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Thank you to the students, faculty, and staff of Kent Denver School for 
taking the time to submit the thoughtful recommendations you will find in 
this guide. Use it to look for adventure, to challenge your mind, to go on a 

journey. Come get lost in a book.

“It is what you read when you don’t have to 
that determines what you will be when you can’t help it.” 

Oscar Wilde
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The Middle School Program:
Community Books and Individual Choices

The summer reading program in the Middle School balances choice 
with a desire to give students at each grade level a common reading 
experience with which to begin the year. For each grade level—sixth 
through eighth—a student will read three books: one common book, 
one book selected from a list of titles provided by the faculty and one 
book entirely of the student’s choice. The experience of the common 
text helps build a community through grade-level-wide discussions 
of themes the common text raises. The other two texts give students 
the experience of choosing and finding for themselves something that 
they enjoy.

Students should expect to talk about their reading experiences at 
retreats, in advisory groups and in their classes early in the fall. They 
should be able to answer questions such as, “What did you really like 
and why?” “What did not work for you?” “What did you learn?” “What 
did your summer reading make you think about?” and “What would 
you recommend to the rest of us?”
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Sixth Grade

Entering sixth-graders are required to read a minimum of 
THREE titles prior to the start of school.

Book 1: Required for students.
Wonder by R.J. Palacio  

Focus Questions for Wonder
Upon completion of reading this book, please complete the 

following activities and have them with you on the first day of 
school. Please also remember to bring your book to school! It 
would be advisable to take notes, especially if you read the novel 
early in the summer. We also invite a parent or grandparent to 
read it as well.

1. Using 150 characters or less, create a sample Tweet for each 
of the following characters (you do not actually need to use Twit-
ter):

 •Auggie Pullman 
 •Via Pullman
 •Jack Will
 •Summer
 •Miranda
 •Justin
 •Julian
Example: 
So excited that he hung my artwork. #TushmanPrincipal-

WhoCares#ManWhoDefends #WishMorePeopleWereLikeHim
2. On an 8.5x11 sheet of paper, please redesign the cover us-

ing whatever materials you would like. During the first week of 
school, you will be asked to share your new design and tell your 
classmates why you chose your design.

Book 2: Required for students – select ONE of the following: 
One Thousand and One Arabian Nights by Geraldine Mc-
Caughrean 

(Oxford edition) King Shahryar is enthralled by the stories of his 
new bride Shahrazad. Take a magic carpet ride and experience 
these tales of humor, horror, wisdom, deceit, incredible adven-
ture and love.
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The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan
What if the gods of Olympus were alive in the 21st Century? 

What if they still fell in love with mortals and had children who 
might become great heroes—like Theseus, Jason and Hercules? 
What if you were one of those children? Such is the discovery 
that launches 12-year-old Percy Jackson on the most danger-
ous quest of his life—to catch a thief who has stolen the original 
weapon of mass destruction, Zeus’ master bolt. Along the way, 
he must face a host of mythological enemies determined to stop 
him. Most of all, he must come to terms with a father he has never 
known and an Oracle who has warned him of betrayal by a friend.

Book 3: Your choice

A great place to find exemplary books:
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/2017-best-best

Or consider these books enjoyed by sixth-grade teachers:

Karr, Kathleen   Exile: Memoirs of a Camel
As part of the United States Camel Corps, Ali, a camel originally 

from North Africa, crosses the Texas desert in 1856. He must bal-
ance his work ethic with his dreams of freedom. This little-known 
slice of civil war history is told from the unique perspective—that 
of a camel and sheds light on American and Arabic histories and 
cultures during the 1860’s.

Konigsburg, E. L.   A View from Saturday
Four students, bound together through intertwined lives, at-

tract the attention of their teacher, a paraplegic, who chooses 
them to represent the sixth grade in the formidable Academic 
Bowl competition.

Levine, Dr. Mel   Jarvis Clutch: Social Spy 
“Social interactions are often the most stressful aspect of ad-

olescent life. In this book, the author teams up with fictitious 
eighth-grader Jarvis Clutch to offer insight and advice on the mid-
dle school social scene. Jarvis’s spy notes provide a bird’s eye view 
of the often traumatic social experiences that middle school stu-
dents are bound to encounter.” (Recommended for parents too.)
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Paterson, Katherine  The Great Gilly Hopkins 
Unhappy and badly behaved, Gilly has bounced from foster 

home to foster home. About to give up on her, the social worker 
stumbles across a new and surprising family for Gilly.

Paulsen, Gary   Hatchet
Bitter about his parents’ divorce, Brian Robeson finds himself 

stranded in the Canadian wilderness, where he must put his an-
ger behind him and struggle to stay alive.

Paulsen, Gary   Woodsong
The popular writer for young people recalls his experiences 

with “sleds and dogs,” from his introduction to sled-dog racing 
in northern Minnesota to the 17 grueling days he spends with his 
15-dog team in Alaska’s Iditarod race.

Rawls, Wilson   Where the Red Fern Grows
This novel is a heartwarming classic about a 10-year-old boy 

growing up in the Ozarks and his inseparable pair of coonhounds.

Sachar, Louis   Holes
Holes is a darkly humorous award winner about a motley group 

of boys at a detention center run by some unsavory adults. Ev-
eryone learns lessons about crime, punishment, and redemption.

Serraillier, Ian   Beowulf the Warrior 
This is the story of the hero Beowulf and his three memorable 

exploits—his rescue of Hrothgar the Dane from the ravages of 
monstrous Grendel, his victory over Grendel’s strange and horrible 
mother, and the saving of his own people, the Geats, from a dragon.

Spinelli, Jerry   Maniac Magee
Jeffrey “Maniac” Magee, a white boy who runs faster and hits 

balls farther than anyone, runs away from his loveless home to 
Two Mills, a town racially divided into the black East End and the 
white West End.

