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Sixth Grade Summer Reading 

 

Book 1: Required for students. 
 
 
Palacio, R.J.         Wonder  
 
Summer Reading Questions: 
 
Upon completion of reading this book, please complete the following activities and have 
them with you on the first day of school. Please also remember to bring your book to 
school! 
 

1. Using 150 characters or less, create a sample Tweet for each of the following 
characters (you do not actually need to use Twitter): 

● Auggie Pullman 
● Via Pullman 
● Jack Will 
● Summer 
● Miranda 
● Justin 
● Julian 

   
Example: So excited that he hung my art work. 

#TushmanPrincipalWhoCares #ManWhoDefends#WishMorePeopleWereLikeHim 
 

2. On an 8.5x11 sheet of paper, please redesign the cover using whatever materials 
you would like. During the first week of school, you will be asked to share your 
new design and tell your classmates why you chose your design. 
 

 
 
Book 2: Select ONE novel from the following list. 

 

McCaughrean, Geraldine  One Thousand and One Arabian Nights (Oxford edition) 

King Shahryar is enthralled by the stories of his new bride Shahrazad. Take a magic 
carpet ride and experience these tales of humor, horror, wisdom, deceit, incredible 
adventure and love. 



Riordan, Rick        The Lightning Thief  

What if the gods of Olympus were alive in the 21st Century? What if they still fell in love 
with mortals and had children who might become great heroes - like Theseus, Jason and 
Hercules? What if you were one of those children? Such is the discovery that launches 
twelve-year-old Percy Jackson on the most dangerous quest of his life - to catch a thief 
who has stolen the original weapon of mass destruction, Zeus’ master bolt. Along the 
way, he must face a host of mythological enemies determined to stop him. Most of all, he 
must come to terms with a father he has never known and an Oracle who has warned him 
of betrayal by a friend.  

 

Book 3: Select ONE novel of your choice; consider these books enjoyed by sixth grade 
teachers. 

 

Karr, Kathleen       Exile: Memoirs of a Camel 

As part of the United States Camel Corps, Ali, a camel originally from North Africa, 
crosses the Texas desert in 1856. He must balance his work ethic with his dreams of 
freedom. This little-known slice of civil war history is told from the unique perspective—
that of a camel and sheds light on American and Arabic histories and cultures during the 
1860’s.  

Konigsburg, E. L.       A View from Saturday 

Four students, bound together through intertwined lives, attract the attention of their 
teacher, a paraplegic, who chooses them to represent the sixth grade in the formidable 
Academic Bowl competition. 

Levine, Dr. Mel       Jarvis Clutch: Social Spy 

“Social interactions are often the most stressful aspect of adolescent life. In this book, the 
author teams up with fictitious eighth-grader Jarvis Clutch to offer insight and advice on 
the middle school social scene. Jarvis's spy notes provide a bird's eye view of the often 
traumatic social experiences that middle school students are bound to encounter.” 
(Recommended for parents too.) 

Paterson, Katherine       The Great Gilly Hopkins 

Unhappy and badly behaved, Gilly has bounced from foster home to foster home. About 
to give up on her, the social worker stumbles across a new and surprising family for 
Gilly.  

Paulsen, Gary         Hatchet 

Bitter about his parents’ divorce, Brian Robeson finds himself stranded in the Canadian 
wilderness, where he must put his anger behind him and struggle to stay alive.  



Paulsen, Gary         Woodsong 

The popular writer for young people recalls his experiences with “sleds and dogs,” from 
his introduction to sled-dog racing in northern Minnesota to the seventeen grueling days 
he spends with his fifteen-dog team in Alaska’s Iditarod race. 

Rawls, Wilson       Where the Red Fern Grows 

This novel is a heartwarming classic about a ten-year-old boy growing up in the Ozarks 
and his inseparable pair of coonhounds.  

Sachar, Louis         Holes 

Holes is a darkly humorous award winner about a motley group of boys at a detention 
center run by some unsavory adults. Everyone learns lessons about crime, punishment, 
and redemption. 

Serraillier, Ian        Beowulf the Warrior 

This is the story of the hero Beowulf and his three memorable exploits—his rescue of 
Hrothgar the Dane from the ravages of monstrous Grendel, his victory over Grendel’s 
strange and horrible mother, and the saving of his own people, the Geats, from a dragon. 

Spinelli, Jerry        Maniac Magee 

Jeffrey “Maniac” Magee, a white boy who runs faster and hits balls farther than anyone, 
runs away from his loveless home to Two Mills, a town racially divided into the black 
East End and the white West End. 

Stevenson, Robert Louis       Treasure Island  

Set in the days of sailing ships and pirates, this classic retells the adventures of cabin boy 
Jim Hawkins and his search for the buried treasure of the notorious pirate Captain Flint. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Seventh Grade Summer Reading 

 

Book 1: Required for students; please read this book LAST, as we will be discussing it 
class. 

Alvarez, Julia       Before We Were Free  
 
 

Book 2: Select ONE novel from the following list. 

Adams, Richard       Watership Down  

Morpurgo, Michael        The Elephant in the Garden  

Smith, Roland        Peak 

Twain, Mark       The Adventures of Tom Sawyer  

Woodsen, Jacqueline     Brown Girl Dreaming  

 

  

Book 3: Select ONE novel of your own choice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Eighth Grade Summer Reading 

 

 

Book 1: Required for students. 

 

Haddon, Mark   The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time 

Despite his inability to relate to humans, Christopher Boone relates well to animals.  He 
is mathematically gifted and knows all of the countries of the world and their capitals.  
When his neighbor’s dog is killed, Christopher goes on a quest to find out what really 
happened. 

 

Book 2: Select ONE novel from the following list. 

Adams, Douglas    The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy 

Ford Perfect reveals to his friend, Arthur Dent, that he is not really an Earthling but a 
roving reporter from a distant planet whose mission is to compile a travel guide to the 
galaxy.  The adventures of these two characters are comical to the very end. 

Ayer, Eleanor        Parallel Journeys 

She is a young German Jew.  He is a staunch supporter of Hitler and the creation of a 
“master race.”  Alternating chapters trace the experiences of Helen Waterford and Alfons 
Heck during the Nazi reign of terror and WWII. 

Beales, Melba Patillo       Warriors Don’t Cry 

In 1957, Melba Patillo turned sixteen.  That was also the year she became a warrior on 
the front lines of a civil rights firestorm.  Follow her story of courage and resolve as she 
paves the way for the privileges that all of us enjoy. 

Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker     Jefferson’s Sons 

This is the untold story of Thomas Jefferson’s slave children and the complexities of skin 
color within the same family.  Will the act of “passing” carry implications Jefferson’s 
children are unable to bear on their own? 

Bracken, Alexander       Brightly Woven 

A young wizard, Wayland North, is searching for an assistant who will join him in his 
quest to save a village.  He chooses Sydelle Mirabil for the job, but why?  Join Sydelle on 
her journey with Wayland as she discovers secrets about this wizard and why he’s chosen 
her. 



 

Going, K.L.       Fat Kid Rules the World 

Have you ever felt alone in the world; that you are the one person who doesn’t quite fit 
in?  If the answer is yes, read this book; if the answer is no, read this book anyway.  This 
is a book for anyone who escapes reality through music. 

Lupica, Mike         Summer Ball 

When you are the smallest guy on the basketball court, the challenges at times seem 
insurmountable.  Just ask Danny Walker as he leads his travel team to the national 
championship.  His experience at a summer camp for basketball players changes his 
opinion of the game. 

 

 


