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Thank you to the students, faculty, and staff of Kent Denver School for 
taking the time to submit the thoughtful recommendations you will find in 
this guide. Use it to look for adventure, to challenge your mind, to go on a 

journey. Come get lost in a book.

“It is what you read when you don’t have to 
that determines what you will be when you can’t help it.” 

Oscar Wilde
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The Upper School Program:
The Freedom and Pleasure of Choice

Everyone is encouraged to read at least three texts of his or her 
choice, and the faculty acknowledges an expansive view of what con-
stitutes a text. Books, of course, are texts but consider also newspapers, 
magazines and blogs. Read anything, as long as you care about it, you 
enjoy it and it makes you think.

Guidance is readily available by reviewing this booklet. When you 
come back from the summer, the faculty hope you will be rested and 
recharged. Be prepared to share in advisory and in your classes, your 
own reading experiences and recommendations. 

A note to students and parents: Students and faculty have submitted 
the following Kent Denver recommendations; these titles are suggest-
ed as a way of offering choice for students. The titles offer a wide variety 
of reading interests, levels and content.

Some inclusions have been edited for the purpose of clarity and 
space; however, we have tried to honor the student’s writing.
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Acemoglu, Daron  Why Nations Fail
Daron Acemoglu’s book seeks to understand why some na-

tions are defined by their wealth and prosperity while others 
face absolute poverty and instability. By establishing a dichot-
omy between inclusive economic institutions and the extractive 
counterparts, Acemoglu answers the question, “Why do nations 
fail?” This well written historical examination provides a satisfying 
framework for evaluating the world today while deepening our 
understanding of economies throughout history; it is a highly in-
fluential and thought provoking read. 
Daniel C., Class of 2019

Adams, Douglas  The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy series has been my favorite 

series to read. The first book, similar to many series, is the best. 
Arthur Dent is swept away from his seemingly dull, humdrum 
life in England and into an awesome and wacky space adven-
ture by his friend Ford Prefect just before Earth is destroyed by 
aliens. Throughout Ford and Arthur’s journey through space and 
time, they constantly face adversity. The book is a light read due 
to Douglas Adams’s wit and style along with the book’s brevi-
ty. None of the books in the series surpass 250 pages and the 
writing does not drone on in the slightest. If you are looking for 
a light pick-me-up read, this is the book for you. After The Hitch-
hiker’s Guide, you will be engrossed in the characters and their 
individual struggles and will want to continue the series. I highly 
recommend.
Adam K., Class of 2017

Agassi, Andre  Open: An Autobiography
Open is the autobiography of Andre Agassi. Andre Agassi is one 

of the best American tennis players to date. His career, as well as 
his life, had very distinct moments of trauma, victories and stag-
nation. If you are a tennis player, sport enthusiast or like come-
back stories, you will most certainly enjoy Andre’s story.
Krista Pearman, Dean of Students

Recommendations from our 
Upper School
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Asher, Jay  13 Reasons Why
13 Reasons Why has gained fame recently due to the semi-con-

troversial hit Netflix series. While some of the plot and language 
are inappropriate for younger audiences, I highly recommend 
reading 13 Reasons Why. The book follows high school student 
Clay Jenson who is listening to the tape equivalent of a suicide 
note from his former love interest, Hannah Baker. Each tape intro-
duces a new character and how they are implicated in Hannah’s 
suicide. I found that I could not put the book down and each 
chapter only drew me in more. Asher’s writing created characters 
who seem incredibly realistic, and I could picture these charac-
ters existing in real life. While some scenes were hard to read, I 
feel like the unpleasant moments are what made the book seem 
more realistic. I highly recommend reading 13 Reasons Why, es-
pecially if you are planning on watching the TV series, as it pro-
vides an honest perspective on the consequences of our actions. 
Sidney C., Class of 2019

Asher, Jay  13 Reasons Why
13 Reasons Why is a very interesting and thought-provoking 

book. It kept me on the edge of my seat and always wanting to 
know what was on the next tape. This is a hard read as it is very 
sad surrounding a teen’s traumatic suicide, but it is definitely 
worth the read. It opened my eyes to everyday interactions and 
how much of an effect they have on people. I recommend this 
book to everyone because it will truly change your life and how 
you view and value how you and others treat one another. It 
reminded me to always be kind and treat others the way I want 
to be treated.
Rayya T., Class of 2019

Auster, Paul  The New York Trilogy
The New York Trilogy by Paul Auster is most definitely unlike 

any other book I have ever read. Made up of three different 
short stories set at different time periods, titled City of Glass, 
Ghosts, and the Locked Room, the book follows three differ-
ent characters as they each become mysteriously roped into 
keeping watch over someone else. Each of the three stories are 
connected in a sense, and while it may not be the easiest read, 
the rich writing and intricate plot subtly make it an exhilarating 
novel. Don’t expect to put this book down with the immense 



8

satisfaction that most predictable mysteries provide but rather 
with questions still spinning in your mind and renewed appreci-
ation for the art of writing. 
Portia T., Class of 2018

Backman, Fredrik  A Man Called Ove
A Man Called Ove is a book for those 13 and above. A Man 

Called Ove is a riveting, yet sad book that will have you looking at 
the world through a different lens. Still, the many twists and turns 
that you experience while reading the book has you yearning for 
more. And as a untimely and improbable friendship occurs, Ove 
will want more not only from his life but from himself. As stressful 
as this book was to read, I recommend it to anyone wanting to 
get deep into a book.
Chris T., Class of 2020

Barbery, Muriel  The Elegance of the Hedgehog
The Elegance of the Hedgehog eloquently combines serious-

ness and comedy, a perfect blend of poetic reflection and ac-
tion. The title alone is intriguing and showcases the unique and 
thoughtful writing style that Muriel Barbery wields throughout 
the novel. The story is of two individuals, one a lonely concierge, 
the other a girl who is looking for a reason to live; both characters 
reside in the same hotel in Paris, France. For anyone who ap-
preciates powerful writing, classic literature, and emotional jour-
neys, this book is the perfect fit. The Elegance of the Hedgehog is 
a story like no other.
Grace R., Class of 2020

Bardugo, Leigh  Six of Crows
If you love adventure in another world, then this is the book for 

you. You get to see the story through the perspective of all of the 
different characters and to develop a connection with all of them. 
It is the all-around perfect book with a combination of adven-
ture, romance, and magic. I also would recommend the sequel, 
Crooked Kingdom, and a story from the same world called The 
Grisha Trilogy. 
Olivia C., Class of 2020

Barnes, Jennifer Lyne  The Naturals
The Naturals is a great book for 7th to 9th graders looking for a 

thrilling book that has you on edge. This book keeps the reader 
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gripping for more as the mystery adds more complex layers to 
it. And as you the reader start to understand this complex prob-
lem, Cassie understands more about herself than ever before. 
The small snippets from the point of view of the killer are unique 
and represent something I have not seen before in a mystery/
detective book. In addition, this book is in a series, and if you want 
to read something that will keep as on edge as the characters 
this whole summer choose the Naturals.
Chris T., Class of 2020

Bataille, Georges  Story of the Eye
I would say that this book is not for everyone and that it has a 

lot of questionable content. Bataille is one of the most phenom-
enal writers and philosophers I have read. This book makes the 
reader question what the meaning of the book actually is. It is 
almost overly silly to an extent where the language seems un-
necessarily descriptive of gruesome scenes. This book is clearly 
one that people will have a lot of problems with reading, but I 
think that is truly what makes it beautiful. Its incredible how pow-
erful Bataille’s words are and how much they can move you. I 
also think the story is particularly interesting because something 
is always changing and you’re always left questioning. I strongly 
recommend that anyone who is struggling to find a reason to 
read in the first place read this book because it opens your eyes 
to how powerful words on a page can really be.
Ketan M., Class of 2018

Batuman, Elif   The Idiot
This literary novel based on the author’s real-life experience 

follows Selin, the daughter of Turkish immigrants, through her 
freshman year at Harvard. She is drawn to the fascinating and 
challenging world of linguistics and Russian language, but is 
ultimately resigned to the fact that becoming a writer is a fore-
gone conclusion. I didn’t want this quiet, funny, affecting novel 
to end. 
Amy Pelman, IIT

Bechtel, Alison   Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic
Extensive recommendations from friends and glowing online 

reviews usually lead me to lower my expectations about an item 
as such hype generally goes unfulfilled. Not so with Bechdel’s 
beautiful graphic memoir which left me wanting more. This poi-
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gnant, funny, and thought-provoking read proved a pleasant sur-
prise and may rate as my favorite memoir read in any format.
Jeff Bleyle, Enterprise

Beecher Stowe, Harriet  Uncle Tom’s Cabin
Uncle Tom’s Cabin is a historical fiction novel that gives insight 

to the events happening in the Civil War era. It follows the lives 
of three groups of people and the things they had to endure in 
their lives. It puts this time into perspective and exposes the truth 
of the lives of slaves. Although it may be hard to read sometimes 
because you can get trapped in the emotion of the characters, 
it is a worthwhile novel to read in order to fully understand the 
time period. The author, Harriet Beecher Stowe, writes with flu-
idity and balances the flash-backs of the characters well. This 
novel has just the right amount of adventure, action, and tragedy. 
I highly recommend this book to anyone who is into historical 
fiction novels. 
Lena B., Class of 2020

Belfoure, Charles  The Paris Architect
The Paris Architect is a fascinating book about an architect in 

Nazi, Germany who finds work hiding Jews in architectural struc-
tures while hiding from the Getsapo. His personal struggles, ad-
ventures, and mystery while doing this secret work are beautiful-
ly worded and keep the pages turning. 
Marin H., Class of 2017

Bergen, Peter  Manhunt
Manhunt is the gripping, true story of the US military’s journey 

to track down and kill Osama Bin Laden. The book starts with 
the military tracking Bin Laden after the Soviet-Afghan war and 
his evasion of US intelligence. It picks back up with the renewed 
intensity by the entire world to find him after the devastating 9/11 
terror attacks against the US. The book concludes by going into 
excruciating detail of the raid on Bin Laden’s safe house in Paki-
stan by SEAL Team 6. I highly recommend the book for anyone 
who enjoys non-fiction and loves America. 
Jack W., Class of 2019

Berlin, Lucia  A Manual for Cleaning Women
Lydia Davis writes in the foreword: “These stories make you 

forget what you were doing, where you are, even who you are.” 
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Reading this book was like having an intimate conversation with 
a witty, wise friend. I savored every story and didn’t want the col-
lection to end.
Eddie Young, English Department

Bola-Weber, Nadia  Accidental Saints: 
 Finding God in all the Wrong People

The author is a Lutheran minister and founding pastor of the 
House for All Sinners and Saints, a Lutheran church right here 
in Denver. I heard an entirely fascinating interview with her on 
Colorado Public Radio and was so intrigued by what she had to 
say (as well as by the name of her church) that I talked to my 
family about it. They in turn bought me this, her most recent book 
(she has several), for the holidays, and I devoured it. Bolz-We-
ber has quite the personal story, is a wonderfully unconventional 
religious leader, and has a compelling theological vision con-
cerning the grace in all of us. Her short and easy-to-read book, 
a New York Times Bestseller and one of National Public Radio’s 
Best Books of 2015, is grounded in Bolz-Weber’s touching stories 
about working with members of her offbeat congregation. 
Eric Chandler, Head of the Upper School

Bow, Erin  The Scorpion Rules
The Scorpion Rules held my attention in every way. This dysto-

pian book describes the life as a child of a leader in a futuristic 
world. The setting of the story is many years after a terrifying war 
that shook the world. To prevent another war, the children of world 
leaders live without their parents in a place called “the Preceptor 
school” until they are old enough to rule themselves. The are giv-
en a great education and have everything they need, but there is 
one problem. If their parents declare war, they will be killed. This 
premise makes the story so incredibly intriguing. Two teenagers 
named Greta and Elian start to change things. This book follows 
their adventure in a spartan world. The romance, action, and sus-
pense make for an amazing book that I highly recommend. 
Bailey P., Class of 2020

Bradbury, Ray  Fahrenheit 451
Fahrenheit 451 is a thought-provoking novel that commands 

the attention of the reader with its dystopia which is developed 
in a logical progression from our own world. What is really stun-
ning about this story is that Ray Bradbury predicts many modern 
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technologies with frighteningly similar descriptions in Fahrenheit 
451. What really appealed to me was the book’s discussion of 
free thought and the importance of ideas. To many youth who 
begin to read this, they might assume that the main conflict is a 
grumpy baby-boomer complaining about the disappearance of 
books, but I promise that the symbolism goes far deeper than 
this as the story progresses. Overall, if you are interested in books 
like 1984, and The Circle, you should give this novel a shot. 
Tucker H., Class of 2018

Bradley, Alan  The Weed that Strings the Hangman’s Bag
The Weed that Strings the Hangman’s Bag is the sequel to 

Bradley’s first novel, The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie. The 
book’s protagonist is Flavia de Luce, a pre-teen girl who lives in 
a mansion with her father and sisters in the English countryside 
in the early 1900s. Each book in the series, which now consists of 
eight books, begins with Flavia finding a dead body and follows 
investigation of the death in her small village. The charming char-
acters and compelling mystery make for quite the page turner. 
Glennan K., Class of 2017

Brothers, Meagan  Weird Girl and What’s His Name
I read this book over spring break, and it’s one of those books 

that you simply can’t put down. There’s always something going 
on that puts you at the edge of your seat, so you want to keep 
reading to see what will happen next. The book tells the story 
from the perspectives of both the main characters, Luna and 
Rory. It follows their friendship as it is tested when Rory has been 
keeping a secret from Luna, afraid that she will not want to sup-
port him with his decision once she knows. I didn’t expect myself 
to love this book as much as I did by the time I finished reading it. 
Gisselle D., Class of 2019

Brown, Dan  Angels and Demons
Angels and Demons had me wrapped up as soon as I finished the 

first page. Robert Langdon, a professor at Harvard University and 
expert on the Illuminati, receives a mysterious unknown call that 
describes the brutal murder of a leading anti-matter scientist. The 
scientist’s body is branded with an ambigram that says, “Illuminati.” 
The call comes from the director of The European Organization for 
Nuclear Research, Maximillian Kohler. Langdon is flown to Europe, 
where he, Kohler, and the murdered scientist’s daughter decode 
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the mystery of the scientist’s death. Anybody looking for a great 
book to read for pleasure will enjoy Angels and Demons. 
James D., Class of 2019