Stevenson, Robert Louis   Treasure Island
Set in the days of sailing ships and pirates, this classic retells 

the adventures of cabin boy Jim Hawkins and his search for the 
buried treasure of the notorious pirate Captain Flint. 
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Seventh Grade

We encourage students to read to relax, to escape, to explore 
and to pursue their passions, and we ask them to read a min-
imum of THREE titles over the course of the summer. We ex-
pect all students to be prepared to discuss their reactions to their 
reading in small and large classroom groups.

Book 1: Required for students.

Teachers will be doing a lot of work with this novel during the 
first couple of weeks of school; please read this title in the month 
of August or review the work prior to coming back to school.

Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys  
January 1945. The war in Europe is in its end stages as German 

forces are beaten back by the Allied armies. To escape the So-
viet advance on the eastern front, thousands of refugees flee to 
the Polish coast. In this desperate flight for freedom, four young 
people—each from very different backgrounds and each with 
dark secrets—connect as they vie for passage on the Willhelm 
Gustloff, a former pleasure cruiser used to evacuate the refu-
gees. Packed to almost 10 times its original capacity, the ship is 
hit by Soviet torpedoes fewer than 12 hours after leaving port. 
As the ship sinks into the icy waters of the Baltic Sea, what was 
supposed to be an avenue for escape quickly becomes another 
fight to survive the randomness of war. 

–Library Journal

Book 2: Required for students - select ONE of the following.

Adams, Richard   Watership Down 
Alvarez, Julia   Before We Were Free
Morpurgo, Michael   The Elephant in the Garden
Twain, Mark   The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
Woodsen, Jacqueline   Brown Girl Dreaming

Book 3: Your choice

A great place to find exemplary books:
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/2017-best-best
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Eighth Grade

As eighth-graders embark on their final year in the Middle 
School, we continue to celebrate the joy of reading by asking 
them to read at least THREE books over the course of the sum-
mer. We expect all students to be prepared to discuss their reac-
tions to the books in small and large classroom groups.

Book 1: Required for students.
Colin Fischer by Ashley Edward Miller   

Book 2: Required for students - Select ONE of the following.

Adams, Douglas   The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy 
Ford Perfect reveals to his friend, Arthur Dent, that he is not re-

ally an Earthling but a roving reporter from a distant planet whose 
mission is to compile a travel guide to the galaxy. The adventures 
of these two characters are comical to the very end.

Ayer, Eleanor   Parallel Journeys 
She is a young German Jew. He is a staunch supporter of Hitler 

and the creation of a “master race.” Alternating chapters trace 
the experiences of Helen Waterford and Alfons Heck during the 
Nazi reign of terror and WWII.

Beales, Melba Patillo   Warriors Don’t Cry 
In 1957, Melba Patillo turned sixteen. That was also the year 

she became a warrior on the front lines of a civil rights firestorm. 
Follow her story of courage and resolve as she paves the way for 
the privileges that all of us enjoy.

Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker   Jefferson’s Sons
This is the untold story of Thomas Jefferson’s slave children 

and the complexities of skin color within the same family. Will the 
act of “passing” carry implications Jefferson’s children are unable 
to bear on their own?

Bracken, Alexander   Brightly Woven
A young wizard, Wayland North, is searching for an assis-

tant who will join him in his quest to save a village. He chooses 
Sydelle Mirabil for the job, but why? Join Sydelle on her journey 



11

with Wayland as she discovers secrets about this wizard and why 
he’s chosen her.

Going, K.L.   Fat Kid Rules the World
Have you ever felt alone in the world; that you are the one per-

son who doesn’t quite fit in? If the answer is yes, read this book; if 
the answer is no, read this book anyway. This is a book for anyone 
who escapes reality through music.

Lupica, Mike   Summer Ball 
When you are the smallest guy on the basketball court, the 

challenges at times seem insurmountable. Just ask Danny Walk-
er as he leads his travel team to the national championship. His 
experience at a summer camp for basketball players changes 
his opinion of the game. 

Book 3: Your choice

A great place to find exemplary books:
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/2017-best-best

A note to students and parents...
Middle-School students submitted the following Kent Denver rec-

ommendations; these titles are suggested as a way of offering choice 
for students. The titles offer a wide variety of reading interests, levels 
and content.

Some inclusions have been edited for the purpose of clarity and 
space; however, we have tried to honor the student’s writing.
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Adams, Douglas  Restaurant at the End of the Universe
This book is a science fiction novel that follows in the series 

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy. It is an action adventure with 
time travel and indefinite amounts of description of color. This 
journey of people goes through a restaurant beyond imagination 
and the view of watching the entire universe end. Though you 
may think if you want to go to this place several times you might 
see a future or past self, but the restaurant is so big you will never 
see yourself. This fantasy book completely encapsulates the true 
lead on for The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy.
Rorrik H., Class of 2021

Alexander, Kwame  Crossover
This gritty, heart-wrenching tale about two basket-ball loving 

twins allows you to relate to the characters, and it’s written en-
tirely using poetry.
Will M., Class of 2022

Alice Saenz, Benjamin  Aristotle and Dante 
 Discover the Secrets of the Universe

This is one of those books that can be read at many different 
ages. However, it deals with some heavier topics. The book follows 
Ari Mendoza, a quiet boy with loud thoughts. The book spans over 
one year, though the majority of it takes place during the summer, 
where he meets Dante Quintana. Dante is a talkative boy, who, un-
like Ari, puts all his thoughts into words instead of onto paper. The 
book centers around ideas of change, acceptance, and questions.
The book is a constant and ever-changing conflict, and it deals 
with ideas that everyone should be exposed to.
Katja M., Class of 2021

Anaya, Rudolfo  Bless Me, Ultima
Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya, sends us on an explora-

tion through the trials and tribulations Antonio “Tony” Márez goes 
through growing up. We are taken through his life from his per-
spective going through topics such as mysticism, religion, loss 
of innocence and Chicano identity. Through the book, Tony is 
changed in his belief system as he understands his identity and 

