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PARENTS
SPEAK OUT

n average, parents of Kent Denver students rate
their general satisfaction with the school a 4.5
on a scale of 1 (very low) to 5 (very high),
according to a survey conducted by email in
November 2008.

While late fall 2008 was a turbulent and bruising time
with large concernsÑand therefore not an ideal time for a
satisfaction surveyÑwe were thrilled with the depth of
appreciation expressed by respondents. Most of all, parents
pointed to the quality of relationships, the level of challenge,
and individual support and attention experienced by their
children enrolled at Kent Denver.

The survey asked: ÒIn general terms, how would you rate
your level of satisfaction with Kent Denver School?ÓIn
response, 211 parents (56%) chose the highest rating of  5 ,

142 parents (38%) assigned a  4 , 22 parents
(6%) chose a  3 , 2 parents (1%) designated a
2 , and 1 parent assigned a  1 .

S T R O N G  R E S P O N S E  R AT E

The previous Kent Denver parent survey,
conducted via email in the spring of 2006,
was similarly optimistic. For the 2008 survey,
we received 381 responses for a 73%
response rate. Such a solid completion rate
implies a high level of comfort for our
parents with respect to their relationships
with Kent Denver, and with the level of
stability in our community.

The questionnaire was designed to
measure satisfaction levels, both generally
and for specific elements; attitudes about the
school; and how well we are fulfilling our
mission of Òexcellence in scholarship and
character.Ó The broad purpose of the survey
was to identify areas of strength and areas
for improvement. 
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K D S  P A R E N T S  S A Y . . .

Kent DenverÕs greatest strengths
involve helping to grow our
children into adults who exhibit
and act upon intellectual
curiosity, who understand the
value of education, and who are
able to demonstrate compassion
and generosity.

¥ ¥ ¥

The way the teachers, coaches
and deans approach the students
and parents makes us feel that
they value each student
individually and that they really
like being there, too.

¥ ¥ ¥

KDS has an amazing
faculty that seems to
care about the growth
and well-being of my
child. The faculty and
administrators provide
an atmosphere that is
positive, welcoming and
inclusive.

My daughter is learning
to think beyond her
background of fill-in-the-
blank academics and
for the first time has
been challenged to
approach her studies
from a conceptual point
of view.

G R E AT E S T  S T R E N G T H S

The balance of community, academics
and athletics

Strong college prep, small class sizes,
quick feedback regarding issues/needs

Very clear focus on critical thinking
and communication

Emphasis on ethics, efforts in diversity,
athletics

Students becoming world
learners/contributors

A community where high expectations
and fun times make kids want to excel
in scholarship and character

The accessibility of the teachers and
administrators

Organizational and writing skills to
prepare for college

Meeting the academic needs of
accelerated students, music program,
math department, speech and debate
program, student government

Stimulating student interest in a
variety of subjects

Teaching children to think for
themselves and write well

The encouragement to take on
leadership roles and responsibilities

Opportunities for a range of kids to
thrive

Sense of warmth and love of teaching
displayed by the teachers

S P E C I F I C  A R E A S  O F  S AT I S FA C T I O N

Overall, parentsÕ satisfaction with specific factors of Kent DenverÕs programs
remained at 4.3Ñwith 84% of respondents assigning a 4 or 5 rating in 2008
vs. 83% in 2006. Below, weighted averages from the 2006 survey are
included in parentheses.

¥ ¥ ¥

SPECIFIC SATISFACTION WEIGHTED AVERAGE PERCENT4 OR 5

class size 4.8 (4.8) 99% 

physical safety and welfare of students 4.5 (4.6) 93% 

availability of technology resources 4.5 (4.4) 91%

athletic facilities (gym, fields, fitness center) 4.5 (4.4) 91% 

library resources 4.4 (4.4) 91%

interscholastic athletics 4.5 (4.5) 90%

academic facilities (classrooms, halls, commons) 4.4 (4.3) 90%

extracurricular activities in general 4.4 (4.4) 89%

written academic comments 4.3 (4.5) 87% 

clarity of expectations required for academic achievement 4.3 (4.4) 87%

arts program 4.3 (4.1) 87%

availability of extra help 4.3 (4.4) 86% 

attention to individual student needs 4.3 (4.4) 86%

breadth of courses offered 4.3 (4.2) 86%

community service program 4.2 (4.2) 83% 

fairness of discipline, as applied at KDS 4.2 (4.2) 82%

leadership opportunities for students 4.2 (4.1) 80%

your KDS volunteering experience (if applicable) 4.1 (4.1) 80%

sense of community for students 4.2 (4.2) 79%

coordination of curriculum between MS and US 4.1 (4.1) 79%

parent/teacher conferences 4.1 (4.4) 78%

social events for students 4.0 (4.0) 78%

volunteer opportunities for parents 4.2 (4.3) 77%

emotional safety and welfare of students 4.1 (4.2) 77%

school field trips and outdoor ed program 4.1 (4.0) 77%

lunch program 4.1 (4.0) 77%

sense of community for parents 3.8 (3.8) 65%

Average for this series 4.3 (4.3) 84%
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F U L F I L L I N G  O U R  M I S S I O N

Kent DenverÕs mission statement was broken into its seven major components in
an effort to better understand and differentiate relative success. Parents
responded with scores ranging from 3.7 to 4.7.