Brown, Dan  Angels and Demons
Angels and Demons is personally one of my favorite books. I am 

a big fan of mystery novels and this is a perfect book for people 
who enjoy mysteries. It is part of a series with the DaVinci code 
and involve conspiracies within the Catholic church, but Angels 
and Demons has more action focused within Rome and the Vat-
ican. Angels and Demons is a fast-paced thriller with turns at ev-
ery corner. If you enjoy any sort of mystery book, I would highly 
recommend this book. 
Griffin M., Class of 2020

Brown, Dan  The DaVinci Code
The DaVinci Code was a wonderful mysterious thriller full of 

police chases and religious twists. Art decorates the pages as 
many scenes depict real art and places in Europe; a mysterious 
gruesome murder occurs in none other than the Louvre Museum 
in Paris. The book follows Robert Langdon, a famous symbol-
ist, and Sophie Neveu, the granddaughter of the murdered man. 
The chapters are filled with riddles, police, and even an intense 
religious albino. Each page throws new light onto the way you 
see the world and allows for a person to question authority and 
religion in a whole new way. I highly recommend this outstand-
ing novel to all who are looking for an interesting weekend; you 
won’t be able to put it down.
Danielle N., Class of 2019

Brown, Dan  The DaVinci Code
The DaVinci Code is everything an action/thriller book should 

be. I had heard many good reviews of the book and finally chose 
to read when my local librarian recommended it. The book fol-
lows the adventures of Professor Robert Langdon and his cun-
ning, witty sidekick, Sofia Neveu. The two must work together to 
solve a series of codes to find a secret treasure Sofia’s grandfa-
ther left behind after he was murdered. The writing is gripping, 
and it was truly a struggle for me to put the book down. I definite-
ly recommend this book to those wishing for a captivating read 
for the summer or just to read in general!
Harrison D., Class of 2020
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Brown, Daniel James  Boys in the Boat
A book I enjoyed was The Boys in the Boat by Daniel James 

Brown. It told the real story of the challenges a group of college 
rowers had to surpass in order to win gold at the 1936 Olym-
pic Games held in Nazi Berlin, Germany. Although Jesse Owens 
is known for making a statement against fascism and racism 
through his performance in the 1936 Olympic Games, The Boys 
in the Boat specifically details the struggles of Joe Rantz and the 
perseverance that he had that allowed him to rise from a reject-
ed poverty stricken kid to miraculously winning a gold medal on 
the rowing team. Brown’s writing is eloquent, managing to word 
Rantz’s struggles in a simple, yet mood-setting tone. 
John K., Class of 2019

Brunt, Carol  Tell the Wolves I’m Home
In this story, a young girl grieves over the death of a favorite un-

cle when a gift arrives from that very uncle asking her to look af-
ter someone else who was important to his life. As a relationship 
builds between the two, a whole different story line is happening 
within the girl’s family. It’s an interesting read and a touching story.
Jason Mundy, History Department

Cameron, W. Bruce  A Dog’s Purpose
A Dog’s Purpose is a book that is close to my heart. It is a heart-

warming story of a dog trying to find her purpose in life. She 
passes through many lives, touching each and every one of them 
on a deeper level. The book is pretty easy to read and follow, 
which makes it a universal book, enjoyable for every skill level. 
In addition, its relatable story really connects the reader to the 
novel. I recommend this book to any cat people, so they see that 
dogs will always have a special place in a human’s heart, and in 
general to anyone who is looking for an entertaining read that 
keeps them hooked throughout. 
Rianna B., Class of 2020

Cameron, W. Bruce  A Dog’s Purpose
This book made me laugh, cry, and everything in-between. 

Before reading a book I oftentimes will read the plot summary 
to see if it is worth it or not, but this time I did not, so I was genu-
inely surprised. It is definitely a very emotional read- so bring the 
tissues- but it is so thoughtful and it really makes you reflect. If 
you like dogs and want to read something that is simply a good 
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read, this one is for you. I didn’t want to put it down and pulled the 
equivalent of a Netflix marathon to finish it!
Cecily C., Class of 2019

Carnegie, Dale  How to Win Friends 
� and�Influence�People

This is an excellent book to understand relationships. It reads 
into the relationships that you will have and how to make people 
like you. This is one of the most helpful books I have ever read. 
Dale describes the wants of people and how to use their wants to 
influence others, have your ideas practiced, and even win friends 
and relationships. Although it seems like a self help book, it does 
not read like one at all. The book suggests that you read it twice 
and that will not be a problem at all as there is so much that you 
miss the first time. I highly recommend this book.
Josh H., Class of 2019

Cashore, Kristin  Bitterblue
Bitterblue is a fantastic follow-up to the already well developed 

world within the pages of Graceling and Fire, the other two books 
in the series. What’s so fantastic about this series in particular is 
that you don’t need to read the books in order; they’re pretty self 
contained. The character and world development is some of the 
best I’ve ever read, and though there is an element of romance, 
it isn’t the main focus of the book. If you’re interested in politics 
within a fantasy world and the struggles of a young queen with 
hints of magic, this is the book for you.
Jennifer W., Class of 2019

Cass, Kiera  The Selection
For 35 girls, the Selection is the chance of a lifetime: the oppor-

tunity to escape a rigid caste system, live in a palace, and com-
pete for the heart of gorgeous Prince Maxon. But for America 
Singer, being Selected is a nightmare. It means turning her back 
on her secret love with Aspen, who is a caste below her, and 
competing for a crown she doesn’t want. Then America meets 
Prince Maxon and realizes that the life she’s always dreamed of 
may not compare to a future she never imagined.
Lucy E., Class of 2019
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Cather, Willa  Death Comes for the Archbishop
Cather’s masterful Death Comes For The Archbishop is a sparse 

but lovely fictional account of two Catholic priests who spend 
their lives in the untamed American Southwest. Each chapter ex-
amines a thread of history or heritage in the region by telling an 
anecdote. Cather explores the relationship between Catholicism 
and the indigenous peoples of the Southwest. Her book made 
me think about the Southwest, a region that is only a few hours’ 
drive away, in a new light. As well as an erudite exploration of a 
place, her book is a masterful work of literature.
Jonathan O., Class of 2017

Chima, Cinda Williams  The Demon King
The Demon King is the fantastic start to a fast-paced series fol-

lowing the lives of two characters: Raisa ana’Marianna and Han 
Alister. The two characters are complete opposites, but their lives 
are entwined together in unexpected ways. The series is a bit of 
a slow build, so if you can get through the intense world-building 
of the first book, the reward in the later books is definitely worth it. 
This book is for anyone who is a fan of world building and politics 
within a fantasy world, and the everyday lives of characters with-
in such a world. This book might not be one to draw the reader 
in immediately, but there were certainly moments of tension and 
amazing writing that made the rest of it worth it. 
Jennifer W., Class of 2019

Christie, Agatha  Murder on the Orient Express
Murder on the Orient Express is now one of my favorite Agatha 

Christie books. This book follows the journey of Hercule Poirot, 
a private detective, as he investigates the murder of an elderly, 
American man. This book has you on the edge of your seat and 
you will always want to keep on reading. As you read, you start to 
suspect people as the murderer. But as you keep on reading, you 
start to doubt your suspect. I really recommend this book if you 
love mystery and detective books!
Venus M., Class of 2019

Christie, Agatha  Murder on the Orient Express
This thrilling murder mystery tells the story of the famous Ori-

ent Express upon which a rich man is killed in the middle of the 
night. No one entered the train or left the train in that time, so 
the killer is one of the people on board. Written like a detective’s 
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casebook, this book is a quick-page turner and contains a shock-
ing ending that ties everything together. 
Ellie S., Class of 2020

Coffey, Wayne  The Boys of Winter
The Boys of Winter tells the story of the 1980 United States 

Men’s hockey team. It was perfect for an avid hockey fan like me, 
but anyone who has heard of the movie “Miracle on Ice” will feel 
an instant connection to the players. Set in the midst of the Cold 
War, the author excellently does the play by play of the game. 
However, after mentioning each player, he goes into depth 
about their backgrounds, engaging the reader and bringing the 
true character of this underdog team alive. I highly recommend it 
to any sports fan or US patriot.
Ben Z., Class of 2020

Colfer, Eoin  Artemis Fowl
Artemis Fowl is the first book in my all time favorite series and 

is an exciting read the entire way through. You know when you’re 
watching a movie or a TV show, and it turns out that the protago-
nist was one step ahead of everyone, including the audience, the 
entire time? Artemis Fowl has that satisfying a-ha moment, all the 
time. The protagonist, Artemis, is a young genius anti-hero on a 
quest to save his mother from dementia and restore his family’s 
fortune. He discovers the existence of fairies, but these aren’t the 
kind you hear about in fairytales. These are incredibly intelligent 
creatures with technology that far surpasses our own who have 
been living beneath the earth’s surface for tens of thousands of 
years, including Holly Short, a captain of the Lower Elements Po-
lice force. Colfer manages to brilliantly blend action packed sci-fi 
and fairytale fantasy into one book that ends up being smarter 
and more fun than the sum of its parts. 
Aaron A., Class of 2019

Danielewski, Mark  House of Leaves
House of Leaves is possibly the best fiction book I have ever 

read, with an interesting plot that provides a whole other per-
spective on what reality and sanity really are. The complex plot 
and interesting formatting provide a powerful window into the 
perspective of the characters. Although this book may seem 
more like a novelty, it is still a book with characters that the read-
er comes to better understand and appreciate throughout. Upon 
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first reading this book, I found that its characters make a pro-
found statement on what is real, and what is impossible.
Vaughn R., Class of 2020

Dashner, James  The Maze Runner
The Maze Runner is by far one of my favorite books of all time. In 

the novel itself, there is action, mystery, suspense, and so much 
more. The main character is Thomas. He is the second to last 
of a group of teenagers to arrive in the Glade, and he becomes 
the narrator of the story. The group of teenagers needs to work 
together while solving out the mystery of the maze in order to 
escape. This is one of very few books I could not stop reading 
and the action-packed adventure keeps the reader on edge. 
Joseph C., Class of 2019

Dashner, James  The Maze Runner
The Maze Runner is an invigorating novel. Every chapter keeps 

you guessing what will come next. The story starts off with a 
bang when the main character wakes up in an elevator with only 
one memory... that his name is Thomas. He enters a community 
called the Glade with about fifty other teens his age. He soon 
discovers a mysterious maze, and the story takes off from there. 
Ellis L., Class of 2019

Dashner, James  The Maze Runner
The Maze Runner series books are some of the best action 

adventure books published in the 2000s. The story follows a 
young man named Thomas and his small group of friends trying 
to solve the mystery about all of their lives and the fate of the 
earth’s population. The entire series is full of interesting twists 
and turns at every corner. The intense action and inviting style of 
writing make this series fun and easy to read. 
Beckett H., Class of 2019

Dashner, James  The Maze Runner
The Maze Runner, by James Dashner, is a good book for teen 

readers because it has lots of action and fiction and is a very re-
latable book. The book is very intriguing and keeps the reader 
wanting more. Thomas, the main character, is a rebellious boy 
who wants out of this crazy maze. The other kids believe there is 
no way out of the maze; if they try to escape, then they could all 
die. Thomas spends his time trying to figure out the puzzle of the 
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maze; he wants to get himself and his friends out of the maze. 
This is a great book, and it shows young adult readers about 
leadership and the willingness to be different. Thomas’ enthusi-
asm and rebelliousness inspire young readers to become differ-
ent and special. 
Jack R., Class of 2020

de Waal, Frans  Are We Smart Enough to 
 Know How Smart Animals Are?

Have you ever wondered why humans can do things that no 
other animal has ever done? Have you ever wondered what re-
ally separates humans from other animals? If you have, Are We 
Smart Enough to Know How Smart Animals Are? is the book for 
you. This book goes in depth in the scientific process which was 
used to really figure what separates human brains from other 
animals brains; it also compares many different different animal 
brains. I would recommend this book to anyone interested in the 
brain or evolution.
Ari D., Class of 2020

Delisle, Guy  Pyongyang
This book fits into a strange (sort of new) category known as 

graphic journalism--so don’t expect to find any superheroes 
here. Instead, you’ll get an insider’s view of the hidden world of 
North Korea’s capital, and a real sense of what life there is like 
(hint: even stranger than you’d think).
Eric Dawson, World Languages Department

Díaz, Junot   The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao
Set in New Jersey, Junot Díaz tells the story of Oscar, an over-

weight young man of Domincan ethnicity, and his quest for love. 
Does he ultimately find it, or does he succumb to the fuku, his 
family’s fabled multi-generation curse? The book also features 
incredible footnotes detailing Dictator Trujillo’s horrific reign over 
the Dominican Republic. A Pulitzer Prize-winning book and fresh 
narrative you’ll surely be captivated by.
Genevieve Marcelino, Admissions

Dickens, Charles  A Christmas Carol
A Christmas Carol is probably the most misunderstood and mis-

represented story in the English language. Most people who think 
they know it have never read it, but have seen one of the innu-
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merable film or stage adaptations, and are consequently under 
the misapprehension that it is a sentimental Christmas story. While 
Christmas is the setting, of course, it’s not what the book—or story; 
it’s not really long enough to call a novel—is about. Its real inten-
tion has nothing to do with a particular religious sensibility, but is 
timeless and important for people of any religion or none. This is 
one of those works of art that is so perfect it cannot be translated 
to another medium; if you make a play of it, you automatically ruin 
any possibility of understanding it. I don’t want to tell you what it’s 
about. You should make that discovery yourself. But I will give you 
the essential clue: the narrative technique is unusual; the narrator 
speaks in the first person to the reader as ”you,” but the narrator is 
the author and not a character in the story, as is the case with most 
first-person narratives. What is Dickens up to, and what does he 
really mean when he says at the beginning about Marley’s death, 
“This must be distinctly understood, or nothing wonderful can 
come of the story I am about to relate?”
Dave Rollman, English Department

Dickens, Charles  David�Copperfield
David Copperfield by Charles Dickens is a good book for people 

who want to experience Victorian England from the point of view 
of a young boy growing up and turning into a man. Dickens ex-
pertly works in the unique, and at times confusing, dialect of the 
time in the book, which gives its characters a depth and quality 
that brings them to life. From his first troubles with the nefarious 
Murdstones to his dealings with Mr. Micawber, the book almost 
always has the reader rooting for David. This book is a great read 
for anyone who wants a classic fiction book to pass the time. 
Max L., Class of 2019