Recommendations from our 
Middle School
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the powers of a medicine woman named Ultima and is chal-
lenged with his faith in God through folk stories. Overall, I recom-
mend this book, especially if you have Chicano blood or ties to 
New Mexico.
Gabe M., Class of 2021

Andrews, Jesse  Me and Earl and the Dying Girl
This novel is a contemporary for cynical people with a dark 

sense of humor. Teenager Greg Gaines’ simple life has only con-
sisted of filmmaking with his best friend Earl and his existence in 
the social hierarchy of high school until he is forced to befriend 
a girl named Rachel Kushner who was just diagnosed with leu-
kemia. As the friendship and illness advances, you get to experi-
ence the character development between Greg and Rachel and 
how their goals change in life. This book is filled with hilarious, 
witty comments and tear-jerking moments. I highly recommend 
this book to you!
Vincent T., Class of 2021

Armentrout, Jennifer  The Problem with Forever
The Problem with Forever is a beautiful masterpiece designed 

to show the readers the awkwardness of being in high school 
and how hard it is to stick one’s head out of one’s shell. Follow 
Mallory, who is still trying escape the abuse from her childhood, 
as she goes through high-school, encounters old friends, and 
begins to see the importance of courage. I would recommend 
this book to anyone out there who loves stories about love and 
acceptance.
Jolie K., Class of 2021

Bradbury, Ray  The Illustrated Man
The Illustrated Man written by Ray Bradbury is a sci-fi book that 

depicts of 18 visions that a man goes through after meeting a 
time traveler with tattoos that show the future. It’s filled with sep-
arate sci-fi stories all telling different things that will happen in 
the future. Stories that can’t even be imagined are concocted in 
a way that entertains and teaches one about valuable lessons. 
Some of the stories include nuclear war, magical rooms, and 
other exotic stories too. This book is recommended for creative 
minds that enjoy short stories.
Adrian D., Class of 2021
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Brooks, Max  World War Z
This book is good because of the mix between action, drama 

and the formatting, as if it were a historical document. The book 
tells the story of the zombie apocalypse from newspaper clip-
pings and interviews. It’s a great read for anyone who is looking 
for a different and interesting format.
Tommy M., Class of 2022

Brown, Dan  The Da Vinci Code
When the caretaker of the Louvre is murdered, his grand-

daughter and Robert Langdon have to find out why and who 
murdered him. Along the way, they discover that they need to 
find out more than they originally thought. They discover that 
much of what they’ve been told has been a lie. I liked this book 
because it was placed in Europe and there were many referenc-
es to secret societies. I find mystery books interesting, so anyone 
with the same preferences would enjoy this book.
Eva M., Class of 2021

Card, Orson Scott  Ender’s Game
Ender’s Game is a great book for someone who likes a good sci-fi 

novel. Eight year old, Ender Wiggin is sent to a training academy 
designed to prepare soldiers to fight in war against an alien race 
called the “Buggers.” The kids go through rigorous training in order 
to learn how to defeat the Buggers. This book is easy to follow and 
has a great plot. The characters all have different stories and it is 
interesting to see how they relate to each other. Overall, Ender’s 
Game is great for those who love a captivating book.
Logan G., Class of 2021

Cass, Kiera  The Selection
This book is great for anyone who loves a romance story with 

a hint of battle and adventure. Told from the point of view of a 
teenage girl named America from a small home and society, you 
will experience every frustration, surprise, and love that America 
feels in these complex, double-sided relationships. You will share 
every confusion and realization with America about two different 
relationships and how they can secretly end up against each other 
during times of battle and fear of the future. Kiera Cass explains 
every feeling in a beautiful way that has always been on the tip of 
your tongue but never been able to be put into the right words.
Ramey Y., Class of 2021
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Chernow, Ron        Alexander Hamilton
This book is an incredible portrayal of Alexander Hamilton’s 

spectacular political and social ability. I have enjoyed being im-
mersed into the life of a young politician who came from virtually 
nothing and rose into a model for growing politicians and soldiers 
across colonial America. I have also gained immense respect for 
the sacrifices that Hamilton and many other revolutionary patri-
ots made to allow this country to have a stable foundation that 
was able to outlive them by many centuries. 
Sarah N., Class of 2022

Clare, Cassandra  The Mortal Instruments: City of Glass
City of Glass by Cassandra Clare is an outstanding book for 

those who enjoy urban fantasy and an abundance of adventure. 
The book starts off when the main character, Clary Fray, breaks 
the Law by entering the City of Glass without permission. From 
there, she and her friends are forced through many difficult situ-
ations in order to find a cure for her mother’s self induced coma. 
City of Glass has nonstop action, and never a dull moment. It is 
recommended for readers who are consumed by the world of 
fantasy and supernatural elements.
Shannon B. Class of 2021

Cline, Ernest  Ready Player One
This book is so awesome, because it is filled with tons of facts 

about songs, movies, video  games, books, etc. It is an amaz-
ing action packed science fiction, and there are a lot of comical 
parts. The book revolves around a video-game easter egg hunt 
when the main character finds the first key (out of three). While 
reading, I felt like I was the main character, and the author does 
a fantastic job of pulling the reader in. The maps and settings in 
the book are so creatively designed and the author put so much 
thought into the book. 
Carson L., Class of 2022

Collins, Suzanne  The Hunger Games
The Hunger Games is an excellent book with a little bit of ev-

erything: drama, action, romance and adventure. This dystopian 
future novel tells the story of a girl named Katniss Everdeen who 
is pitted against other boys and girls to fend for their lives. As 
Katniss uses her bow to overcome the others, join her on this 
adventure through this world. I would recommend that if you are 
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looking for a book that is set in a dystopian future and tells a story 
about how the human race survives.
Brandon N., Class of 2021

Copeland, Misty   Life in Motion
Misty Copeland’s book is a phenomenal tale that demonstrates 

the outcome of hard work and determination. This book is a bi-
ography on Misty Copeland’s life during her journey to becoming 
the first African American Principal dancer for the American Ballet 
Theater. It starts out when she was just a little girl, struggling in the 
hands of poverty but clinging on to her dream. Then it advances 
into her first steps of being a dancer and making great sacrifices to 
make it to the top. Finally, she completes her lifelong dreams and 
explains to readers the key theme: determination. This is a book 
filled with life lessons that I would definitely recommend to any 
readers wanting to learn more about one woman’s incredible life.
Sydney T., Class of 2021

Coyle, Daniel  The Talent Code
The Talent Code is a book about how people become talented. 