IN GENERAL,  HOW SUCCESSFUL DO YOU FEEL WE ARE IN ACHIEVING
EACH COMPONENT OF OUR VISION STATEMENT,  AS LISTED BELOW?
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AT T I T U D I N A L  M E A S U R E S  O F  A G R E E M E N T

The survey measured parental agreement with a series of statements about Kent
Denver. Among the major categories, most scores were about even with the
2006 survey. HereÕs a look at the highest-rated statements about the school:

I SUPPORTKENT DENVERÕS SUBSTANCE ABUSE POLICY. 4.8

I WOULD RECOMMEND KENT DENVER TO A FRIEND. 4.6

I AM PROUD TO SAY THAT MY CHILD ATTENDSKENT DENVER. 4.6

MY CHILD IS REGULARLY CHALLENGED TO MEET HIS OR HER FULL ACADEMIC POTENTIAL. 4.6 

KENT DENVER HAS AN EXCELLENT REPUTATION. 4.6

SPEAKING GENERALLY, KENT DENVER HAS AN EXCELLENT FACULTY. 4.5

THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION ATKENT DENVER MEETS MY EXPECTATIONS. 4.5

I KNOW WHERE TO GO WHEN I HAVE A QUESTION. 4.4

I AM GENERALLY SATISFIED WITH THE CALIBER OF STUDENTS ATKENT DENVER. 4.4 

KENT DENVER ACTIVELY DEMONSTRATES HIGH REGARD FOR CORE VALUES. 4.3

POSITIVE SCHOOL SPIRIT IS EVIDENT ATKENT DENVER. 4.3

K D S  P A R E N T S  S A Y . . .

IÕve been very impressed with the
focus on the challenges the middle
school kids are facing. Above and
beyond the academics, IÕve really
enjoyed hearing about the develop -
mental changes from the schoolÕs
perspective, and how thatÕs a big
part of what KDS is focusing on.
Kent Denver does a good job of
snuffing out any sense of pretense or
stuffiness that one might expect of a
private school.

¥ ¥ ¥

I believe KDS tries to develop the
whole student, academically,
artistically, and athletically, and has
a good perspective on what it takes.

¥ ¥ ¥

I like that in high school there is a
wide diversity of extracurricular
activities, and I appreciate all the
time the staff/teachers spend with the
studentsÑwell above and beyond!

¥ ¥ ¥

The greatest strength of Kent Denver
is the faculty, and particularly the
teacher/advisor who takes the time
to really know the child, both as a
student and as a person. I am
consistently impressed with the
comments received at grading time
and the level of attention paid to
motivating and challenging my son.

¥ ¥ ¥

There is a wonderful spirit about the
school: youthful and exuberant along
with a love of learning.

¥ ¥ ¥

For my child, I loved the middle
school experience, which was very
personalized and supportive, a true
Òwhole childÓ focus.

In addition to identifying many areas of genuine strength, the survey results
offered some essential information on areas in which parents believe the school
could do better. We pay very close attention to this information, as it helps all of
us respond more effectively to the needs of our students and parents. Among the
most-identified areas:

DIVERSITY. Parents assigned the schoolÕs Òefforts to enhance and promote
diversityÓ a 3.0 rating, up slightly from the previous survey. This is an ongoing
and high-priority area of study.

COMMUNICATION. While parents said they appreciate written comments from
teachers and the weekly electronic Connection newsletter, they also said they want
more frequent communication from the school, specifically in regard to their childrenÕs academic progress and grades. We
are exploring ways to deliver more frequent information without precluding our students from taking individual
responsibility for, and ownership of, their academic performance.

BALANCE. Our students are passionate about their interests, and they are involved in many different school activities. All
competitive prep schools are struggling with the fact that talented, capable, and curious kids are frequently involved in
more activities than the hours of the day comfortably support. We are working on this issue.

A R E A S  T O  G R O W

G R O W I N G  C H I L D R E N

W hen parents were asked to rate Kent DenverÕs contribution to their childrenÕs
growth across a series of 15 specific areas, the top skills indicated were:

B A L A N C E I N  L I F E

Parents were asked to evaluate balance for a number of measures, with 1
representing Òtoo little,Ó 3 representing an optimal Òjust right,Ó and 5
representing Òtoo much.Ó

AMOUNT OF HOMEWORK ASSIGNED TO MY CHILD 3.5

DEMANDS ON MY CHILD IN A TYPICAL SCHOOL DAY 3.5

ATHLETIC REQUIREMENT 3.4

COMPETITION IN ATHLETICS 3.3

LEVEL OF ACADEMIC CHALLENGE FOR MY CHILD 3.2

ORIENTATION FOR NEW STUDENTS 3.1

EFFORTS TO PROMOTE POSITIVE CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT 3.1

SCHOOL FOCUSES ON THE ARTS 3.0

EFFORTS TO ENHANCE AND PROMOTE DIVERSITY 2.9

W ORKING COOPERATIVELY IN A GROUP 4.3

LEARNING INDEPENDENTLY 4.3

BEHAVING ETHICALLY 4.3

CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS 4.3

QUANTITATIVE REASONING 4.3

W RITING EFFECTIVELY 4.2

ORGANIZING TIME EFFECTIVELY 4.2

READING EFFECTIVELY 4.2

The three areas that scored the lowest in this groupÑand which represent areas
for the school to work onÑare coping with peer pressure (3.7), test-taking
strategies (3.9), and creativity (3.9).

O F  N O T E

Parents gave their overall experience with the
Kent Denver admission process an average
score of 4.5.

Kent Denver is the top-choice school for 94%
of respondents.
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