Doerr, Anthony  All the Light We Cannot See
The book All the Light We Cannot See is a beautifully written nov-

el that provides a new perspective into World War II. This novel 
takes you into the life of an orphan in Germany during World War 
II. Talented, intelligent, and resourceful, Werner was the perfect 
specimen to join the Nazi Party. How could he possibly resist this 
force? Marie is a blind French girl left all alone to try and survive 
the German force. Her father left with a treasure that everyone 
hunts for. This book has it all! From the beautiful relationship be-
tween a loving father and his blind daughter, and friendship put 
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to the test, this book will pull on your heartstrings and keep you 
turning the pages. 
Charlotte M., Class of 2020

Donaghue, Emma  Room
During my usual hunt for books before break, I picked up what 

looked like an interesting novel. Little did I know Room, by Emma 
Donoghue, is a riveting psychological thriller. It rivals The Girl with 
the Dragon Tattoo and Jo Nesbo books any day with its unique 
perspective and style. Although there is a slow beginning to the 
novel, by the end of the book I couldn’t put it down. Room is not for 
the faint of heart because there are sexually explicit scenes and 
the topic of the book deals with mature content. But, overall this 
is one of the best book I have happened to pick up in a long time. 
Tori H., Class of 2020

Draper, Sharon  Out of my Mind
Out Of My Mind is a very cute story and one of my all time fa-

vorite books. The book tells the story of a physically disabled 
young girl, Melody. Although Melody has Cerebral Palsy, her in-
telligence is outstanding. She is stuck in a very easy class and 
just wants to prove herself. She has real fears, thought and wants, 
just like a normal girl; now she just needs to find a way to show 
everyone. The book engulfs you into a new reality, and leaves 
you with a new way of thinking; don’t judge before you know the 
whole story. I would highly-recommend Out of my Mind for any-
one looking to get involved in a new reality and to understand 
different people. 
Reese F., Class of 2020

Dumas, Alexander  The Count of Monte Cristo
Imagine that you are a man at the top of the world, engaged 

to a beautiful wife, about to receive promotion on the ship that 
you work on. Now imagine that you are taken to prison to serve 
a life sentence for being a Bonapartist, something you are not. 
Planning his revenge with a cellmate, Edmund Dantes recounts 
his sorrowful past. The rest of the book is Dantes’ elaborate and 
convoluted plot to exact revenge on those who wronged him. 
With newfound wealth, an extravagant new title, and a heart that 
flames with the passion of vengeance, nothing will stand be-
tween Dantes and redemption. 
Charles M., Class of 2018
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Eggers, Dave  The Circle
In the dystopian novel The Circle, Eggers creates a world that 

should sound familiar to all of us. The Circle explores the ever 
important issues of total transparency as we increasingly live our 
lives under the surveillance of the government and market, vol-
untarily yielding our privacy as we indulge our desire to display 
ourselves on social media.

Mae Holland, the protagonist of the novel, has found a job at the 
most prestigious company in the world, The Circle. The first line 
reads: “‘My God,’ Mae thought. ‘It’s Heaven.’ “ Ironically, The Circle 
is no heaven and is more like hell. The company is attempting to 
create a totalitarian filterless society where secrets are crimes 
and everyone is transparent, subject to manipulation and control. 
In a world where “everyone” has complete access to everyone’s 
past and present information, there is no more anonymity, no se-
crets, and, most importantly, no privacy. The Circle by Dave Egger 
is a great summer read because it teaches us about the potential 
consequences of oversharing on social media. Egger examines 
what it means to be free from witness, from judgment and from 
persecution. I believe that today this serves a valuable lesson to 
all of us. We must look beyond the surface of sensationalistic 
clickbait, photoshopped surfaces and fake news to the core of 
what really matters—truth, justice, faith, and people.
David F., Class of 2017

Evison, Jonathan  This is Your Life, Harriet Chance
This Is Your Life, Harriet Chance, by Jonathan Evison, is a unique-

ly thoughtful and deeply moving novel that will make you laugh 
and cry. Written entirely in the second person, the book focuses 
on the life of 78 year old Harriet Chance, from her birth all the 
way up to the present. As the book progresses, new information 
about her past is revealed, and her story starts to come into fo-
cus. When I eventually reached the last page and the book end-
ed, as all books do, I was, at first, filled with mourning for the book 
and characters I had come to love. But even I could not deny the 
beauty of the conclusion; everything was, if not right, okay with 
the characters and their world. If you’re looking for a beautiful 
and touching read, this is the book for you.
Alice N., Class of 2019
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Farley, Walter  The Black Stallion 
After a tragic shipwreck while traveling to North Africa, Alec 

Ramsey, the main character, is the sole survivor. During the 
wreck, Alec saves a Black Stallion and they become stranded 
on a island in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean. To occupy his 
time, Alec decides to train and ride the Black Stallion; they form 
a close bond. Alec’s dream is to race his Black Stallion if he ever 
is able to return home. In the midst of training the Black Stallion, 
Alec struggles to survive. For anyone who loves horses or ani-
mals in general, I highly recommend this book. It truly shows the 
relation one can create with animals if you are willing to spend 
the time. The book is also full of action from start to end! I hope 
you read and enjoy this book!
Joseph C., Class of 2019

Fisher, Catherine  Incarceron
Incarceron is really interesting and has a unique setting and 

plot. IT is centered around a boy named Finn, who was born in 
Incarceron and Claudia, who lives in the world outside. Finn lives 
trapped in a dangerous, every man for himself type of environ-
ment where he’s had to grow up living on his toes, whereas Clau-
dia has been forced to live a sheltered life where she longs for 
the world outside as well. Both trapped in their environments, 
Finn and Claudia have to fight to escape. This book is truly a great 
read. 
Melanie H., Class of 2019

Fitzgerald, F. Scott  The Great Gatsby
The Great Gatsby is a classic piece of American literature, pro-

viding historical context of the 1920s in Eastern America. It dis-
cusses the topic of excess wealth, class systems, and power 
struggles within New York during the Roaring Twenties. The book 
is seen through the eyes of Nick Caraway, the neighbor of the 
mysterious billionaire, Jay Gatsby. As Nick discovers more about 
Gatsby he connects Gatsby’s attachment to his past with Daisy 
Buchanan. This book is very thematic and thought provoking.
Emma M., Class of 2019

Fitzgerald, F. Scott  The Great Gatsby
The Great Gatsby takes place during the roaring 20s and in the 

middle of the prohibition. Nick Carraway is dragged into the life 
of local millionaire Jay Gatsby. Nick finds out later in the book 
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the motivation that drove Gatsby to acquire his wealth and the 
purpose for his grand parties. This book will keep you wondering 
“who is Gatsby?” and give you a in depth perspective at the life 
of The Great Gatsby.
Caden J., Class of 2019

Flynn, Gillian  Gone Girl
Gone Girl, by Gillian Flynn, is the mysterious story of Amy Dunne’s 

disappearance and the case for her husband, Nick Dunne, being 
the killer. The evidence is overwhelming that he is the reason for 
her disappearance, but did he really do it? I was so drawn into 
the book that when I put it down, I felt as if I was still surrounded 
by the events of the story. It made me suspicious of everyone, in 
a way that I didn’t know a book was capable of doing. Anybody 
who is looking for an absolute page-turner, full of surprises and 
the unexpected, needs to read this book.
Zachariah S., Class of 2019

Folwer, Karen Joy  We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves
We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves is an amazing book. It 

warmed up my heart. I could relate to Rosemary, the main char-
acter. Rosemary not only lost her sister, but she also lost a part 
of herself. Rosemary struggled to remember her past self. I also 
enjoyed the ending as it was quite satisfying. I recommend this 
book to anyone who wants to read about the adventurous life of 
Rosemary.
Venus M., Class of 2019

Gage, Nicholas  Eleni
Eleni is a true story of a New York Times reporter who went 

on a search for what happened to his mother during the Greek 
Civil War in 1948. He discovers a heart-wrenching tale of how his 
mother, Eleni Gatzoyiannis, defied communist insurgents in her 
village and was imprisoned, tortured, and executed. His search 
leads him to ultimately come face-to-face with the person who 
killed her.
Kelsey Gustafson, Math Department

Gaiman, Neil  Neverwhere
The wildly imaginative novel by Neil Gaiman tells a story of a 

different world: not just London, England, but London Below. In 
attempting to help a bleeding girl from London Below, Richard 
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Mayhew falls between his world and hers. In the adventure he 
never wanted, Richard finds danger, friends, self-confidence, and 
a place where he belongs. The characters in this novel are de-
spicable, lovable, and fantastically unpredictable. To any fantasy 
loving reader, this book is for you. Remember, always treat rats 
with respect.
Katrina S., Class of 2018

Gaines, Ernest  A Lesson Before Dying
A Lesson Before Dying is the story of the segregated south. An 

African American teacher is asked by his family to visit with a 
young man convicted for murder and sentenced to death. The 
teacher needs to convince the young man, who is also black, that 
he has worth and value as a human being before the state puts 
him to death. Gaines discusses race, social class, family, and our 
shared humanity all set in segregated Louisiana. One of my fa-
vorite books, by far.
Jason Mundy, History Department

Gladwell, Malcolm  Blink: The Power of 
 Thinking Without Thinking

Malcom Gladwell is a fantastic science writer whose books tack-
le some of the most interesting questions of human performance 
and human nature. Blink, my personal favorite of his books tackles 
questions of split-second judgements and decisions we make. It 
answers thought-provoking questions about the inner workings 
of our brain and the complexity of our actions. Blink comes to 
conclusions about what allows some people to effectively make 
split-second choices, whereas others fail to direct the information 
that comes their way. I absolutely love this book. It’s especially 
great for anyone interested in psychology but I believe that any-
one will enjoy it. I would also recommend looking into Outliers and 
The Tipping Point two other fantastic books by Gladwell. 
Gavin R., Class of 2019

Gladwell, Malcolm  Blink: The Power of 
 Thinking Without Thinking

Blink is an eye-opening and thought provoking book that brings 
into question the power of the human mind and our ability to 
judge situations before we can comprehend what they even are. 
With articulate language, interesting theories, and intricate con-
cepts, Blink left me thinking more about the human mind and left 
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me wondering how I could improve my own life. With tips on how 
we as humans can best utilize our minds and stay ahead of the 
game, I found Blink to be an exciting and interesting book that 
was difficult to put down. This book was insightful and I would 
highly recommend it for anyone who is looking to have their mind 
blown and learn more about what “mind blown” actually means.
Emma A., Class of 2019

Gladwell, Malcolm  Outliers
Outliers is a very well written nonfiction book by Malcolm Glad-

well. This book talks about the environmental and societal forces 
that make some specific individuals successful. There are lot of 
studies and statistics that prove and support the book very well. 
It is a very inspirational book and it is not too long. I highly recom-
mend this book for someone who wants to find an inspirational 
reading book. 
Emma L., Class of 2020

Gowda, Shilpi Somaya  The Golden Son
This book follows the stories of a young man, Anil, and his 

childhood friend, Leena, who live in a small village in India. Anil is 
the son of the head of the village. Being the eldest son, he is ex-
pected to follow in his father’s footsteps and take over as leader 
of the village once his father can no longer do so. Anil, however, 
has other plans. He dreams of being a doctor. After studying hard 
through medical school, he is offered an exclusive residency in 
Dallas, Texas. In Dallas, he struggles with being an Indian man in 
American society, feeling isolated and outcast. When his father 
suddenly dies, he must return home to become the head of his 
household, dealing with all of the village’s issues and arguments. 
Meanwhile, he reconnects with longtime friend, Leena, who is 
struggling in an arranged marriage. Leena had expected to be in 
love with the man she was going to marry, making her situation a 
brutal wake up call to the reality of being a woman in her society. 

Once the two ambiguous friends’ lives cross again, however, 
they are both changed. 

The Golden Son is a wonderful and eloquent story of two young 
adults struggling to find their way in completely different societ-
ies. It is a must read for all young adults, particularly those who 
could be interested in pursuing a career in medicine. 
Sofia P., Class of 2020
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Grajek, Dan  The Last Hobo
The Last Hobo was a laugh out loud book that in it’s rascal-like 

form was charming and witty. This book was given to me on a 
whim, and I did not expect to like it as much as I did. The main 
character is incredibly relatable with tangible flaws and complex-
ities even though he is a young adult hitchhiking across the U.S. 
in the 70s and 80s. Based on a true story, The Last Hobo gives 
a colorful recollection of this transitioning period from the eyes 
of a young, adventurous man. I would recommend this book for 
anyone looking for something different and entertaining.
Ashley H., Class of 2017

Green, John  Looking for Alaska
Looking for Alaska is a heart-wrenching page turner. Miles, the 

main character, is sent away to boarding school, where he meets 
August. This books explores their friendship and adventures at 
Culver Creek. Throughout the novel, the reader is taken on a 
journey filled with romance, drinking, and tragedy. This is a book 
you will not want to put down, and I recommend it for anyone 
who is looking for a romance book with a twist. 
Emma B., Class of 2018

Green, John  The Fault in our Stars 
The Fault in our Stars is the best book I have ever read. It fol-

lows the story of a teenaged girl named Hazel Lancaster, who 
has lung cancer and has to go everywhere with an oxygen can-
ister. She doesn’t have many friends and is often quite lonely, 
but one day, while at her cancer support group, she meets a guy 
named Gus. Throughout the course of the story, they fall in love, 
and although it is filled with tragedy, it is an amazing read. The 
metaphors Green uses really make you think, and the way he 
describes everything is so beautiful.
Abi K., Class of 2019

Green, John  The Fault in our Stars
The book is about a sixteen year old cancer patient who falls in 

love with a boy she meets at a support group for those with can-
cer. Together, they go on an adventure to meet her favorite au-
thor in Amsterdam. Although the trip does not satisfy her hopes, 
she learns a lot about herself and who she is. Three adjectives to 
describe this book are captivating, romantic, and hopeful. 
Claire C., Class of 2019
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Green, John  An Abundance of Katherines
An Abundance of Katherines is a sweet book about a super 

smart teenager that has horrible luck with girls named Katherine. 
The book follows the main character’s journey to find his identity 
and finally break the Katherine curse. It is an easy to read, happy 
story.
Sophia R., Class of 2018

Grisham, John  A Painted House
A Painted House is a great coming of age story about a young 

boy named Luke Chandler growing up in the sunbelt on a small 
family run cotton farm. Luke’s life is forever changed when his 
family hires a nomadic family of farm workers from the Ozarks 
to help them harvest their crop. The characters in the book are 
fully filled out and complexly interconnected. I never wanted to 
put it down once I got going. The struggle of an American family 
working and living off their land is perfectly captured by Grisham. 
Lincoln R., Class of 2017