It describes how when you use parts of your body repeatedly, 
myelin grows and wraps around that circuit making communica-
tions/reactions faster and faster. This one girl in the book learned 
more in six minutes than an average person in one month. She 
was in deep practice which is when you are really focused on 
what you are doing and when you make a mistake you learn what 
to do to perform it correctly. This book really shows how you can 
be as good as you want to be; you just have to put in the time.
Connor S., Class of 2021

Cronn-Mills, Kirstin  Original Fake
Original Fake is a book in the first-person view of Frank Neu-

mann, a kid in high school who loves art and hates his sister 
with a passion. He makes little pieces here and there until Rory, 
the”hottest girl in school” comes to him with an offer. The myste-
rious offer is revealed when Frank meets his lifetime hero, Uncle 
Epic, who is sort of a graffiti artist. Frank is hired to ship Uncle 
Epic’s pieces to random spots. Meanwhile, Frank learns that his 
sister Lou robbed a store and he creates a way to get revenge on 
her for all of the things she has done to him.
Tobias F., Class of 2021
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Dashner, James  The Maze Runner
Written by James Dashner, The Maze Runner is an action-packed 

novel with tons of twists and confusion that is solved by a large 
group of teenage boys. All the boys with their minds wiped try to 
achieve one goal: to escape the maze alive. The book is written 
in Thomas’s point of view. As a new member of the gladers, he 
learns how to fit in with the rest before things go wrong. The Box 
brings a girl, Theresa, but stops bringing supplies. The walls stop 
closing at night and the sun stops shining. All the gladers start 
to panic! This exciting novel will keep you from lifting your eyes 
from the book. Mostly because you want to find out who sur-
vives, who doesn’t, and how they escape as a group.
Jack L., Class of 2021

Lennard, Susan  Truth Witch
The book Truth Witch takes you on an immersive fantasy expe-

rience. The book takes place in the Witchlands, many people live 
within cities there including Safi and her thread sister Iseult. Some 
of the people who reside here have special abilities, or powers 
that can enable them to see and do different things, there trait or 
ability is most often marked with a symbol on their hand. Safi is 
a rare Truthwitch, capable of telling if someone is lying, because 
of this she has to stay low and make sure no one finds her own 
truth. Her sister Iseult, is a Threadwitch, enabling her to see other 
people’s threads, that show emotion and other traits. This book 
has been very exciting to read, with detailed fight scenes capti-
vating the reader and pulling me into the battle itself, I feel as if 
I’m experiencing it up close and in the atmosphere itself. Another 
thing that I particularly like about it, is that it doesn’t just follow 
the main character; it goes through other people’s point of view, 
giving the reader a sense of what each character is doing and 
feeling in relation to one another. It was intriguing to learn about 
the well developed ideas and theories of the way magic works 
and intertwines throughout the history of the land and people. It 
was really fun to read, keeping you on the edge of your seat.
Annie O. Class of 2022

Diamond, Jared  Collapse
In this book, Jared Diamond clearly explains some of the big-

gest mysteries of ancient history in true, honest writing. It shows 
that by learning from the past, we can prevent some of the things 
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that led up to the explained societies’ collapses, therefore pre-
venting our own. Throughout the book, the reader can begin to 
see why history class isn’t so useless after all. One can begin to 
empathize with the citizens of these societies all the while draw-
ing one’s own conclusions about what happened to them. This 
book will have readers at the edge of their seats as Pulitzer Prize 
winner Jared Diamond takes them on a journey back into the for-
gotten recesses of humanity. 
Amelia S., Class of 2021

Dinan, Kurt  Don’t Get Caught
This is a great book for those who love mystery and comedy. 

The story starts when Max, a nobody at his high school, gets a 
mysterious invite from an unknown yet epic group of pranksters 
called the Chaos Club. Max and four other students are caught 
by security on the top of the water tower, definitely a setup. The 
group of five decides to get payback. Be ready to laugh out loud 
at the many creative and hilarious things that the group of five do 
for revenge.
Connor C., Class of 2021

Doerr, Anthony  All the Light We Cannot See
This is a great read for those who enjoy World War II historical 

fiction. From two perspectives comes the story of a blind girl in 
France and a boy in the Hitler Youth trying to stay alive in the midst 
of fighting while fighting an internal battle themselves. Marie-Lau-
re has to choose whether to be relatively safe to protect the Sea 
of Flames (the huge diamond she and her father were told to safe-
guard), or to helping free her country from Germany. Werner is in 
the Hitler Youth, and he must decide whether he really believes in 
what and who he’s fighting for when he is sent into battle.
Amelia S., Class of 2021

DuPrau, Jeanne  The City of Ember
I like this book because I liked always wondering what was going 

to happen next. I also like the dystopian/post-apocalyptic idea it 
brings to the table with an underground city made by these mys-
terious people to allow the human population to survive. I would 
recommend this book to anyone who likes post-apocalyptic/dys-
topian novels with a little action/adventure. This book also has a 
little bit of mystery to it which makes it all that much better.
Brandon N., Class of 2021
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Fluke, Joanne     Chocolate Chip Cookie Murder
The Chocolate Chip Cookie Murder is a fascinating book if you 

are looking for a simple yet surprising mystery.This book is about 
a woman named Hannah who owns her own bakery called The 
Cookie Jar where she is famous for her Chocolate Chip Crunch-
ies. This quickly becomes a mystery book when her milk deliv-
ery man is found dead behind her shop with Hannah’s cookies 
sprinkled around him. Hannah begins to play detective looking 
for the manor woman who murdered the milk man. The author 
Joanne Fluke, takes a very different approach while writing this 
book. Between chapters as new cookies are mentioned, she 
adds real recipes to recreate these delectable cookies. I would 
recommend this book and series for any baker or mystery book 
reader who likes simple books with a little twist.
Emma B., Class of 2021

