WW2. 
—Cambry Klein, Class of 2021

Wiesel, Elie          Night
This is novel is true story about a boy who went through multiple Jewish 
concentration camps in World War II. The novel really captures what it 
was like to be in a concentration camp and brings to light how horrible 
they really were. In the book he loses many people who are close to 
him due to random selection. He talks about the little amount of food 
that they were given and how people would fight over bread and soup. 
He talks about the horrible living conditions of their blocks and how 
there were 6–8 people in a bed. He also talks about how they were 
forced to walk miles and miles and were even used to test gases and 
chemicals during the war. The novel is really gut wrenching and real-
ly brings into perspective the cruelness of what happened in German 
concentration camps. 
—Sean Mahoney, Class of 2021

Yang, Gene Luen         Boxer
The graphic novel Boxer is one of my favorite books ever. It is a realistic 
work of fiction, and it really dives deep into the experience of a boy who 
becomes an influential leader in the famous Boxer Rebellion in China 
during the early 20th century. The book talks about the passion of the 
fighters and touches on the experiences of the people in China, a side 
of the story that we do not get to see very often. The book illustrates 
the experiences of the main characters and why they believe in the 
cause they are fighting for. If you don’t really want to read a very in-
depth book, try this. The combination of the colorful artwork, and com-
ic style is very interesting and really grabbed my attention. The book 
ends on a cliff hanger, and if you want to continue to story read Saints, a 
continuation of Boxers, but from the perspective of a Chinese Christian 
during the rebellion.
—Paul Skok, Class of 2021

Yoon, Nicola      Everything, Everything
Everything, Everything is a great summer read. Maddy, the main char-
acter, struggles with SCID and is forced to stay within the walls of her 
house. Throughout the book, the reader is able to go along with Mad-
dy as she grows into a young women. With love, courage and aspi-
ration Maddy is able to find herself. The novel will keep you wanting 
more as you wonder what it would be like to be in her shoes. I would 
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highly recommend this book for anyone who is looking for a dramatic, 
heart-warming, intriguing story to read. 
—Sloan Hurley, Class of 2021

Yoon, Nicola       Everything, Everything
Everything, Everything is a book about a teenage girl named Madeline 
who has lived with a disease a majority of her life, that has kept her from 
going outside. Madeline is then intrigued when a new family moves 
in next door, one member of that family being a boy her age who she 
falls in love with. The reader follows the struggles Madeline faces such 
as arguments with her mom, dealing with the death of her father and 
brother, her longing to be outside, and falling in love.The reader truly 
gains an emotional connection with the main characters and under-
stands more what it means to have serious struggles in life, other than 
ones we face daily.
—Jenny Dye, Class of 2021

Young, Dean            Skid
Skid, a collection of poetry by Dean Young, is a magnificent read that 
will make you smile, frown, and even cry a little. Young’s ability to con-
nect and engage the reader comes second to none as Skid touches all 
aspects of life through poetry. No two poems in this collection are alike 
as with every turn of the page you are exposed to an endless amount 
of tales, experiences and wonder. Dean Young’s humor, sensitivity, 
and seriousness are all captured throughout the collection making 
for a delightful read to anyone who has a soft spot for reading poetry. 
—George Kandel, Class of 2018

Zusak, Markus         I Am The Messenger
Another very suspenseful, young adult read by Markus Zusak, the au-
thor of The Book Thief. This novel grabs you by the shirt and brings you 
in. It is very hard to put down. I Am The Messenger is about an average 
19 year old boy named Ed Kennedy that is brought into a world of trou-
ble when he gets an ace card in the mail with three addresses on it. 
Throughout the book, he goes on a journey fixing the wrongs of the 
world all while trying to figure out why he is doing it. Eds journey as the 
messenger reveals a lot about himself, others, and helps him figure out 
what he wants to accomplish during his life. I recommend this book to 
anyone with a couple of hours on their hands because this book is very 
hard to put down. 
—Ayo Summey, Class of 2021

Zusak, Markus       The Book Thief
The Book Thief  is a tale about a young girl and her foster family living 
through World War II in a fictional German town. Our main character, 
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Liesel Meminger, creates an everlasting bond with her foster father, 
Hans, as well as her best friend, Rudy. Unlike many living in Nazi Ger-
many, Hans refuses to join the Nazi party, thus bringing about many 
conflicts that they must overcome. For example, Hans is unable to find 
work in the community due to members boycotting him not joining the 
party. The book continues to develop when Hans offers Max Vanden-
burg, a Jew in hiding, refuge in their home. Leisel eventually befriends 
Max, and continues to question the political environment around her. 
Hans and Max help nurture Liesel’s interest in reading and books, which 
only continues to develop as the story unfolds. There are many twists 
and turns throughout the book that leave the reader with many ques-
tions about both themselves and the society they live in.
—Cassidy Mott, Class of 2020

Zusak, Markus       The Book Thief
The Book Thief is a book notoriously known for how sad and dark it is. 
Told from the perspective of Death, the book follows a ten-year-old girl 
name Liesel Meminger as she is placed in a foster home and raised in 
Nazi Germany during WW2. This book provides insight into how dark 
the lives were for the people suffering during WW2, and how selective 
it was to have a good and safe life during this time. Although I was re-
quired to read this book for class the first time that I read it, I have read 
it several times since because it is so fascinating and interesting. If you 
are looking to completely get lost in a book, this one is very hard to put 
down.
—Olivia Schmergel, Class of 2019
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The Reader’s Bill of Rights

The right to not read
The right to skip pages
The right to not finish

The right to reread
The right to read anything

The right to escapism
The right to read anywhere

The right to browse
The right to read out loud

The right to not defend your tastes
 

― —Daniel Pennac