Gyasi, Yaa  Homegoing
This book is so stunningly good that I still haven’t stopped 

thinking about it a month after finishing. The historical connec-
tions are excellent, but even if you aren’t a history fanatic, you will 
be tremendously moved and find yourself deeply caring about 
the range of characters that come your way as you learn about 
200 plus years of trans-Atlantic history. 
Lee Barrow, History Department

Halse Anderson, Laurie  Speak
This novel has the ability to completely change the perception 

of high school and adolescence as a whole. This novel speaks to 
the complex and intricate years that embody each high school 
experience. Melinda Sordino, the main character of the novel, is 
a relatable girl from upstate New York embarking on her fresh-
man year of high school after a traumatic experience follows her 
through the harrowing hallways of Merryweather High. This book 
is one that completely engrosses the reader and puts them in 
the shoes of Melinda. I highly recommend this book to any high 
school student who wants a perspective-altering experience 
that will not cease to wholesomely captivate them with every 
turn of the page.
Avery H., Class of 2019
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Hannah, Kristin  The Nightingale
The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah follows two sisters living 

in France during WW2. The novel explores the shift in morality 
in times of war, the unrecognized sacrifices made by those at 
home, and the lifelong impact these events made on the gener-
ations that endured them. Despite the time period of this novel, 
it is in every way applicable to the lives we lead today and the 
courage that the characters exemplify inspires positive change 
in any situation.
Morgan M., Class of 2020

Hawkins, Paula  The Girl on the Train
The Girl on the Train is an extremely interesting mystery nov-

el. The chapters switch between the first person view of several 
characters, each one with their own style. The writing is almost 
diary-like with dates and entries in the mornings and evenings. 
The characters are all very quirky and easily relatable. The book 
leaves so many unanswered questions throughout and it was ex-
tremely difficult to put it down until they had all been answered. 
The book does cover some more adult topics like alcoholism, 
cheating, and murder, but I never found any of it to be gruesome 
or gross. I recommend this book to anyone who likes a good 
mystery but is looking for a different style.
Lennon H., Class of 2019

Hawkins, Paula  The Girl on the Train
The Girl on the Train is a super suspenseful, intriguing and 

mind-bending book about the life of a couple named Anna and 
Tom, where Anna disappears. The book is set in the minds of the 
main characters, showing potential leads to who may have kid-
napped Anna. The book leaves you with a huge plot twist at the 
end, making it one of my favorite books of all time! If you liked 
Gone Girl, this is almost like a sequel to that book! 
Lilyrose B., Class of 2019

Hemingway, Ernest  The Sun Also Rises
This book is a realistic fiction in the first person view of an 

American man in the early 20th century. It combines a very in-
teresting storyline with comedy and many diverse characters. As 
the narrator and his friends travel to different places, it provides a 
incredibly fun compelling book.
Quinten P., Class of 2019
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Hillenbrand, Laura  Unbroken
I loved the book Unbroken because it was full of suspense and 

the plot leaves you in awe. It is a great book that is interesting and 
engaging but also allows you to gain a different perspective on 
World War 2. 
Megan E., Class of 2019

Hillenbrand, Laura  Unbroken
The story of a prisoner of war will make you not want to put this 

book down. Unbroken is an inspiring story about overcoming the 
obstacles that face you. 10 out of 10 would recommend. 
Tom G., Class of 2019

Hillenbrand, Laura  Unbroken
Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand is the epitome of an encapsu-

lating historical non-fiction novel. It is about the travesties and 
tribulations of former Olympic distance runner Louie Zamperini 
whose plane crashes in the South Pacific, an area notorious for 
its Japanese occupation. Louie, through many different changes 
in plot, finds himself the subject of brutal abuse and harassment 
before being liberated by American troops. Unbroken evokes 
sympathy and excitement in all readers alike. 
Willy B., Class of 2018

Hilton, S.E.  The Outsiders
The Outsiders is one of the most action-packed exciting books 

you will read. This book will truly keep you on the edge of your 
seat. The realistic conflict of the Greasers and the Socs, cross 
town gangs that are constantly fighting, is very interesting and 
intriguing. You get to know the characters very well and feel very 
connected to them because of their rough realistic back story 
S.E gives a secret plot twist at the end. 
Pace B., Class of 2020

Hugo, Victor  Les Miserables
Les Miserables is a classic story of hope and redemption, and 

highly worth the read. This book is not for someone who just 
wants a casual, easy read, but if you’re a fan of the musical or a 
movie and have some extra time to devote, it’s interesting to see 
into the lives of the characters and the additional information and 
story elements that didn’t fit into the musical or movie.
Jennifer W., Class of 2019
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Hoff, Benjamin  The Tao of Pooh
The Tao of Pooh is a funny twist on a children’s book that has car-

ried me into my young adulthood. Reading this when I was young, 
many of the themes and complex ideas of the book went right 
over my head, allowing me to revel in the fun nature of Winnie 
the Pooh. The ideas of kindness, respect and equality are woven 
through the stories of Winnie the Pooh in this novel. The Tao of 
Pooh explores the importance of shaping your identity with kind-
ness and care and treating others with respect. I recommend this 
as a quick read. 
Izzy H., Class of 2019

Ignotofsky, Rachel   Women in Science: 50 Fearless 
 Pioneers Who Changed the World

This compact non-fiction book highlights the work of import-
ant, pioneering women scientists throughout history. Appealing 
and whimsical, it might be geared toward a younger audience, 
but will entertain and delight any age. Don’t be surprised if, like 
the film Hidden Figures, you find yourself slightly saddened that 
you didn’t already know about these amazing women and their 
incredible contributions to our world. 
Amy Pelman, IIT

Junger, Sebastian  The Perfect Storm 
The Perfect Storm is about the long line sword fishing boat An-

drea Gail and the last fishing trip for that boat. In 1991 the Andrea 
Gail departed Gloucester for another fishing trip of the season and 
goes far off shore, and on the return trip, gets caught in a huge 
“noreaster.” This is the story of the men aboard the Andrea Gail 
and their fight for survival against the weather. I liked this book be-
cause it is well written and how it is the fight against nature.
Liam D., Class of 2018

Kennedy, David  The American Pageant
Not only is The American Pageant extremely helpful for AP U.S. 

History, but it also reads well—even smoothly. Beyond that, for all 
history buffs like me, this books perfectly blends American History 
with the nuance that I find is absent in most other texts. With this 
book, you will really garner a deeper insight into American History. 
I would recommend this book to anybody who has a truly deep 
love of history or for students preparing to take AP U.S. History. 
Tucker H., Class of 2018
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Keys, Daniel  Flowers for Algernon
This is a great book! The beginning was interesting and it cap-

tured my attention quickly. It is a different style of writing than 
most science-fiction or realistic fiction books, but it explores the 
consequences of changing human nature and the impact that 
it has on the life of an individual. The style took a little while to 
get used to, but it was not a super difficult read. The characters 
are intriguing and the plot is compelling. It has some surprising 
and unexpected twists, creating an unpredictable and engaging 
story. Overall it’s a great, compelling story, and I would definitely 
recommend it.
Danielle T., Class of 2019

King, Stephen  Salem’s Lot
The story of Salem’s Lot, by Stephen King, follows different 

characters through their stories in a small north eastern town that 
is called Salem’s Lot. The horror fiction book starts off with stories 
of people’s lives and slowly they are incorporated into a larger 
story that is very unexpected. The book is a great read if you have 
time as it is fairly long, but you must also take into consideration 
that it is a horror book, and it may scare younger readers. I rec-
ommend this book to anyone that is looking for a longer read and 
something that will make them think.
Matthew G., Class of 2019

Kingsolver, Barbara  The Poisonwood Bible
The Poisonwood Bible is a coming of age story about a preach-

er family that moves to the Belgian Congo in Africa. It’s the story 
of the struggles of being together as a family and sticking with 
what you believe in no matter what anybody else thinks. The de-
scriptive language used to decribe Africa’s beauty but also the 
horrors of that time. This book is for anyone who loves to get lost 
in a world that we wouldn’t be able to experience otherwise. I 
highly recommend The Poisonwood Bible.
Abby J., Class of 2020

Kress, Nancy  Beggars in Spain
This book is excellent for people who are interested in the po-

tential use of genetics and the social impact they could have in 
society. This book examines not only the use of genetic modifi-
cation to change people and make them “more fit” but also how 
discrimination and other issues in today’s society could arise and 
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become much worse. I would highly recommend this book to 
people who liked the movie Gattaca and people who enjoy a 
good yet realistic sci- fi read!
Lauren H., Class of 2020

Lansing, Alfred   Endurance, Shackleton’s 
 Incredible Voyage

On May 15, 1913, this ad appeared in newspapers in England: 
“Men wanted for hazardous journey. Low wages, bitter cold, 
long hours of complete darkness. Safe return doubtful. Hon-
our and recognition in event of success.” The response was 
overwhelming. Those who were selected for the mission got 
everything they bargained for and more. They also got lucky. 
When they embarked in 1915 on a voyage to Antarctica, they 
were led by the man who placed the ad, the redoubtable polar 
explorer Ernest Shackleton. A lot went wrong. They didn’t make 
it to the South Pole. What they did do is beyond belief. I still 
get chills when I read this tribute to Shackleton from another 
polar explorer of his day: “For scientific discovery give me Scott; 
for speed and efficiency of travel give me Amundsen; but when 
disaster strikes and all hope is gone, get down on your knees 
and pray for Shackleton.” You’ll see why. Lansing is a fine writer, 
and the tale he tells in Endurance is among the great adventure 
stories of all time.
Nick Lefferts, English Department

Larsen, Nella  Passing
Nella Larson’s Passing is a captivating novel about the ups and 

downs of friendship and race in 20th century life in Harlem. This 
book follows the lives of Irene, Clare, and their husbands. Irene 
and Clare reconcile after running into each other while having 
tea, but due to Irene’s decision to remain in the black community 
and Clare’s to “pass” over to the white community, their friend-
ship is strained by underlying hatred for each other’s decision. I 
read this book in English class, and I could barely put the book 
down to do my other homework!
Lucy P., Class of 2019

Larsen, Nella  Passing
Passing by Nella Larsen is a very deep and eye-opening novel. 

The book is based in the 1920s during the time of racial inequality 
and follows the life of two multi-racial women, Clare and Irene. 
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Both of the women are mixed with white and African-American 
and have lighter skin that could “pass” as white. Clare chooses to 
do so and marries a white man, leaving behind her black heritage 
while Irene stays with the black community. The book shows the 
contrasts between the two lives and brings many questions into 
what race actually is and how it makes or breaks your identity. I 
recommend this book to anyone who is into books that reflect 
the struggle of women and race in the past. The novel prompts 
the reader to think more deeply about certain issues. 
Cleo H., Class of 2019

Lee, Harper  To Kill a Mockingbird
To Kill a Mockingbird is a classic book that I enjoyed reading as 

an eighth grader. It was thought provoking, and I liked the narra-
tor. The author wrote in a way that made the characters easy to 
relate to, putting you in their shoes. This book was an easier read 
with a more complex plot line.
Taya B., Class of 2020

Leroux, Gaston  The Phantom of the Opera
If you are looking to read a book version of this beloved musical, 

then maybe you shouldn’t read this novel, for the musical is based 
very loosely on Leroux’s original 1909 work. Both the novel and 
the musical tell the love story between Christine Daaé and Raoul 
de Chagny, but the plots have slight altercations. The novel has 
a mysterious and “gothic” vibe with more plot elements than the 
musical. Overall, the novel is good, but if you read it, don’t expect it 
to be anything like the musical. I recommend this book to anyone 
with an open mind who wishes to read a classical novel set in an 
opera in 19th century Paris, France.
Kelly B., Class of 2019

Levithan, David  Every Day
I recommend Every Day by David Levithan. It is about a spirit 

who wakes up every day in a new body. The spirit falls in love with 
a girl, then tries to go back to her in each new body. This book is 
fantasy, young adult fiction, and somewhat a romance novel. It 
was most interesting to me because it was such an abstract con-
cept, but written very well and easy to follow. It’s a pretty easy 
read, but interesting nonetheless and definitely worthwhile. 
Izzy H., Class of 2018



35

Levithan, David  Every Day
Every Day by David Levithan is a grabbing story about a gen-

derless character that goes by the name of “A”. Every night “A” 
will fall asleep being one individual, but in the morning when it 
wakes up, “A” is a completely new and different person. One day, 
when in the body of a high school boy, “A” meets a girl and starts 
to feel a connection with her. One of “A”’s biggest rules is to nev-
er get attached to anyone it meets, and not to do anything that 
would mess up the life of the person it is inhabiting. However, 
after meeting this certain girl, “A” completely forgets about the 
rules and will do anything and everything to find the girl again. 
This book leaves the reader constantly on the edge, trying to find 
out if “A” will again find the special girl and how he will manage to 
create a relationship.
Ella V., Class of 2020

Lewis, C.S.  The Chronicles of Narnia
The Chronicles of Narnia is hands down the greatest series of 

books I have read. I had initially seen the multitude of films pro-
duced based off the books and then decided to read them on 
my own. My personal favorite is the Silver Chair; however, you 
should really start the series from the beginning or else it will 
make very little sense. C.S. Lewis discusses topics such as reli-
gion with ease, yet it is subtly enough that you can interpret the 
messages of the books in many different ways. The first story, 
The Magician’s Nephew, follows the discovery of Narnia as well 
as many other separate worlds. Lewis’ storytelling is matched by 
none, seamlessly making very complex ideas and beliefs easily 
graspable to readers. The entire series is incredibly and will have 
you wishing for more when you are finished.
John K., Class of 2020

Lockhart, E.  We Were Liars
We Were Liars is a fast-paced read about a girl piecing to-

gether her memory and remembering the accident that caused 
her to lose it. It isn’t just a teen summer romance novel but a 
mind-blowing mystery with a crazy twist. I enjoyed it so much 
that I read it in one sitting.
Ashley K., Class of 2020
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Man, John  Saladin: The Sultan Who Vanquished 
 the Crusaiders and Built an Islamic Empire

Perhaps you’ve heard of Saladin before, but likely only in pass-
ing, as I had before reading this book. John Man, a British historian 
and author, describes the life of Saladin, the greatest command-
er of the Arab world, in vivid detail. The biographical chapters 
culminate in Saladin’s famous victory over the Crusaders at the 
Battle of Hattin (1187). Reading about the tactics of each side fas-
cinated me. Saladin’s ultimate dream was to unite the Arab world 
and re-take Jerusalem from the Crusaders. Although he failed 
to accomplish the latter, he laid the groundwork for the succes-
sion of strong empires that would emerge after his death. Man 
construes the story of Saladin and his archenemy, Reynald de 
Châtillon, in terms of a historical epic. Saladin’s legacy in the Arab 
world today is complicated, and Man also explores his modern 
image.
Jonathan O., Class of 2017

Martel, Yann  Life of Pi
Life of Pi is the coming of age story of 16-year-old Pi Patel. 