Fredericks, Mariah  Crunch Time
If you like suspense, mystery, and surprises, this is the book 

for you. A group of friends ditch their test training because their 
teacher is being really clumsy and slow and go and start their 
own test training. Over a couple months they become really 
close and practice almost weekly. But then, a group of friends, a 
cheater, and a test. The friends all get along really well until the 
test ends. That is when everything changes and you can never 
be trusted or trust anyone again. If you’re into Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid but want something a little older, you will love this book.
Atticus K., Class of 2021

Gipson, Fred  Old Yeller
Old Yeller is a fictional book about a 14 year old kid named Travis 

and his Dog. Travis has wanted a horse his whole life but when he 
asked his father he said that he needed to learn how to be more 
of a man and get a dog. The family finds Old Yeller in their house 
eating all of the meat. At first Travis hates this dog and wants to 
shoot him because it was taking their food. Travis’s mother wanted 
him to look after the dog and keep him healthy. Many times in the 
book Old Yeller saves Travis’s life and helps him with various farm 
duties such as plow the field or heard the cows. I would definitely 
recommend this book for a person that like pets and adventures.I 
think this book was a very interesting and engaging novel.
Will K., Class of 2021
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Green, John  The Fault in Our Stars
The Fault In Our Stars by John Green is a touching and beautiful 

story about two cancer patients named Hazel and Augustus who 
find love through their support group. I really liked this book be-
cause it was really realistic and relatable for people around the 
world going through the same things that Hazel and Augustus 
did. At the end of the story, something really shocking happens 
that will change the lives of the characters forever. This book is 
very sad, so if you are into books that will tear you apart emo-
tionally, then this is definitely the book for you. Overall, I would 
recommend this book for readers of all ages.
Drew F., Class of 2021

Green, John  Looking for Alaska
Looking for Alaska talks about this idea of the Great Perhaps. 

Pudge found the Great Perhaps when he met Alaska and she 
showed him the importance of life but also, he learned how to 
cope with losing people you love. You start to understand how 
to truly live your life to the fullest and you learn that sometimes 
change is really good and can bring a lot of happiness in the end. 
There’s a great balance of excitement and adventure but there 
are also insightful lessons you can learn. I really recommend this 
book for anyone looking for a read they can’t put down.
Remi P., Class of 2021

Hannah, Kristin   The Nightingale
This incredible and heart-breaking story of two troubled sisters 

in France during World War II is surely one to have the tissue box 
ready for. This book is nearly impossible to put down once you’ve 
started, and is sure to send your feelings on a emotional roller-
coaster. I recommend this book for anyone who enjoys gradually 
learning each detail of every character until by the end of the 
book it feels like you lived through the story with them. It is sure 
to become one of your favorites.
Sophie C., Class of 2021

Horowitz, Anthony   Alex Rider Series
I love this series because it is filled with action and has great 

vocabulary for sixth-graders. I also like the series because you al-
ways feel like you are interacting with the characters in each book.
Aiden S., Class of 2023
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Hutchinson, Shaun David  We are the Ants
We Are the Ants tells the story of a teenager named Henry, who 

has been getting abducted by sluggers (aliens) since he was 13 
years old. The sluggers posses a button that could save Earth 
from the upcoming apocalypse. It is Henry’s decision on wheth-
er or not to press the button. Although the plot of the book fea-
tures aliens, this book has more elements of realistic-fiction rather 
than science-fiction. It touches on existential themes, life in high-
school, and even a bit of romance. This is an excellent book for 
anyone who enjoys thought-provoking reads and life beyond ours.
Alexa M., Class of 2021

L’Engle, Madeleine  A Wrinkle in Time
This book is a very exciting science fiction novel called A Wrin-

kle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle. This book is about a young girl 
who searches for her father in strange dimension. This is a great 
read for those who are interested in Science Fiction and those 
who like adventure. This novel was generally easy to read but 
had a complex plot and was very descriptive. The theme of this 
book is about a battle between good and evil. The characters are 
very complex and three dimensional, especially Meg. Overall, I 
thoroughly enjoyed this book and would highly recommend it.
Dayne C., Class of 2021

Larbalestier, Justine  Razorhurst
Razorhurst is an exciting adventure book. The book is set in 

the early-mid 1900’s where firearms aren’t as advanced. The in-
creasing tension between the two mob-bosses creates an excit-
ing plot line. This plot is then told from a third-person view from 
a little girl named Kelpie,who can see ghosts. She and Dymph-
na run into each other and journey to survive in the conflict. Any 
person who enjoys an exciting, suspenseful book with many plot 
twists and an interesting perspective should read this book!
Jeffrey Z., Class of 2021

Levine, Kristine  Lions of Little Rock
This is a really good book about friendship and protesting for 

one’s rights. It’s based in the 1958’s in Little Rock, Arkansas when 
two girls are torn apart just because of their skin color. The author 
uses a lot of emotion what the girls are going through, but as the 
girls keep persevering they may get their way. 
Isa A., Class of 2022
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Lockhart, E.  We Were Liars
We Were Liars is recommended to anyone who loves mysteries 

and problem solving. The whole book is told from the perspec-
tive of Cadence, who suffers from severe memory loss. She lives 
what some may see as “the perfect life,” but for Cadence it is 
anything but perfect. She owns an island in which she spends all 
her summers with her family, yet she still would do anything to 
have a different life. Cadence has been through a lot within her 
lifetime, but she does not know what she has gone through, it is a 
mystery. Throughout the book, Cadence starts to find clues as to 
what happened to her, why she can not remember it, and why no 
one can tell her. This book was slightly confusing at some points, 
but as I kept reading my confusion vanished. Overall, this book 
was amazing and I believe all ages would enjoy reading it.
Lizzie W., Class of 2021

Lord, Emery  The Start of Me and You
I like this book because it is this whole story about how this 

girl’s dead boyfriend changed her life, for better and for worse. 
I recommend this book for people that are looking for romance 
and looking for a adventure. 
Ainsley N., Class of 2022

Lowry, Lois  The Giver
The novel The Giver by Lois Lowry is a classic book and a fan-

tastic one. This is science fiction based book is told in the third 
person but focuses mainly on Jonas, the main character. If you 
like mystery or love reading about dystopian futures, then this is 
the book for you. This book affected me because I realized that I 
was thankful for what I have. What I am talking about is that in the 
book, nobody can see color, and the weather is the exact same 
the whole time. Also, nobody has freedom. The book was about 
a kid named Jonas who was chosen to be the new receiver. He 
had to learn from the Giver about many of the memories passed 
down from when he was a receiver. I would definitely recom-
mend this book because of everything Jonas learns about how 
life used to be so long ago, and how he learns that he and his 
whole community is blind to real life.
Bradley F., Class of 2021
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Lu, Marie  Legend
This book is perfect for people who love surprises and action. 

The main character, Day, is the most wanted criminal in a warped 
America. When an undercover police officer named June arrests 
Day, They learn together the secrets the goverment is hiding, 
and fight back together. I recommend this book to people who 
have like suspense with a little mystery.
Sander S., Class of 2021

MacDonald, Helen  H is for Hawk
H Is for Hawk by Helen Macdonald is a true story about a young 

woman who deals with the loss of her father by training a vicious 
little goshawk named Mabel. The book contains many phrases 
and Helen often compares herself to the book The Goshawk, by 
T.H. White and many other books about falconry. As the book 
progresses, Helen finds herself separated from society and has 
difficulty dealing with other people and memories of her past and 
father. Follow Mabel and Helen as they search for the balance 
between man and Hawk.
Santiago T., Class of 2021

Mass, Sarah J.   Throne of Glass
Celaena Sardothien is the most feared assassin in all of Adar-

lan. She was trained to kill ever since her parents were murdered 
in their beds. However, one year ago, she was betrayed, cap-
tured, and sent to Endovier, where criminals mine salt until they 
die. Most only survive a few months in that wretched place, but 
Celaena is different. She has lasted for over a year. She is finally 
freed when the prince of Adarlan comes to choose her to be his 
champion in a contest conducted by the king. Whoever wins this 
tournament will be the king’s champion, his personal assassin. 
While Celaena fights to gain her freedom, she realizes that not 
everything in the castle is as it seems. She begins to receive vis-
its from a ghost, who gives her a very important task. If Celaena 
does not succeed, she and everyone around her will be annihi-
lated.
Natalia E., Class of 2022

McFate, Sean  The Shadow War
Shadow War by Sean McFate was a great action book with a 

twist, the behind the scenes power struggle brings a new per-
spective to action. This book follows two characters Brad Win-
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ters, and Tom Locke a mercenary employed by Winters’ com-
pany. The perspective of Tom Locke is action packed with a very 
important mission. The viewpoint of Brad Winters shows betrayal 
power plays, and what is going on behind the scenes and how 
the balance of power often goes unseen. This book is great for 
people who enjoy action but also enjoy interesting thoughts and 
ideas.
Connor M., Class of 2021

McMann, Lisa  The Unwanteds
The Unwanteds is a great book if you love adventure, magic, 

and suspense. Alex Stowe almost loses his life after he was cast 
as an unwanted in Quill. Luckily, thanks to Mr. Today, he was res-
cued and brought to Artime where he’s introduced to unfamiliar 
creatures, magic, and separation between his own twin brother. 
In the end Quill starts a war against Artime, but Artime triumphs. I 
would recommend this book for anyone who loves surprises and 
happy endings.
Imani A., Class of 2021

Meyer, Marissa   Cinder (The Lunar Chronicles)
I would definitely recommend the Lunar Chronicles (Cinder, 

Scarlett,  Cress, Winter, Stars Above, Fairest) They are great sci-fi 
twists on classic fairy tales with a magic like component. This is 
my favorite series and I hope you enjoy it!! 
Grace G., Class of 2023

Moyes, Jojo  Me Before You
Me Before You written is a heartbreaking, tragic, love story that 

entices the reader and forces them to hold on until the very last 
word. This whirlwind relationship of an ordinary girl and a man who 
needs to be reminded of life’s beauties, shows that no matter who 
one is, or what they can do, that they are just as human as any-
one else. The reader is able to witness the psychological journey 
of Will Traynor that ultimately ends in his own decision and the 
growth of Louisa Clarke as an individual. A fantastic tale using im-
agery to paint a picture, one can almost feel the English breeze 
brushing their cheeks, hear the violin music at a concert, and taste 
the croissants in Paris. Me Before You is a literary phenomenon that 
is worth anybody’s—hopeless romantic or not—time. It stops one’s 
heart and reminds them how to breathe, all at once.
Avery P., Class of 2021
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Nelson, Jandy  I’ll Give You the Sun
When I started reading I’ll Give You The Sun by Jandy Nelson, I 

instantly became engrossed into the story of Noah and Jude. Told 
by the perspective of thirteen year-old twins, Noah and Jude, this 
novel is about how inseparable twins are split by a series of un-
fortunate events. Noah lives in isolation and has an insane imag-
ination. While Jude on the other hand, is a social butterfly and 
wears red lipstick while jumping off cliffs. You get to see how the 
twins’ lives change and intertwine through the years of hardship 
and adversity. I definitely recommend this book! 
Vincent T., Class of 2021