Raised around his father’s zoo, he had always had a vast knowl-
edge of animal behavior. When the family embarks on a voyage 
to Canada, this knowledge is tested after disaster strikes, sinking 
his ship. As Pi finds himself on a lifeboat with a zebra, an orang-
utan, a hyena, and a 450-pound Bengali tiger, he must put his 
knowledge to use and form unlikely friendships to survive. With 
Pi being raised Hindu while studying Christianity and finally Islam, 
the book acts as a commentary on different religions and faiths. 
This coupled with the themes of self-perception, the meaning 
of family, human and animal nature as well as the truth makes 
this the perfect summer read for everyone, touching on multiple 
prominent issues of our time.
Timi R., Class of 2020

McCallin, Luke  The Man from Berlin
The Man From Berlin is one the best and most human historical 

fiction novels I have ever read. It follows the story of Gregor Re-
inhardt, a military intelligence officer in the German Army in 1944. 
He serves in Yugoslavia. The book covers his thrilling investiga-
tion of the murder of a beautiful Serbian Actress. Mr. McCallin 
presents a brutally human view of a man struggling to cope with 
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his beliefs and how they interact with the world he has to live 
in. He takes the reader on very personal Journey with his main 
character, putting him through trials and tribulations that, if he 
survives, will reveal deep truths about Mr. Reinhardt. 
Jack L., Class of 2020

McCarthy, Cormac  No Country for Old Men
No Country For Old Men appears to be a classic American West-

ern. It opens up in the wild Southern Texas desert, just north of 
the Mexican border. While tracking down a wounded buck that 
he shot hunting, Llewelyn Moss, our stereotyped ranchman, 
stumbles upon the remnants of a drug bust. Shortly thereafter, 
he finds himself in possession of a briefcase filled with $2 mil-
lion. But hunter is now hunted by both sides of the narcotic traf-
fickers and a third party bounty hunter of sorts named Chigurh 
who will stop at nothing to reclaim his trophy. However, this is not 
your “classic American Western.” Through the eyes of the noble 
old-timer Sheriff Ed Tom Bell, we find how this thriller unravels. 
Filled cover to cover with twists and turns, no action is off limits, 
and no one is safe. 
Kohl T., Class of 2018

McGovern, Cammie  Say What You Will
Say What You Will is a twisted love story about two pariahs 

who create an everlasting relationship. After observing Amy 
from aside for more than ten years, Matthew is given a chance 
to know the mysterious, disabled genius hidden behind a com-
puter screen. This book focuses on the struggles between Amy, 
a handicap teenager, and Matthew, a harshly honest boy. Mat-
thew is a breath of fresh air for Amy, who is not used to hearing 
the truth. This book tells the story from the side of Amy, who has 
trouble speaking. The reader gets to experience the thoughts of 
someone whose mind moves a hundred miles an hour, while her 
mouth struggles to keep up. This eye-opening book brings light 
to topics we prefer to keep in the dark and it shows the truth and 
what it can do to a person. I recommend this book to anyone who 
is a sucker for an intriguing love story. 
Olivia C., Class of 2020

McMurtry, Larry  Lonesome Dove 
Lonesome Dove is my favorite book because of its nonstop 

action and suspense. It had me glued to the pages throughout 
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reading it, and even though its over 800 pages, it is not unpleas-
ant to read. The story follows a group of people from a small 
town in south Texas as they make the challenging journey to 
Montana in hopes of finding a better life. This book is very good 
if you want nonstop suspense and action in an old west environ-
ment. Overall, it’s a pretty poppin read.
Charles R., Class of 2018

McMurtry, Larry   Lonesome Dove
The captivating characters and plot in this Pulitzer Prize-winning 

fiction will steal you out of 2017 to the west in 1876. Lonesome 
Dove is the name of a small town were two old Texas Rangers, 
Gus McRae and Woodrow Call, run a cattle company. They de-
cide to take one last cattle drive into the untouched, wild west. I 
first read this book years ago, and still find myself thinking about 
Gus and Woodrow, and their unbelievable adventures. Traveling 
this summer? This book will make your travel time fly. Not going 
anywhere? Go with Gus and Woodrow on the journey of a lifetime.
Miya Dickman, Admission

Meloy, Malie  The Apothecary
The Apothecary is filled with adventure, magic, and a little ro-

mance, too. From the occasional illustration to the wonderful and 
detailed writing, this book is amazing. The book follows a young 
American girl who moves to Britain and is faced with an unexpect-
ed turn of events. A secretive apothecary, a book of magic, Rus-
sian spies, Atomic bombs, and a kidnapping all fuel this books ir-
resistible story. I would highly recommend this page-turner to any 
reader who likes a well developed plot, a suspenseful adventure, 
or simply the great, fun characters littered throughout the story. 
Jake W., Class of 2020

Mercier, Pascal  Night Train to Lisbon
Night Train to Lisbon is a thought-provoking novel about a Swiss 

professor, Gregorius, who runs away from his life of routine af-
ter discovering a book written by Prado, a Portuguese aristocrat 
living during Salazar’s dictatorship. While Gregorius seeks to 
uncover the life Prado led, he meets the people that allow him 
to live his own. The novel discusses a variety of things: religion, 
friendship, morality, love, death, family, the beauty of language 
and the urgency to live life as one desires. 
Morgan M., Class of 2020
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Mitchell, David   The Bone Clocks
I was immediately drawn in by the voice Mitchell creates for 

Holly Sykes, a sixteen year old runaway who finds herself caught 
up in a supernatural war between good and evil. Each subse-
quent section is told by a different character whose life intersects 
with Holly’s. I was impressed with Mitchell’s talent for psycholog-
ical insight, literary allusion, and genre-bending.
Eddie Young, English Department

Moriarty, Liane  Big Little Lies
Big Little Lies explores the complex and disturbing lives of 

seemingly typical housewives of Pirriwee. The book begins with 
a horrendous murder, but Liane Moriarty does not reveal who 
the deceased character is until the final chapters. Filled with 
suspense, humor, and twists and turns, this book captivates the 
reader from the beginning to the very end. 
Bella K., Class of 2019

Morpurgo, Micheal  War Horse
In the novel War Horse, Albert creates a strong bond with his 

beloved horse Joey. Due to family struggles with income, Al-
bert’s father sells Joey behind Albert back to the army in order to 
gain a little bit of profit. Albert is devastated as he never knows 
if he will see his horse again. The story then goes on to show 
the bravery of Joey throughout his time at war. Will Joey ever be 
returned to his rightful owner? Will he survive? You will have to 
read the exhilarating and inspiring novel to find out. I adored this 
novel and was on the tip of my seat each page through out the 
novel. I know you will love this book too!
Joseph C., Class of 2019

Morrison, Toni  Sula
The novel Sula by Toni Morrison is a thought-provoking novel 

that gets you thinking about the state of society. The novel dives 
into complex ideas about race, sex, gender, and ableism that 
challenge the status quo of the early 1900s. I really like how the 
book goes into ideas that are rather sensitive and attacks those 
ideas with a very strong and thoughtful opinions. I would highly 
recommend this book to anyone who wants to go beyond their 
comfort zone and learn about complex ideas that challenge the 
status quo.
Grant H., Class of 2019
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Moyes, Jojo  Me Before You
Me Before You is a touching and tragic story of a young girl 

named Louisa who volunteers to help a disabled man in order 
to help provide for her family. Will, the disabled man, is arrogant 
and bitter about his unfortunate fate. By chance, Louisa encoun-
ters Will’s disturbing plans for his future, and she dedicates the 
next six months to trying to change his mind. This book was a 
tear jerker, and it’s a nice easy read that I would definitely rec-
ommend.
Ashley C., Class of 2018

Moyes, Jojo  One Plus One
One Plus One is one of the most heartwarming and realistic 

books I have read in a long time. The book is told through four 
different perspectives: Jess, a single mother who is struggling to 
make ends meet, Ed, a millionaire who is accused of insider trad-
ing and may lose his job, Nicky, a severely bullied boy that Jess 
has taken in, and Tanzie, Jess’s genius ten year-old daughter. 
Tanzie recently got the opportunity to compete in a Math Olym-
piad for prize money—enough to pay her school’s tuition—and 
Jess jumps on the opportunity to turn their luck around. In a bi-
zarre turn of events, Jess and Ed cross paths on their way to the 
Olympiad. Moyes is able to tie together a brilliant story that is 
both funny and sad, with incredibly well-developed characters, 
and is one that I would recommend over and over again.
Caden Z., Class of 2018

Munroe, Randall   What If?
This book is absolutely hilarious. This book, written by a internet 

cartoonist and former employee of Nasa, is a series of hypothet-
ical questions/ situations that he applies real life science to. The 
results are horrifying, disastrous, apocalyptic, and absurd.
Sloan W., Class of 2020

Munroe, Randall   Thing Explainer
If you aren’t really into mainstream styles of reading or just 

want something both amusing and interesting, this is the book 
for you. It takes incredibly complex ideas but only uses the 1000 
most used words to explain these. If you are curious how a large 
hadron collider, known as the big tiny thing hitter, but don’t want 
to go through an explanation looking up every word, you should 
put this book on your reading list. It is not designed like a normal 



41

book; it is more picture based, so it is not likely to be monotonous 
and can be picked up and put down at any time. 
Ian R., Class of 2019

Murakami, Haruki  Kafka on the Shore
This book is a mysterious fantasy—or a fantastical mystery—

about, at its most basic level, a teenage boy on the run. Reading 
this novel is like entering a waking dream, but one that’ll creep you 
out while making you want to keep reading it at the same time.
Eric Dawson, World Languages Department

Murray, Liz  Breaking Night
Talk about rags to riches...this memoir chronicles how Liz Murray, 

the daughter of two loving but drug-addicted parents, became 
homeless after her mother dies of AIDS. While living on the streets, 
Liz completed high school and won a New York Times scholarship, 
later graduating from Harvard University. Stunning details: When 
Liz’s parents blew their welfare checks on cocaine, she and her 
sister ate Chapstick and toothpaste. Liz’s resilience is astonishing.
Loni DesJardin, English Departmen

Nelson, Jandy  I’ll Give You the Sun
Jandy Nelson presents a compelling and captivating story 

through I’ll Give You the Sun that I’d highly recommend. The story 
takes you through the lenses of two twins, Jude and Noah, who, 
though once best friends, begin to drift apart as they become 
teenagers. Both of them keep their feelings of competitiveness 
with one another a secret while outside embracing the strong sib-
ling rivalry. The many events that happen stir up a mysterious sto-
ryline that will leave you on the edge of your seat the whole time. 
This novel will ultimately remind you of the harshness of growing 
up while never ceasing to stress the importance of family.
Emily H., Class of 2020

Nelson, Jandy  I’ll Give You the Sun
I enjoyed this book’s creative approach to telling a coming of 

age story about art, first loves, and grief.
Eddie Young, English Department

Niven, Jennifer  Holding Up the Universe
Holding Up the Universe is a story about a young girl, Libby, 

who was dubbed “America’s Fastest Teen” when she was just 
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thirteen. When she finally comes back to school, she’s entering 
Junior year of High School. People are unkind and only see her 
as her label. Jack, the most popular boy in school, is hiding a se-
cret that no one knows but Libby. The two struggling teens form 
a bond above love; they need each other to survive the terror of 
high school. This book will make you laugh and cry at the same 
time. It completely captures the idea of feeling mislabeled and 
misunderstood in a world of people trying to figure out life. The 
commentary on bullying and body image make the story one 
that will speak to any teenager or adult.
Ella N., Class of 2019

Niven, Jennifer  Holding Up the Universe
Holding up the Universe is an awe inspiring peace of literature. 

It resembles the balance between the different interactions be-
tween teenagers in their tough years. Libby Strout was named 
“America’s Fattest Teen.” With a label like that, it is hard to walk 
through the days of school and in public with total confidence. 
Not only this label, but Libby Strout has to overcome the hard-
ships from her mother’s death. On the other side of the spectrum, 
there is Jake Masselin. However, Jake and Libby have something 
in common: they both struggle to fit in. When Libby Strout meets 
Jake Masselin, both of their lives turn upside down for the bet-
ter. Jennifer Niven ingeniously connects the struggles between 
these two main characters and twists it into an ultimate love sto-
ry. I recommend this book to anyone who wants an adventurous 
story with a vast amount of exhilarating character personalities.
Charlotte H., Class of 2020

Noah, Trevor  Born a Crime: Stories 
 from a South African Childhood

Born A Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood is an amaz-
ing book that had me holding onto every word. It gives the unique 
perspective of being mixed- race during apartheid, and his jour-
ney to being who he is today. He gives his personal accounts of 
his abusive stepfather, high school, and going to three churches 
every Sunday. There aren’t any gruesome scenes, yet it still had 
me on the edge of my seat. For anyone who wants to laugh and 
cry, this is the book for you.
Cassidy M., Class of 2020
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Nuts, Amy Ellis  Becoming Nicole: The Transformation 
 of an American Family

This is the fascinating, true story chronicling a family with a child 
who transitions from a male to a female. You’ll not only get drawn 
into the dramatic journey of the family through their emotional 
and legal challenges, but this is also a highly educational book 
for anyone looking to learn more about trans and gender-non-
conforming people.
Jon Fortmiller, Arts Department

O’Brien, Caragh  The Vault of Dreamers
Vault of Dreamers, by Caragh O’Brien, is a thrilling fast-paced 

novel perfect for a quick enticing read. The novel follows the life 
of a film student named Rosie Sinclair and her Journey at the 
prestigious Forge school. The Forge school is not only the most 
respected art school in the country, it is also the top ranked real-
ity show on television. Every minute of the students lives at forge 
is broadcasted live to the wide range of viewers. This is meant to 
create publicity for the school and highlight the best young art 
talent. In order to reach full creative capacity, the students enter 
a 12-hour induced sleep each night. Rosie skips her sleeping pill 
and finds that the Forge school is hiding something. This book 
transported me into the shoes of Rosie Sinclair as she uncovers 
the mystery of the Forge school. I would highly recommend this 
book to anyone who is looking for a mysterious, thrilling, fast-
paced, page-turner! 
Eleanor G., Class of 2020

Oliver, Lauren  Before I Fall
Before I Fall is one of my favorite books. It is interesting and 

never gets dull or boring. It is about a teenage girl who has to re-
live the day she dies over and over, while trying to change what 
happens. I would highly recommend this book.
Adelaide Y., Class of 2020

Orwell, George  1984
This book is one that makes you question the world around 

you. Written by Orwell in the 1940s, this story is set in the “future” 
of the 1980s. While written nearly 80 years ago, Orwell is able to 
create a world that is eerily possible today. The story is focused 
on a man, Winston, who questions his dictatorial and corrupt 
government unlike any of the people around him. Orwell’s writ-
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ing style is fast paced and colorful, making a fun read. It may not 
be the most fantastical or magical book, but it definitely brings up 
some fun and interesting thoughts. Highly recommended.
Ben T., Class of 2017

Orwell, George  1984
1984 is about three warring states with totalitarianism qualities. 