Niven, Jennifer   All the Bright Places
This is a touching story told from the point of view of a boy 

named Theodore Finch and a girl called Violet Markey. The rela-
tionship between Finch and Violet grows as each person brings 
out the light and brightness that they both never knew they had. 
This is a realistic-fiction story that takes place in a small Indiana 
city. This book is really well written and is recommended to any-
one who wants a story about acceptance and celebrating the 
light in our world.
Jolie K., Class of 2021

O’Brien, Robert C.   Mrs Frisby and the Rats of Nimh
I think this book was very good.It was about Mrs. Frisby and her 

children. Her youngest son is very ill and could not be moved to 
their summer quarters.  It was not predictable like many books 
are, but I was always excited to find out what would happen next.
Sophia A., Class of 2023

Patterson, James  Witch and Wizard
The book Witch and Wizard by James Patterson is a thrilling 

story about a witch and wizard, Wisty and Whit. I recommend this 
book to anyone that likes an easy-to-read, adventurous fantasy. 
It is a story about Whit and Wisty discovering their powers and 
saving their city from the New Order. They soon discover that 
they will need to use this magic in order to escape from the New 
Order Reformatory. Once they escape, Whit and Wisty discover 
many more obstacles before they can take back their city from 
the New Order. Follow Whit and Wisty around as they take down 
the New Order in Witch and Wizard.
Eva M., Class of 2021
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Pittman, Sarah Darer   In Case You Missed It
This book is about a high school girl who has secrets that she 

doesn’t want anyone to know, not even her best friends. She 
writes everything down in her online diary, including the time she 
snuck out to a concert and her probability tree for the chances 
of her crush, Jamie Moss, asking her to prom. Then one day, the 
bank her dad works for gets hacked, and everything she’s ever 
written online gets published. Every text, every email, even her 
online journal. LIFE IS OVER. She has to find a way to deal with 
going to school every day, and then finds out that her mom has 
breast cancer. She doesn’t know how she is going to get past 
this, but with the help of family and friends, she eventually will. I 
really enjoyed this book because it’s those types of books that at 
some points leave you wondering what is going to happen and 
you really don’t want to stop reading.
Vanessa C., Class of 2023

Polisner, Gae  The Summer of Letting Go
The Summer of Letting Go by Gae Polisner is a book about 

finding hope and happiness in all places. Francesca Schnell is 
stuck in the moment when she was supposed to be watching her 
brother when he drowned. When she meets young Frankie Sky 
who reminds her of her brother, she has a chance to make up for 
all her guilt, while seeing if her father is cheating on her mother. 
This book is great for those who enjoy mystery and realistic fic-
tion. The author really conveyed how caring and hopeful all the 
characters were.
Lucy F., Class of 2021

Roth, Veronica  Divergent
The dystopian novel Divergent by Veronica Roth takes the read-

er through a thrilling adventure that reveals many secrets about 
human nature. In the book, the main character Tris lives in a sys-
tem where people are classified into factions. She takes a test and 
learns that she doesn’t fit in the system. Throughout the book, she 
has to try and keep herself from getting caught, while still being 
who she truly is. Divergent shows how Tris transforms from being 
shy to independent. The conflict gets deeper throughout the story 
and shows that humans are more than factions.
Colin C., Class of 2021
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Rowell, Rainbow   Eleanor and Park
When Eleanor, the red head with the crazy clothes, and Park, 

the shy music lover first meet on the school bus, they automati-
cally sense love. Eleanor and Park, by Rainbow Rowell is a book 
about two teenagers who experience love in the 80s by bonding 
over comic books and music. The young couple also experienc-
es the trouble with family members and being bullied at school. 
Rainbow Rowell writes this book through both Eleanor and Park’s 
perspective to get a taste of how the both feel about each other. 
This book is recommended for teens and adults who want to sit 
down and read a good book about relationship in high school. 
Eleanor and Park is a very touching book that will make readers 
want to keep reading the story about the “star-crossed lovers.”
Natalie H., Class of 2021

Rowling, J.K.  Harry Potter and the Cursed Child
This “book” for fantasy lovers continues the bestselling series 

through Harry and his son, Albus, as they go through a miracu-
lous journey of time together when they could not farther apart. 
While the plot sucks the reader in, being a playwright, it is hard 
to step into the characters’ shoes. The Cursed Child is unique and 
very different than the rest of the series, with twists and turn in 
every direction, and the theme of family is woven in and out of 
this sequel. It is a great read for both Harry Potter fanatics and 
magical dreamers alike.
Vivek S., Class of 2021

Ruby, Laura  Bone Gap
Laura Ruby is a wizard with words. The reader can really feel 

the descriptive language all throughout the book. Told from the 
point of young Finn, who lives in a small Midwestern town, and 
Roza, a beautiful Polish girl. When Finn sees Roza taken one day 
by a strange man, he knows it’s up to him to find her. Bone Gap is 
a wonderful adventure that tells the sorrow of being misunder-
stood and the joy of being seen. It is definitely recommended to 
anyone who loves a twist of magic.
Jolie K., Class of 2022

Salerini, Dianne K.  The Eighth Day
The Eighth Day by Dianne K. Salerini, is about a boy whose 

name is Jax and who takes a tremendous journey through the 
idea of time. This boy is 13 years old and his parents died in a 
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car crash when he was little. He ends up living with a strange 18 
year old guardian who seems to always be gone. One day when 
Jax wakes up he realizes that everyone had disappeared, be-
cause he thinks that there has been an apocalypse he good the 
the nearest Costco, breaks in, and steals survival supplies. He 
wakes up the next day to find that everyone is back in town. His 
Guardian Riley explains to him what happens and he embarks on 
a journey to save both the human race and the whole existence 
of the days of the week. Overall it is a really good book and I 
would recommend it to anyone who wants to try something new 
or someone who likes fantasy.
Paul S., Class of 2021

Schlitz, Laura Amy  A Drowned Maiden’s Hair
This book describes the tale of an orphan’s journey to a rath-

er unusual family. As she is introduced to the world of seances 
and seers, many secrets are uncovered. A nail biting story, full of 
intense moments makes A Drowned Maiden’s Hair such a great 
read. 
Molly W., Class of 2022