The book follows a character who is part of a minority political 
party. In the search to find the truth, he accidentally becomes a 
rebel. The book is a forewarning to the power of totalitarianism 
and should be read. 
Quinn V., Class of 2018

Orwell, George  Animal Farm
Animal Farm is not only a commentary on the cycle of Com-

munism but also an explanation of the hostile nature of Stalin-
ism. The characters of Animal Farm are animals that represent 
real world people, and they fight for their freedom against the 
oppressive humans. The story acts out the events of the Russian 
Revolution on to the rule of Stalin and Communism. Animal Farm 
explains the complexity of differing views on Communism with 
simplicity. If you are a fan of history and politics, I highly recom-
mend this book to you. 
Jackson C., Class of 2019

Orwell, George  Animal Farm
Animal Farm is a classic book written by George Orwell, a clas-

sic author. It is about two pigs Snowball and Napolean. At an 
early age they decide to take over the farm they live on. Then a 
struggle for power emerges between these two pigs. Find out 
who wins and more in Animal Farm by George Orwell.
Ben S., Class of 2019

Palacio, R.J.  Wonder
This novel tells the story of a young boy who grew up with many 

physical defects. It is inspiring to see how he breaks through his 
flaws and becomes very successful amongst his peers. 
Sam N., Class of 2019

Passarello, Elena  Animals Strike Curious Poses
This unique collection contains a series of short vignettes 

featuring a single animal and it’s human impact or interaction. 
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Ranging from ancient times to modern day, Passarello creative-
ly plays with language and style, facts and inferences, which 
inspire the reader to ponder our inextricable link to the animal 
world. 
Amy Pelman, IIT

Paulsen, Gary  Hatchet
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen is by far my favorite book. Brian Roben-

son, a thirteen year old boy of divorced parents, was on a plane 
flight that was cut short due to an incident with the pilot. Brian 
crash-landed on a deserted island in the middle of nowhere; he 
is the only survivor of the crash. He now has to survive through 
the hardships of the wilderness and loneliness with nothing but a 
hatchet. The author is able to print a clear image of every scene 
throughout the novel and clearly describes the challenges Brian 
is facing. This book is a fairly light read, but nevertheless, is abso-
lutely worth reading.
Mckay L., Class of 2020

Pfeffer, Susan Beth  Life as We Knew It
Life As We Knew It is an intriguing apocalyptic suspense story 

that merges a science fiction disaster with the end of the world. 
Sixteen-year-old Miranda Evans, her family, and the world are 
shocked when the moon becomes larger as it approaches our 
earth. They are trapped in a new environment with disastrous 
phenomenons occurring while also trying to move on with their 
everyday lives. The journal style writing from Miranda’s point of 
view gives the reader insight of thoughts and feelings of a teen 
always trying to find happiness. But as resources run out, Miran-
da and her family are struck by the realization that they may nev-
er go back to their normal lives. I would recommend this book 
to those who want to think about what would happen if our lives 
were to change completely.
Matthew G., Class of 2020

Philpott, William  Vacationland
From the 10th Mountain Division’s work to turn the mountains 

into world-class ski resorts, to the political maneuvering that 
helped build I-70 and the dam projects that bring drinkable wa-
ter to Denver, William Philpott’s Vacationland helps to under-
stand our space a bit better. Whether you are a ‘weekend warrior’ 
or want to understand where the ‘myth’ of 300 days of sunshine 
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comes from, this book will give you a much better understanding 
of what it means to be a Coloradan.
Wes Ballantyne, History Department

Picoult, Jodi  Small Great Things
Jodi Picoult did a fantastic job of helping white people under-

stand white privilege so they can see how the scales of justice 
are tipped. I enjoyed the writing style and how it was told from 
multiple perspectives. There were some really uncomfortable 
sections, but it was a fascinating examination of race and in-
equality. It was also pretty suspenseful. I think everyone needs 
to read this book!
Wendy Miscall, Sixth-Grade Faculty

Pope, Denise  Doing School
Doing School by Denise Pope is an intriguing look into the lives 

of five Faircrest high schoolers on each of their pursuits of high 
grades and success. It shows how different students are just 
“doing school” and how they are not always thoroughly learning 
from their education. Kevin, Eve, Teresa, Michelle, and Roberto 
all go about achieving their high accomplishments in different 
ways. For some of the students, they see “working the system” 
as their route while other students want to work for their grades 
and keep curiosity alive. Each student comes from a different 
background, and it is interesting to see how their parents and 
their surroundings affect their performance in school. Doing 
School is a great book, and it shows the reader, “how we are 
creating a generation of stressed out, materialistic, and mised-
ucated students.”
Lydia H., Class of 2018

Pratchett, Terry  Good Omens
Good Omens retells the story of Revelation in a light-hearted 

satirical way that keeps readers engaged. It has a surprisingly 
lovable cast of characters, ranging from a fallen angel in love 
with the modern age to the last descendant of a long-dead 
prophet and beyond. Gaiman and Pratchett never fail to evoke 
laughter, and the book is certainly a worthwhile read merely for 
the personality that is imbued even into minor characters and 
places. If anyone’s looking for some good laughs intermixed with 
the impending destruction of the world, this is the book for you.
Mira S., Class of 2019
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Quick, Matthew  Boy 21
Boy 21 is about a teenage boy named Finley. For Finley, bas-

ketball is his escape from reality. Finley grows up in an extremely 
poor neighborhood, filled with gang activity. Finley meets a girl 
whom he really likes, and he learns to balance his basketball, 
family life, and girlfriend all together. This is a great book that will 
inspire the reader to be appreciative for what they have. 
Layton P., Class of 2020

Rand, Ayn  The Fountainhead
The Fountainhead is an intriguing story about the necessity of 

staying true to oneself. While there are many characters in this 
book, the most remarkable one, in my opinion, is Howard Roark. 
He is an extremely talented architect who is years ahead of his 
time and is very unappreciated and ridiculed by the architectural 
community. Contrasting Roark is a man named Peter Keating, a 
schoolmate of Roark’s, who wants nothing more than to please 
his audience with conforming work. This story takes place over 
multiple years, allowing for the reader to stay engaged and in-
terested throughout as well as getting very attached to the ma-
jority of the characters. This is my favorite book because of the 
intricate ways that Ayn Rand connects the characters to one an-
other as well as how she brings them to the reader. She is able 
to capture the reader in their mixed emotions for each character; 
sometimes they could not be better and other times they can be 
incredibly frustrating. The Fountainhead is certainly a must-read.
Jacobo A., Class of 2020

Redwine, C.J.  The Shadow Queen
This book put a spin on the classic fairy tale Snow White. I really 

enjoyed it. There was a lot of creativity and imaginative thinking 
going into it, and it was really well done. It had some action, some 
heartbreak, and some romance in one book. It is a great summer 
read for someone looking for a fun, quick read. 
Sadie M., Class of 2018

Riggs, Ransom  Miss Peregrine’s Home 
 for Peculiar Children

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children is a very interesting 
story about a group of children with some very strange powers. 
The main character Jacob’s world is turned upside down when 
his grandfather is killed by a mysterious man with cloudy eyes. 
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He gets pulled into a life of peculiarity when he goes out to a 
tiny island off the coast of Great Britain. He finds a time loop con-
trolled by a woman who can turn into a bird, Miss Peregrine. He 
then meets the rest of the children who live there who all have 
their own peculiar abilities. He soon becomes entangled in the 
struggle between good and evil to save his new friends. This is 
an exciting book with many twists and turns. The story is very 
interesting with many new details connecting characters to other 
parts of the story. This would be a good book for someone look-
ing for an exciting plot line with many well developed characters. 
This would be a great book for someone just wanting to read to 
pass time as it is not too challenging, but it still makes you think.
Max H., Class of 2020

Ritter, William   Jackaby
Jackaby is a mystery novel that follows Abigail Rook, a wom-

an new to New Fiddleham, New England, and in dire need of a 
job. She meets R.F. Jackaby, a private investigator of supernatural 
happenings. She quickly gets sucked into the world of private 
investigating, becoming Jackaby’s assistant after a murder that 
calls for his special expertise. A mix between Sherlock and su-
pernatural beings, this novel is perfect for anyone looking for a 
mystery novel that’s a quick read.
Kate B., Class of 2019

Roe, Robin  A List of Cages
This book follows a high school senior named Adam who acts 

as a teacher’s aid to his school psychologist. While working, he 
encounters his former foster brother, a struggling freshman 
named Julian. As Adam and Julian reconnect, Adam realizes Ju-
lian is harboring a terrible secret. A heartbreaking depiction of 
domestic abuse, this novel is equal parts tragic and inspiring. I 
recommend this book to anyone looking YA fiction with a twist.
Maya M., Class of 2019

Roehrig, Caleb  Last Seen Leaving
Last Seen Leaving is a gripping and exciting novel about the 

main character Flynn on the journey of discovering what hap-
pened to his missing ex-girlfreind and also the journey of discov-
ering himself and who he wants to be. I really enjoyed the plot of 
the story, and the writing style makes it unique and more inter-
esting to read. Along with that, the characters are easy to relate 
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to, and as a reader, you are able to see the emotions of Flynn and 
his process of realizing who he really is. I highly recommend this 
story to anyone who is interested in an exciting and emotional 
story with well-developed characters and a well-written plot. 
Avery M., Class of 2020

Roth, Veronica  Divergent
Divergent by Veronica Roth tells the story of a young girl named 

Tris who lives in a futuristic world where they are forced to leave 
their families at adulthood to choose one of five factions: Daunt-
less, Abnegation, Candor, Erudite, or Amity. This new family is 
chosen for each individual through an aptitude test, where they 
learn their most predominant trait and join the respective fac-
tion. For Tris, however, the process is not so simple. She must 
fight against the nation’s leaders to protect herself and her loved 
ones, and to break the constraints of society. I recommend this 
novel to a reader seeking a creative, adventurous, and captivat-
ing story.
Reagen H., Class of 2019

Rothfuss, Patrick  The Name of the Wind
The Name of The Wind by Patrick Rothfuss is an extremely com-

pelling fantasy adventure novel grabbing you from the start. Its 
descriptions and story paints a whole new world of thought and 
literature very few have seen before. Its story involves all parts of 
an amazing novel including action, adventure, romance, and dra-
ma. The Novel follows Kvothe, leading back and forth between is 
current life and what he once was. It has some harsh scenes, but 
it is worth the read.
Chris C., Class of 2017

Rothfuss, Patrick  The Name of the Wind
The Name of the Wind is the very definition of well-written fiction. 

Following the lengthy journey of an young boy named Kvothe, 
it details his quest for truth in the pursuit of power. Though the 
story features action sequences, it focuses on constructing the 
world and developing the personal relations between its charac-
ters. Rothfuss’ ability to tell a story that pivots not on cheap plot 
devices, but rather on the connections that Kvothe makes and 
the effects they have lends to an incredible reading experience. I 
would recommend this book without any reservations.
Tyler W., Class of 2018
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Rowel, Rainbow  Eleanor and Park
Eleanor and Park is the type of book that, no matter how many 

times you read it, it will always make you cry at the end. The book 
follows the romance and friendship of two lost souls, Eleanor 
and Park. This book captures the bravery to find love and the 
struggles of high school. You will fall in love with these two and 
this book. 
Sydney G., Class of 2018

Rowling, J.K.  Harry Potter
I really liked the Harry Potter series because each was very 

mysterious and it sort of made me believe in magic. As a young 
boy, the idea of a mysterious school full of wizards enthralled me 
because I always thought I was a little different because I had a 
strong belief in supernatural powers. Reading the entire series 
was always a page turner, and I highly recommend it to anyone 
who enjoys science fiction.
Benan E., Class of 2018

Rowling, J.K.  Harry Potter
The Harry Potter series is one I would recommend with all of 

my heart. I really was captivated by the possibility of their being 
a wizard world. All I wanted to do was find the real Hogwarts, and 
I actually believe that it was true. JK Rowling is spectacular be-
cause she made me believe that I was a wizard. 
Oliver J., Class of 2018

Rowling, J.K. and Jack Thorne  Harry Potter 
 and the Cursed Child

Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, by J.K. Rowling and Jack 
Thorne, is the eighth story in the Harry Potter series. Consisting 
of four acts in a two-part play, the Cursed Child displays how Har-
ry adapts to his newly found parenting troubles. As the already 
fragile relationship between Harry and his son, Albus Severus 
Potter, is strained under the pressures of Hogwarts, Albus dis-
covers himself fighting to step out of his father’s shadow, cast 
by Harry’s triumphs at Hogwarts. The play follows the characters 
along a path from teenagers to middle-aged adults. And most 
importantly, the Cursed Child does not seek to rewrite any of the 
relationships J.K. Rowling established and was an alluring and 
fanciful read.
Mika F., Class of 2020
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Saslow, Eli  10 Letters:The Stories 
 Americans Tell Their President

This book gives a glimpse of ten Americans and their strug-
gle depicted in a detailed letter to President Obama. Obama re-
ceived thousands of letters a day, and chose to respond to 10 of 
them. The story follows the families and Obama, offering a new 
perspective on his presidency and the American people.
Mo P., Class of 2017

Satrapi, Marjane  Persepolis
Persepolis is a graphic autobiography highlighting the author’s 

childhood in Iran during the Iranian Revolution. This particular 
graphic novel opened my eyes to the events of the Iranian Revo-
lution and history of some of my closest friends. Through classes 
such as Revolutions and Conflict and clubs such as Model UN, I 
have found myself interested in learning more about the nuanc-
es of international affairs. This easy-to-read story offers a new 
perspective into such an important historic event and I highly 
recommend it!
Shreyas G., Class of 2017

Schwab, V.E.  Vicious
Beautifully suspenseful, this was one of the first books I’ve read 

in a while that I couldn’t predict what would happen next. With 
a protagonist that has more violent tendencies than any other 
character, an antagonist with a commitment to his religion, and a 
little girl with an incredible power, there is substance behind mo-
tives, and the book leaves the reader questioning who is really a 
hero. Mortality, morality, and the difference between good and 
evil are constantly challenged. Beware, this is a dark novel, but 
for anyone with a vengeance and a thirst for a thrill, V.E. Schwab 
never fails to impress. 
Jessica M., Class of 2017

Schwab, V.E.  A Darker Shade of Magic
This book is fantastic for anyone wanting a fantasy book that 

serves as a window into another world. It creates wonderful im-
agery of both the characters’ thoughts, and of the world itself. 
The book is fast-paced while still having time for character de-
velopment and lighter moments. Any fan of fantasy should get 
their hands on a copy of this book.
Jennifer W., Class of 2019
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Scott, Michael  The Alchemist
I liked this book because it is always kept me interested. It was 

hard to put down every night. It is about two kids that meet an 
alchemist and need to save the world from a race that wants to 
take it over. It is a full series with 6 books. It is very interesting. I 
would really recommend this!
James C., Class of 2019

Sepetys, Ruta   Salt to the Sea
Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys (author of Between Shades of 

Gray) is unequivocally the best historical fiction novel that I have 
ever read. It serves as an account of the devastating sinking 
of the Wilhelm Gustloff, a German ship which drowned nearly 
10,000 innocent civilians (greater than six times more than the ti-
tanic), as well as the refuge that four teenagers tried desperately 
to find on board. Each of the characters is richly developed by 
Sepetys. The tension and suspense are palpable, and the ending 
of the book is both satisfying and heartbreaking. I would recom-
mend this book to anyone who isn’t a big historical fiction fan 
(this book is nothing like reading a textbook) and who has a solid 
twenty-four hour time period during which to read it, as anyone 
who begins it will not want to stop until she has read from cover 
to cover. 
Olivia C., Class of 2020

Shannon, Samantha  The Bone Season
The Bone Season is a fantastic book that delves into a dystopi-

an world full of clairvoyance. The book follows a 19 year-old girl 
who is being hunted by the government, and must take action 
before they capture her.The book is fast-paced and leaves you 
on the edge of your seat. There are a lot of action packed scenes, 
and all the characters are well written with in-depth backstories 
and motives. The scenes are wonderfully written with beautiful 
imagery and dialogue. The world building is fantastic as well! I 
strongly recommend reading this book! 
Emily S., Class of 2019

Shelley, Mary   Frankenstein
Frankenstein questions human interactions and morals by cre-

ating a predicament in which Victor Frankenstein has to decide 
the relationship with the creation. You will have a hard time iden-
tifying with a character in the novel which will leave you unde-
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cided on the situation until the very last page. The novel leaves 
you thinking what was the right thing to do. I would highly recom-
mend this for anyone who wants to dig into a book and not put it 
down until the very last page.
Andrew G., Class of 2019

Shelley, Mary   Frankenstein
Frankenstein is a captivating, heart-wrenching book about sci-

entific discovery, love, loss, and human nature. This classic fol-
lows the journey of three people. Captain Walton, who rescues 
Victor Frankenstein, is desperate for a friend like Frankenstein. 
Frankenstein tells Walton his story about creating “the creature” 
and trying to protect his loved ones. Eventually, Frankenstein 
listens to the creature’s story of betrayal and loneliness. Each 
character is extremely complex and the reader learns about their 
many beliefs, dreams, and fears. You go on an emotional coast-
er, constantly twisting and turning in directions you never would 
have thought possible, especially if you don’t know the actual 
story of Frankenstein. I recommend this novel for someone who 
wants to dive into the depths of old age writing, or someone who 
wants to expect the unexpected.
Bella S., Class of 2019

Shepard, Sara   The Perfectionists
This is a great book for anyone that likes a mystery. The reader 

is told a story of high school girls that are trying to find the real 
reason Nolan Hotchkiss, a boy in their grade, died. These 5 girls 
become close through solving the case of Nolan. This book will 
make you excited to flip each page and finally find out who is re-
sponsible for Nolan Hotchkiss’ death. I would recommend this to 
anyone who like suspense, drama, and excitement. 
Lauren T., Class of 2020

Silverstein, Shel  The Giving Tree
The Giving Tree, by Shel Silverstein is a contemporary mas-

terpiece. Silverstein is able to teach kids important life lessons, 
while also creating an epic journey of the life of a young man. 
The book follows a young man through his life, and describes 
how he takes advantage of the Giving Tree. He ravages the tree 
who used to be his friend. The story is able to teach life lessons 
of both conservation and friendship. 
Stephen K., Class of 2018



54

Stanton, Brandon  Humans of New York
Humans of New York is a mature approach to a children’s pic-

ture book with stories of real humans. Each page features sev-
eral images of the hundreds of thousands of the humans who 
inhabit the flourishing and culturally diverse Manhattan and a 
short story about a highlight or hardship in their individual life. 
The stories are the most genuine and real stories that anyone 
can find in writing, and the uncensored, unfiltered text teaches 
the reader that life is beautiful, yet difficult and unapologetic. I 
would recommend Humans of New York to anyone looking for a 
book that you can pull up any page and read an interesting and 
meaningful story with a beautiful photo to accompany it.
Tate S., Class of 2019

Stein, Garth   The Art of Racing in the Rain
The Art of Racing in the Rain is entertaining and it keeps you on 

your toes until the very end. It is told from the point of view of 
Enzo, a dog devoted to his owner, Denny. The perspective of a 
dog is different but it gives us human readers a better look at our 
lives and how others see our lives. Denny is a race car driver and 
the book takes us through his struggle of balancing racing and 
his family. The writing is entertaining and funny and the book will 
have you laughing and crying until the end. It’s heart-wrenching, 
but hilarious and different from anything else that I have read. I 
would highly recommend it! 
Chloe R., Class of 2018

Steinbeck, John  East of Eden
East of Eden is a fantastically written book--filled with imagery 

and tension, it spans the three generations of two families who 
follow in the footsteps of the Book of Genesis. The struggles of 
Adam and Eve and the conflict of Cain and Abel are all present in 
Steinbeck’s masterpiece, but the best part of this novel is not its 
epic proportion, but rather, the attention to each simple detail of 
the characters in the work. Each one is both well developed and 
contributes to the story in a unique way. The book is a spectacu-
lar work full of eloquence and symbolism, and I recommend it to 
anyone who enjoys an intellectual yet still thrilling read.
Will H., Class of 2020
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Stephenson, Neil  Snow Crash
Snow Crash is Neil Stephenson at his best and most approach-

able. His world-building is incredible, mixing remarkable tech-
nological predictions with humor, hope, and humanity. If you are 
looking for a more modern take on the near future, look no fur-
ther than Snow Crash.
Alex Clement, IIT

Stiefvater, Maggie  The Raven Boys
The first in a series, The Raven Boys is an intriguing tale that 

blends romance, fantasy, and science fiction in a strangely real-
istic way. The story centers around a group of four private school 
boys: Gansey, future politician and golden boy on the hunt for 
a dead king; Ronan, wild, unpredictable, and dangerous with a 
secret talent; Adam, the scholarship kid who knows what life can 
really be like; and Noah, their pale, smudgy friend who observes 
everything and says little. Blue Sargent, daughter of the local 
psychic, has made it her goal to stay away from these so-called 
“Raven Boys,” resenting their attitudes and wealth. She’s been 
told that she will kill her true love for as long as she remembers. 
She never thought this would be a problem. But now, as her life 
becomes caught up in the strange and sinister world of the Ra-
ven Boys, she’s not so sure anymore.
Katie Hurley, English Department

Stockett, Kathryn  The Help
The Help is an incredible historical fiction book filled with char-

acters who are both relatable and complex. Each time I reread the 
book it gets more intriguing. The story revolves around the 1950’s 
culture in the South involving African Americans working as maids 
in rich, White southerner’s homes. The story follows the maids as 
they work in their jobs raising children and keeping households 
running, and their encounter with a journalist, Eugenia “Skeeter” 
Philan. The book eloquently depicts the journey that these women 
go on as they reveal the horrors that they endure in the workplace, 
and their victory of finally having their voices heard.
Sofia A., Class of 2017

Stockett, Kathryn  The Help
The Help is an inspirational book for any type of audience. The 

book takes place during the civil rights era in Jackson, Mississip-
pi. It is written from the perspective of three main people includ-
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ing Eugenia Phelan, Minny Jackson, an Aibileen Clark. The book is 
about the tough times that African-American help go through and 
their point of view on the white families that they work for. No part 
of this novel was boring or tiring because of the interesting content 
and stories. This was a very unique book that I enjoyed very much 
and would recommend to anyone.
Courtney H., Class of 2020

Stoker, Bram  Dracula
Dracula by Bram Stoker lays its foundation as an original horror 

novel. As the reader, I felt compelled to read more pages as the 
story progressed. It might seem tedious due to the length of the 
book, but the ending of the story will surprise any reader. The 
novel guides the reader through multiple characters’ viewpoints. 
It is a combination of romance and gothic horror which Stoker 
presents in a more interesting fashion than any other novel I have 
ever read. The characters and the setting all have a purpose that 
contributes to the theme of the story. Although the novel isn’t a 
history textbook, the story provides the reader with a multitude 
of new facts and ideas. I recommend this book to anyone who is 
seeking for an original horror story. 
Andrew P., Class of 2019

Sunseri, Heather  Mindspeak
A good YA book that delves into the world of science fiction. 

Students are selected to go to a specific boarding school be-
cause of their abilities, but not all of them are aware of these abil-
ities. As some students work to untangle these secrets, the idea 
of human life and its value is brought to the forefront. This is an 
intriguing book for anyone who enjoys delving into the intricacies 
of a true ethical dilemma.
Marti Champion, English Department

Talley, Robin   The Lies We Tell Ourselves
The Lies We Tell Ourselves is an intense realistic fiction book that 

I would not recommend for those who are easily set off by racism 
and homophobia. Set in Virginia in the late 50s, the story follows 
the senior year of two girls in a newly integrated high school. The 
book is written in such a way that the reader feels present in the 
moment—quite literally there in the 1950s—with the two main 
characters as they push the boundaries of race and sexuality 
from that time. The reader is forced to consider what of these 
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issues still affect our world today. I finished it in a matter of days- I 
physically couldn’t put it down!
Chloe H., Class of 2019

Taylor, Billy  Just Friends
August and Ethan have been best friends since they were sev-

en and had never seen each other as more than that. 12 years 
later, after fame, magic, and a tragic accident, August starts to 
see Ethan as more than that. Ethan becomes famous and gets 
involves with a beautiful actress, and August become jealous of 
their relationship, knowing that he is the love of her life. This roller 
coaster of emotions has you thinking about all the possibilities of 
what could happen between August and Ethan, and makes you 
believe in love.
Nicole T., Class of 2019

Thilliez, Frank  Syndrome E
Syndrome E is the best page-turner I have read in years. I high-

ly recommend this book to anyone who likes crime thrillers or 
mysteries. The book follows two cops, one of whom has Schizo-
phrenia, as they investigate the murders of five men found dead 
underground, along with a film from the 1950s that suggests the 
film’s director went to unnecessary lengths to create horrifying 
“special effects”. Somehow, the murders and the film, though 
over 50 years apart, are connected, and the two cops need to 
work quickly, as each person who helps decipher the film is put 
in grave danger. This is the perfect book to bring on vacation or 
simply to pick up during free time.
Lily D., Class of 2018

Thomas, Angie  The Hate You Give
This is a relevant novel that focuses on the tragic death of a 

young African American man at the hands of a white police of-
ficer. While this may not be a biographical tale, it sheds the light 
of truth on the heart of the matter. The narrator is a feisty young 
African American woman who lives between two worlds - that of 
her neighborhood, Garden Heights, and that of the private school 
she attends 45 minutes away from home. While she tries to keep 
them separated, they collide in an unexpected way. I highly rec-
ommend The Hate You Give to anyone who has been following 
national headlines.
Marti Champion, English Department
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Tolkien, J.R.R.  The Lord of the Rings Series 
Lord of the Rings is a wonderful trilogy, and never gets old. The 

trilogy is truly phenomenal as J.R.R. Tolkien brings to life his ex-
pansive universe and characters with eloquent writing. There’s 
hardly ever a dull scene, as all the characters are complex and 
interesting, and action is always there. There is a bit of gore, but 
it’s not excessive and adds to the plot. This book is excellent, and 
despite the daunting amount of pages, is definitely worthwhile.
Jackson W., Class of 2018

Thorpe, Helen  Just Like Us
Just Like Us caught my attention because it is written by the 

wife of Denver’s Governor, John Hickenlooper. It takes place 
in the Denver area and is a very relevant real life account of a 
still-relevant topic. Just Like Us tells the story of four high school 
students whose parents entered this country illegally from Mex-
ico. We meet the girls on the eve of their senior prom in Denver, 
Colorado. All four of the girls have grown up in the United States, 
and all four want to live the American dream, but only two have 
documents. As the girls attempt to make it into college, they 
discover that only the legal pair sees a clear path forward. Their 
friendships start to divide along lines of immigration status. It is 
a very powerful account of real life people in our own state and 
gives a different view than we might have in our own lives.
Denise Wylde, IIT

Transue, Emily  On Call: A Doctor’s Days 
 and Nights in Residency

On Call is a fascinating, captivating, and witty novel about the 
stories of patients that Dr. Transue encounters during her shifts as 
a doctor in internal medicine. The stories she shares are so real, 
and whether funny, sad, or just awkward, the book shows the real 
life of what a doctor has to go through every day. An amazing writ-
er, Dr. Transue explains in great detail the biggest decisions of her 
career and how she stays sane while working shifts. Some scenes 
are relatively intense, sad, and a little gruesome, but the lessons 
learned from the patients make it all the better. It’s impossible to 
start a chapter and not finish it immediately because the stories 
are so captivating. I’d recommend it to anyone interested in medi-
cine or just wondering what the life of a doctor is like.
Arden H., Class of 2020
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Trump, Donald  Trump: The Art of the Deal
To be fortunate enough to be dealt pocket aces is usually con-

sidered an act of God. So rare is the man has the stones to lay 
those aces on the table, quite literally showing his cards for all to 
see. The action is bold, risky, and perhaps a bit cocky, but its pow-
er is undeniable. Trump: The Art of the Deal is those very pocket 
aces, graciously given to an undeserving world. This autobiog-
raphy deconstructs the misconceptions about entrepreneurship 
and deal-making. This is the compelling account of a maverick 
who dared to question conventional thinking and achieved unbri-
dled success as a result. Just as lions are carnivores and beluga 
whales consume krill, Trump is an innovator. His nature is uncon-
ventional and unpredictable, but the payoff could be substantial. 
I recommend this memoir like I recommend one to breathe air. It 
is absolutely, unequivocally necessary.
Conrad Y., Class of 2018