Schwab, V.E.  A Darker Shade of Magic
This is sort of a Harry Potter level two. It is a series and this is 

the first book. I recommend this book for anyone who liked Harry 
Potter and would like something like that but more realistic and 
way more intense.
Jack H., Class of 2022

Shusterman, Neal  Unwind
Unwind, by Neal Shusterman is a fictional novel depicting a 

futuristic, dystopian society that battles over the issues of abor-
tion and the sanctity of life. In the novel, the United States has 
just suffered past another devastating civil war, and the end-
ing result was a law that deems human life protected from the 
moment of conception until the age of 13. However, from 13 
years of age through 18, a minor’s parents may choose to have 
the child unwound, a prccess that harvests the inner organs of 
the child to give to others. In the novel, a group of teens grap-
ple with their own unwind accords, and struggle to seek justice. 
However, they soon begin to realize that because unwinding is 
such an integral part of modern American culture, it may nev-
er be stopped. I would recommend this book to anyone who 
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would enjoy a page-turning read that elicits a self-questioning 
of our own opinions.
Evan S., Class of 2022

Silva, Daniel  The English Spy
The English Spy is a great mystery book. The main character is 

faced with many hard challenges, but is very good at what he 
does. The book keeps you on the end of your seat. This book is 
for someone looking for a nice long read but also wants a heavy 
side of stealth, mystery, and action.
Jacob D., Class of 2022

Sobel, Dava  Longitude
Longitude by Dava Sobel follows John Harrison, an inventor 

though his journey in inventing the best clock of the 1700s. The 
book begins by addressing the problem of longitude at sea. The 
home city time is required to calculate longitude however, no 
clock can withstand the salt of the ocean. Everyone is racing to 
create the best clock for a major prize but only one will get there 
first. Though it can be a little slow at times it always remains inter-
esting. If you are curious in what goes into making a good clock, 
I highly recommend this book.
Lachlan H., Class of 2021

Steinbeck, John   Of Mice and Men
This is a story that is told from the point of view of two best 

friends whose names are Lenny Small and George Milton. These 
two travel everywhere together and are looking for work on a 
ranch in Soledad, California. Lenny Small is physically strong, 
but has some mental limitations. George Milton is Lenny’s best 
friend/caregiver.Together they are a team. This is a story I would 
recommend to people who love adventure.
Valerie S., Class of 2021

Tahir, Sabaa  An Ember in the Ashes
This is a great book for someone who likes brave characters, 

captivating adventure, and heart-pounding fantasies. When you 
read the first couple of chapters in this is a book, you are sucked 
in immediately. I could not put it down.
Connor C., Class of 2021
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Taran, Matharu  The Novice/Summoner Series
The Novice is the first of the Summoner Series. It follows Fletcher 

a teen from a small town named Pelt. Fletcher is the blacksmith’s 
apprentice and adoptive son. He lives in a world that is currently 
against war with the orcish clans. This book is full of adventure 
and friendship. Anyone who likes Harry Potter, Percy Jackson or 
the Hunger Games will love these books!
Bella M., Class of 2022

Telgemeir, Raina  Smile
This is one of the best graphic novels I have ever read. I am 

the type of reader that comprehends with pictures rather than 
words, so this book was very amazing to read. The book is about 
a girl who trips and loses her front two teeth and shows how she 
puts up with all the drama of middle school. This the true story 
of the book’s author, Raina Telgemeier, too. The novel really in-
spired me to read more books in general. I would recommend 
this book for anyone who likes realistic conflict and is interested 
in graphic novels.
Priyanka R., Class of 2021

Tolkien, J.R.R.  The Hobbit
This book was a good book. This story is about a hobbit who 

takes a journey with a few others. At first, he is some scrawny 
and fearful hobbit. He is different than most hobbits who came 
before him. He takes this journey with 13 dwarves who accom-
pany him. Along their way they face a dragon who has piles and 
piles of gold. Bilbo (the hobbit) also gets stuck in a cave where he 
finds a ring that turns him invisible, and a slimy creature named 
Gollum. As they continue their journey, a wizard named Gandalf 
assists them. This book draws you inside and makes you feel like 
you’re a part of the journey too.
Jonathan S., Class of 2021

Whalley, John  Noggin
Noggin is a very enjoyable read. Travis Coates’ transition from 

his old life to the present is full of plot twists, nail-bitters and cliff 
hangers. You just can’t put it down!!
Jack G., Class of 2022
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Yancey, Rick  The 5th Wave
The 5th Wave is one of the most unusual books I have ever 

read. While there have recently been a lot of dystopian novels, 
the whole plot of The 5th Wave was definitely not one I’d seen 
before. The book is about what would happen if aliens tried to 
destroy all humans in an effort to make it their planet. The main 
character, Cassie, is a 16-year-old girl who tries to keep her and 
the remainder of her family alive. She meets many interesting 
people along the way, and it is a fascinating book. I would defi-
nitely recommend this for someone looking for an entertaining 
book to read over the summer. 
Olivia W., Class of 2022

Yang, Gene Luen and Sonny Liew   The Shadow Hero
The Shadow Hero is a great book because it is really interesting 

how determined the mother is to make Hank a superhero. I am 
also a very slow reader, so it is helpful being able to look at the 
pictures. I also think the authors do a very good job of developing 
the plot.
Natalie R., Class of 2022

Zusak, Markus  The Book Thief
The Book Thief is a very intriguing book about a little girl steal-

ing books from a Nazi. I like this book because it shows things 
that were taking place during World War II in Germany full of 
cliff-hangers
Cedric C., Class of 2022



32

The Reader’s Bill of Rights

The right to not read
The right to skip pages
The right to not finish

The right to reread
The right to read anything

The right to escapism
The right to read anywhere

The right to browse
The right to read out loud

The right to not defend your tastes
 

― Daniel Pennac