Tuchman, Barbara  The Guns of August
Barbara Tuchman’s Pulitzer-winning classic, The Guns of Au-

gust, remains as absorbing today as it did upon debut in 1962. Her 
book recounts the first month of the First World War. She follows 
the armies of the Germans, desperate to take Paris and heady 
with early victory, the French, woefully unprepared, the British, 
skittish and unreliable in combat, and the Russians, the world’s 
largest and most antiquated army. Her characterizations are 
perceptive, and her account reads as a thriller. This book would 
appeal foremost to history and military buffs, but any discern-
ing reader would find that Tuchman’s writing transcends these 
fields. As she describes some of the most horrific combat of the 
twentieth century, she also explores the nature of how we make 
decisions, articulate principles, and hold ourselves accountable 
for failure.
Jonathan O., Class of 2017

Twain, Mark  The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
Huck Finn is a great historical fiction story that dives into the 

deeper meanings of racism. The book develops the relationship 
between a young white boy named Huck Finn and a slave named 
Jim. Huck sees Jim differently compared to the rest of society 
and decides to help Jim escape from slavery. The book analyzes 
the actions of society and looks to understand the deeper mean-
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ings of human interaction and society. Huckleberry Finn is a great 
book for people who enjoy reading analytically and and finding a 
deeper message. Twain does a great job of creating a connection 
between the reader and the characters in the story. For these rea-
sons Huckleberry Finn is a great book to read this summer.
Henry R., Class of 2019

Valiant, John  The Golden Spruce: 
 A True Story of Myth, Madness, and Greed

Did you know that there was even such a thing as a golden 
spruce? A gigantic tree, hundreds of years old, in the Canadian 
Northwest whose needles were the color of gold? I kid you not, it 
existed, and it was apparently revered by Native Canadians, the 
Haidan, as “Kiidk’yaas.” It was the only one of its kind, probably 
in the history of the planet. And it was cut down in January 1997 
as an act of protest against the logging industry. Vaillant’s book 
about the tree and so much more was given to me by my sister 
for my birthday. I started reading it out of desperation for a good 
bedtime book. This did the trick. Each night I look forward to my 
read. I must confess, I have not finished it, yet I am so taken with 
the story, I cannot help but to recommend it. Vaillant discuss-
es the unique natural history of the golden spruce and Canada’s 
northwestern coast, the rich Haidan community that was there, 
the challenges earlier explorers had, and the extraordinary histo-
ry of logging in North American. He also tells the peculiar story 
of Grant Hadwin, the expert logger who killed the tree in protest 
of the industry he grew up in and who mysteriously disappeared 
afterwards. 
Eric Chandler, Head of the Upper School

Verghese, Abraham  Cutting for Stone
Cutting For Stone is a novel that intertwines young life in Ethi-

opia with the mysteries of medicine. Verghese takes you from 
birth to old age of the main character, Marion Stone, and his twin 
brother. The book was so riveting, I was barely able to put it down 
and I found myself learning more and more about the compli-
cated field of medicine. I loved how the book depicted growing 
up in Ethiopia which was so foreign and yet so similar to growing 
up in America. Marion and his twin brother Shiva were informally 
adopted by Hema and Gosh, spouses and colleagues at Miss-
ing Hospital in Ethiopia. I found myself jealous of the characters 
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due to their exposure to medicine and their ability to help their 
parents with patient care as well as grateful that my childhood 
wasn’t so complicated. I truly recommend this book to anyone 
interested in medicine or just in need of an amazing book. 
Matthew K., Class of 2019

Verne, Jules  Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea
Although Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea is an old 

classic, it is still very entertaining to read today. The book follows 
the adventures of a professor, his servant, and a whaler as they 
are taken hostage aboard the mysterious Captain Nemo’s sub-
marine to explore the seas. The book is very exciting and is full of 
fantastical scenes and vivid imagery. If you are looking for a book 
that will fascinate you long after you put it down, this is the book 
for you.
Austin J., Class of 2020

Vincent, Lynn  Heaven is for Real
This book is very inspiring as it really gave me a new found ad-

miration, and appreciation for life. The writing was amazing, and 
the fact that it was a true story really amazed and touched me. I 
read this book in just a few days, could not put it down!!
Amanda S., Class of 2019

Vizzini, Ned  It’s Kind of a Funny Story 
It’s Kind of a Funny Story beautifully illustrates a teen’s battle 

with depression originating from the stress of a prestigious high 
school. This book depicts the main character’s experience in a 
mental ward, and his struggle with letting his friends help him. 
This book helps communicate the common problems people 
with depression have and how their friends can help. The book is 
written from the main character’s point of view and truly shows 
his experiences. I could relate to this book because it shows the 
pressures to have friends, get good grades, and get into a good 
college. Finally, this book is very entertaining and although it 
covers a timespan of five days, it never had a dull moment. 
Miles A., Class of 2020

Von Bremzen, Anya  Mastering the Art of Soviet Cooking
Mastering the Art of Soviet Cooking is a poignant memoir about 

the Bremzens and their family history. Each period in the Soviet 
Union’s history is characterized by dishes, each dish historically 
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significant. While the 1910s are characterized by the Czars’ ban-
quets filled with tables of Burbot liver, Guriev kasha, and kulebia-
ka, a pastry filled with fish, rice, and mushrooms, these extrav-
agances are quickly replaced by kotleti and simpler delicacies 
following the Soviet revolution in 1917. The 1960s, meanwhile, 
are described with cornbread, following Khrushchev’s crusade 
to push up grain and corn production. Using food, memoirs, and 
stories from her ancestors, Von Bremzen paints a history of the 
Soviet Union, one filled with food and longing.
Alex H., Class of 2018

Vonnegut, Kurt  Sirens of Titan
Vonnegut creates a futuristic world that, through the mutation 

of time, is able to create an interesting perspective on the typical 
story. The book utilizes powerful characters, extraterrestrial set-
tings and provides a fantastic story to connect them all together. 
Vonnegut does not fail to challenge the reader’s way of thinking 
and instead questions the very idea of reality. 
Teddy R., Class of 2017

Walls, Jeannette  The Glass Castle
Jeannette Walls truly exemplifies the notion of the American 

Dream through her heart wrenching memoir, The Glass Castle. 
Throughout the novel, she presents her earliest memories of 
her drunk father losing any money that he obtained from gam-
bling before he could put food in his three children’s stomachs. 
She also combines this with her mother’s bipolar moods, rang-
ing from painting and singing Hail Mary in the house to hanging 
out of the window while screaming at her husband. However, 
through Walls’ description of her childhood that seemed to set 
her up for a deplorable future, she treads in the trust that she had 
in her parents, and the innate resilience that came in handy when 
her family “skedaddled” in and out of small town America. 
Caroline O., Class of 2018

Walls, Jeannette  The Glass Castle
Jeanette Walls does a remarkable job of balancing tragedy 

with joy through her novel. This book is a true story of a young girl 
forced to cope with an abusive family who struggles with poverty 
and alcoholism. Although there are several sad scenes, Jeanette 
also intertwines many happy memories within her story, and she 
ultimately demonstrates important lessons and morals to readers. 
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Her writing is honest and excellent. Overall, it was a captivating 
and intriguing tale that was always exciting to read. I highly recom-
mend this book to anyone who is looking for an interesting story 
told from a very unique perspective.
Sarah A., Class of 2018

Wayne, Coffey  The Boys of Winter
For any hockey fan that knows about the “Miracle”, this is the 

book for you. It is all in the mindset of the assistant coach, Jim 
Craig. The way that he describes the actual feeling of going 
through the experience of all the hard work and winning is just 
so amazing. The boys on this team were so young and for them 
to go through this and beat the best team in the world is truly an 
amazing experience. For any hockey fan, or in general any sports 
fan, I totally recommend this book for you.
Spencer T., Class of 2020

Weir, Andy  The Martian
The Martian by Andy Weir is by far one of my favorite books that 

I have ever read. The book follows astronaut and botanist, Mark 
Watney, one of the first astronauts to visit Mars. After a dust storm 
hits his space crew, Mark is left stranded alone on the planet. As 
Mark attempts to return to Earth, Mr. Weir details Mark’s witty and 
ingenious innovations and thought process. The book continu-
ously kept me wanting to read more, and it’s an extremely hard 
book to put down. I recommend this book for anyone who enjoys 
an action-packed science fiction adventure.
Jude B., Class of 2020

Weisel, Elie  Night
Night by Elie Weisel is a true story about a young Jewish teen-

age boy who was sent to the concentration camps. This is a very 
intense read meant for mature audiences. It is extremely capti-
vating because its impossible to believe that this is true. Elie is 
with his father the entire time to keep him going. It is a captivating 
read that honors those who died in the Holocaust.
Alec R., Class of 2020

Yoon, Nicola  Everything, Everything
You will not be able to put down Everything, Everything. The 

fun illustrations and rhythmic pace of the story enthralls readers. 
The novel isn’t just a usual teen romance story, but rather is a 
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new adaptation of a coming of age story where two neighbors 
quickly become close companions. The book highlights the thrill 
and heartbreak that results from coming out of your shell in a 
lyrical fashion. I would recommend this book if you are looking 
for a fun, quick read that is completely unique.
Camryn C., Class of 2018

Yoon, Nicola  The Sun is also a Star
The Sun is Also a Star is a wonderful book to read on a rainy day. 

Two young adults meet in New York on a terrible day. One is trying 
to not be deported, and the other is running from the path his fam-
ily wants for him. Exploring the scientific results of falling in love at 
first sight, Natasha and Daniel learn about the city and themselves. 
In one day, the two teens learn to love one another’s faults and 
quirks and fall in love with life. This book was beautifully written 
and transported you to New York and the lives of young adults 
trying to find themselves in a crazy world of expectations. I recom-
mend this book for anyone who is lost in who they are.
Ella N., Class of 2019

Yourself, Mosab Hassan  Son of Hamas
Son of Hamas is written by a man named Mosab, the eldest son 

of one of Hamas’ founders who was recruited to be a spy for Is-
raeli intelligence. Mosab provides an incredibly unique view on the 
conflict as he empathizes with both sides. In reading his story, I 
gained historical context for events in the 80’s and 90’s and a bet-
ter understanding of the depths of this conflict. Even if you’re not 
typically into reading non-fiction, I HIGHLY recommend this book.
Raquel Sherman, Science Department

Yousafazi, Malala  I Am Malala
Growing up in the Swat Valley of Pakistan, Malala came from a 

country full of culture and tradition, including the importance of 
men. When the Taliban invaded her home, Malala was told she 
could no longer go to school. However, she refused to be silenced 
and not have the simple right to write and read. At just 15 years 
old, Malala was shot in the head while riding the bus home from 
school. Defying all odds, Malala miraculously recovered and just 
one year later she became the youngest-ever Nobel Peace Prize 
recipient. I am Malala is the story of global-terrorism and the fight 
for girls’ education and one that every young adult should read. 
Cordelia L., Class of 2018
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Zevin, Gabrielle  The Storied Life of A.J. Firky
This book was a great story with themes of love, loss, and hu-

mor in times of distress. It is entertaining from start to finish. It fol-
lows the story of A.J. Firky, a young-ish bookstore owner who has 
lost all hope and happiness in his life after his wife dies in a car 
accident. He finds a sense of meaning after a baby is left at his 
store and he decides to adopt her. It shows a great perspective 
on parenting, overcoming the past, and making a new life. 
Sophie C., Class of 2018

Zinsser, William  On Writing Well
Zinsser’s On Writing Well has changed my writing—for the bet-

ter. Zinsser, a longtime editor and teacher, masterfully details the 
mechanics of strong nonfiction writing in chapters such as “Writ-
ing About Yourself: The Memoir” and “Simplicity.” The first part of 
the book focuses on thematic elements, while the chapters of 
the latter half focus on specific genres, such as business, sports, 
and travel. Zinsser writes with uncommon grace and endearing 
humor. One of the most important lessons that the book taught 
me is the danger of using cliches. Happily, the book offers a myr-
iad of alternatives to the tired and trite. I endorse this book so 
highly that I plan to bring a copy to college with me.
Jonathan O., Class of 2017

Zusak, Markus  The Book Thief
The Book Thief, by Markus Zusak, is a story that follows the life 

of Liesel Meminger who is nine years old and just moved in with 
Hans and Rosa Hubermann. This book takes place in Germany, 
right before World War II, when the Nazi party was persecuting 
the Jewish community. This book is a great way to educate your-
self about Germany and the untold stories of pre World War II. 
Hans and Rosa Hubermann are hiding a young Jewish boy in 
their basement. The Book Thief describes the adventure of the 
family and the growing relationship between Liesel and the boy. I 
recommend reading this book if you enjoy connecting with char-
acters and losing track of time. I enjoyed this book and I hope 
you do too!!
Josh M., Class of 2019

Zusak, Markus  The Book Thief
It was historical but in a good way. It tells about one girl’s jour-

ney who is a German, but does not like Hitler. Its her journey 
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about hiding a jewish man in her basement and how she learns 
to accept others and those around her. 
Siena W., Class of 2020

Zusak, Markus  The Book Thief
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak is an amazing novel about the 

Holocaust in Germany. The story follows a young girl named Lie-
sel Meminger and her pursuit of knowledge via books. This book 
displays an accurate representation of the heartache and despair 
the Holocaust caused on not only the lives of the jewish people, 
but the germans who were required to follow the cruel law of the 
Nazis. This book becomes a little violent at points, but it is need-
ed in order to truly understand this period of time in Germany. I 
would strongly recommend this book to any person who wants 
to learn about the Holocaust again, but from a different perspec-
tive that they haven’t seen before. This book can be gruesome, 
but it is a novel that you just can’t ignore once you start reading.
Josie S., Class of 2019
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The Reader’s Bill of Rights

The right to not read
The right to skip pages
The right to not finish

The right to reread
The right to read anything

The right to escapism
The right to read anywhere

The right to browse
The right to read out loud

The right to not defend your tastes
 

― Daniel Pennac


